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KOREA TENSIONS 


South proposes 
talks with North 
on cooperation 
at Winter Games 

By Hyung-jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea on Tuesday offered high- 
level talks with North Korea to 
find ways to cooperate on next 
month’s Winter Olympics in the 
South. Seoul’s quick proposal 
following a rare rapprochement 
overture from the North on Mon¬ 
day offers the possibility of better 
ties after a year in which a nucle¬ 
ar standoff increased fear of war 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

In a closely watched New 
Year’s address, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un said Monday 
that he was willing to send a del¬ 
egation to the Olympics, although 
he also repeated fiery nuclear 
threats against the United States. 
Analysts say Kim might be trying 
to drive a wedge between Seoul 
and its ally Washington in a bid to 
reduce international isolation and 
sanctions against North Korea. 

Kim’s overture was welcome 
news for a South Korean gov¬ 
ernment led by liberal President 
Moon Jae-in, who favors dia¬ 
logue to ease the North’s nuclear 
threats and wants to use the Py- 
eongchang Olympics as a chance 
to improve inter-Korean ties. 

Moon’s unification minister, 
Cho Myoung-gyon, proposed in a 
nationally televised news confer¬ 
ence that the Koreas meet Jan. 
9 at the shared border village of 
Panmunjom to discuss Olympic 
cooperation and how to improve 
overall ties. 

SEE TALKS ON PAGE 4 
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Service window not closed for 50 flF colonels 

Some nearing mandatory retirement can stay 3 more years I 



Stars and Stripes 


The Air Force is allowing colonels who are line officers and who face 
mandatory retirement between Feb. 1, 2018, and Feb. 1, 2019, to 
voluntarily stay in the service past the mandatory 30-year mark. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The Air Force has given a 
late Christmas present to colonels 
approaching the 30-year manda¬ 
tory retirement mark. 

The service announced late 
last week that selected colonels 
nearing mandatory retirement 
may voluntarily choose to remain 
on active duty for three additional 
years. 

The move is one of several 
measures the Air Force has taken 
in recent months to deal with a 
shortage of field-grade officers 
— majors, lieutenant colonels 
and colonels — and pilots. 

A sweeping promotion change 
that went into effect last month 
allowed captains to advance to 


the rank of major as long as they 
were recommended for promo¬ 
tion and had an unblemished con¬ 
duct record. 

The Air Force’s latest attempt 
to retain field-grade officers cur¬ 
rently affects 50 colonels who are 
line officers and who face man¬ 
datory retirement between Feb. 
1, 2018, and Feb. 1, 2019, the Air 
Force said in a statement. 

Across all the military servic¬ 
es, most colonels not selected for 
promotion to one star must retire 
after 30 years of active commis¬ 
sioned service. 

The Air Force will convene a 
continuation board this month to 
assess the records of the 50 line 
officer colonels who would other¬ 
wise be forced to retire. 

All eligible officers will be of¬ 
fered the opportunity to remain 


on active duty for an additional 
three years, the Air Force said. 

The officer’s chain of command 
will notify those selected for con¬ 
tinuation. Eligible officers were 
to be notified by Dec. 31, the Air 
Force said. 

“It can take 21 years to de¬ 
velop a line officer to become a 
colonel who may then serve up 
to 30 years,” Col. Jeff O’Donnell, 
Air Force Colonels Group direc¬ 
tor, said in a statement. “And as 
the Air Force is growing end 
strength, we need experienced 
leaders to serve and lead across 
the Department of Defense.” 

Just under 1 in 10 Air Force jobs 
for field-grade officers — whose 
main job involves commanding 
troops — are vacant, while about 
1 in 4 nonrated field-grade officer 
jobs are unfilled, the Air Force 


said in September, when it an¬ 
nounced 100 percent promotion 
rates for eligible captains. 

The Air Force is also facing a 
shortage of about 2,000 pilots. It 
is trying various incentives, such 
as bonuses and the promise of 
less non-flying-related admin¬ 


istrative tasks, to entice pilots to 
remain on active duty rather than 
take jobs in commercial aviation, 
which typically offers higher pay 
for fewer hours. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


With study not finished, transgender people cleared to join military 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department has made clear its 
proposed ban on transgender mil¬ 
itary recruits is on hold, meaning 
their enlistment was allowed to 
start Monday. 

But the future for transgen¬ 
der people in the armed forces 
remains murky. The Justice De¬ 
partment isn’t dropping its court 
fight to institute the ban on trans¬ 
gender enlistment but said Friday 
it would wait for a Pentagon study 
on the issue in coming weeks be¬ 
fore deciding what to do next. 



AP 


Demonstrators in New Ybrk protest in July against President Donald 
Trump’s declared ban on transgender troops. The Justice Department 
has put its proposed ban on transgender military recruits on hold. 

President Donald Trump said would not allow transgender peo- 
in July that the government pie to serve in the military, re¬ 


versing Obama-era policy. So far 
he’s been unable to achieve that 
prohibition. 

On Dec. 22, a panel of the fed¬ 
eral appeals court in the District 
of Columbia refused the Trump 
administration’s request to let 
the ban start Jan. 1. Other fed¬ 
eral judges have also refused to 
side with the administration. The 
Pentagon said then that it would 
allow transgender enlistment to 
start with the new year and con¬ 
tinue as legal struggles play out. 

The Justice Department said 
late Friday the Pentagon “will 
be releasing an independent 


study of these issues in the com¬ 
ing weeks,” so the administration 
will not litigate an appeal in the 
meantime. That stance clarifies 
that enlistments can start Jan. 
1 and existing transgender ser- 
vicemembers are protected from 
being discharged at least for now. 

“We are relieved that we don’t 
have to hit pause on the consti¬ 
tutional rights of transgender 
people who are willing and able 
to serve our country,” said Peter 
Renn, senior attorney for Lamb¬ 
da Legal, one of the groups fight¬ 
ing the ban in court. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Trump's hard-line 
tweet on Pakistan 
praised by Afghans 


By Chad Garland 

AND ZUBAIR BABAKARKHAIL 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghans welcomed President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s accusation on Twitter 
that Pakistan offers only “lies & 
deceit” in return for U.S. aid, say¬ 
ing that the statement builds on 
what some see as positive momen¬ 
tum in America’s 16-year struggle 
to defeat the Taliban. 

Early Monday, Trump wrote 
in his first tweet of the year that 
the United States had “foolishly 
given” more than $33 billion in aid 
over the past 15 years to Pakistan, 
which returned the favor with 
“nothing but lies & deceit, think¬ 
ing of our leaders as fools. 

“They give safe haven to the 
terrorists we hunt in Afghanistan, 
with little help. No more!” 

The tweet, which underscores 
the administration’s frustrations 
with Islamabad, was happy news 
for Afghans, said Javed Hamim 
Kakar, senior editor at Pajhwok 
Afghan News in Kabul. A local TV 
news channel hailed it as Afghans’ 
favorite Trump tweet. 

U.S. and Afghan officials have 
long accused Pakistan of shel¬ 
tering Taliban commanders and 
fighters in border areas, where 
the insurgents can rest, rearm 
and regroup. 

Former Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai, writing on Twit¬ 
ter, greeted Trump’s remarks as 
“vindication that the war on terror 
is not in bombing Afghan villages 
and homes but in the sanctuaries 
beyond Afghanistan.” 

Karzai proposed forming a 
regional coalition to pressure 
Pakistan “to bring peace to — the 
entire region.” 

While U.S. officials have said 


cooperation with Pakistan is 
critical to efforts in the region, 
the relationship has chilled since 
May 2011, when al-Qaida founder 
Osama bin Laden was found liv¬ 
ing near a major military facility 
in the Pakistani city of Abbotta- 
bad where he had apparently en¬ 
joyed sanctuary for years. 

A pillar of Trump’s new re¬ 
gional strategy calls for greater 
pressure on Islamabad to elimi¬ 
nate such 


If Pakistan 
had really 
cooperated, 
the fight in 
Afghanistan 
could end 
very soon, 
and the 
U.S. would 
not have to 
sacrifice lots 
of soldiers 
and money . f 

Javed Hamim 


havens. 
Pakistan 
“has much 
to lose by 
continuing 
to harbor 
criminals 
and terror¬ 
ists,” the 
president 
said when 
announc¬ 
ing his 
strategy in 
August. 

In a sign 
of that 
pressure, 
White 

.. House 

Kakar spokes- 
Pajhwok Afghan Ra J 

News senior editor Shah said 
Monday 
that the 

administration does not plan to 
spend $255 million in fiscal 2016 
aid to Pakistan, CNN reported. 
The money has been held back 
since August, pending greater 
action by Islamabad to fight 
terrorism. 

In July, the Pentagon also 
withheld $50 million in aid after 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis de¬ 
clined to certify that Pakistan had 



B.K. Bangash/AP 


A man reads a paper with news about a tweet by President Donald Trump at a newsstand in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, on Tuesday. Trump slammed Pakistan for “lies & deceit” in a New Year’s Day tweet. 


done enough to fight the Taliban’s 
brutal Haqqani network, which 
officials say also enjoys sanctu¬ 
ary in that country. 

Gen. John Nicholson, the top 
U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
views the insurgents’ ability to 
exploit such sanctuaries as the 
single greatest threat to the coali¬ 
tion campaign there. 

Afghans have long argued that 
the war is not an “internal war” 
but a regional one, said Shahla 
Farid, professor of political sci¬ 
ence at Kabul University. Paki¬ 
stan is viewed at the top of the 
list of countries “feeding these 
terrorists.” 

She said Trump’s message 
calling out Islamabad builds on 
a sense that the regional fight 
against terrorism is moving in a 
positive direction. 

But Pakistani officials have 
responded harshly to Trump’s 
tweet, with Foreign Minister Kh- 
waja Mohammad Asif saying it 
was a sign that the president was 
disappointed in the U.S. “defeat 
in Afghanistan” and that the ap¬ 
parent threat of cutting aid was 
meaningless. 

“We have already told the 
U.S. that we will not do more, so 
Trump’s ‘no more’ does not hold 


any importance,” Asif said. 

He also rejected the idea that 
the U.S. had given more than $33 
billion in aid to the country since 
2002, saying the U.S. had reim¬ 
bursed Pakistan for use of its 
land, roads and railroads. 

The U.S. has depended on 
Pakistan’s seaports and airports 
to bring supplies and equipment 
into landlocked Afghanistan. It 
also has paid Islamabad to keep 
100,000 troops deployed in north¬ 
west Pakistan. 

Since 2002, Washington has 
paid about $14.5 billion to reim¬ 
burse Pakistan for logistical and 
operational support, according to 
a Congressional Research Ser¬ 
vice report. About half of that was 
for food and ammunition. 

The U.S. likely paid even more 
dearly because of Islamabad’s 
“two-faced policies,” said Kakar, 
the Pajhwok editor. 

“If Pakistan had really coop¬ 
erated, the fight in Afghanistan 
could end very soon, and the U.S. 
would not have to sacrifice lots of 
soldiers and money,” he said. 

Trump’s new strategy for 
South and Central Asia calls for 
more aggressive action against 
the Taliban, ISIS and other in¬ 
surgent groups. The U.S. recently 


sent 3,000 more servicemembers 
to the country, bringing the level 
to about 14,000, and the military 
plans to dramatically increase 
the number of troops advising Af¬ 
ghans at tactical levels. 

Asif said the U.S. is making a 
mistake to do so. 

“They are reinforcing their fail¬ 
ure in Afghanistan by extending 
their military presence, but only 
a peaceful solution is possible,” 
he said. “It should instead try to 
negotiate with (the) Taliban.” 

U.S. officials have unsuccess¬ 
fully sought Islamabad’s help in 
bringing the Taliban into peace 
talks with a four-nation group 
comprising representatives from 
Afghanistan, the United States, 
China and Pakistan. 

In a video that the Resolute 
Support mission tweeted Mon¬ 
day, Nicholson said efforts in 
2018 would focus on “driving 
the enemy to the peace table” 
through military and social pres¬ 
sure on the Taliban “and, very 
importantly, diplomatic and other 
forms of pressure” on the group’s 
backers outside Afghanistan. 

“In the face of this renewed 
pressure ... the Taliban cannot 
win,” Nicholson said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


US general, citing gains, warns ISIS’ ‘repressive ideology’ continues 



AP 


A man walks near houses and shops destroyed during the war to 
liberate Mosul, Iraq, from Islamic State militants. 


By Terrence Dopp 

Bloomberg 

The U.S. general commanding 
forces against Islamic State said 
it has lost 98 percent of the land 
it claimed and 7.7 million people 
have been liberated from its con¬ 
trol, but he warned the group 
could continue as a shadow ter¬ 
rorism outfit operating without a 
base. 

Army Lt. Gen. Paul Funk, com¬ 
manding general of Combined 
Joint Task Force-Operation In¬ 
herent Resolve, said a coalition 
that has grown to 74 nations re¬ 
claimed 25,096 square miles of 
land from ISIS, also known as 
Daesh, in 2017. Yet he warned the 
allies can’t let up. 

“Their repressive ideology 
continues,” Funk said in a New 
Year’s message posted to the co¬ 


alition Facebook page. “The con¬ 
ditions remain present for Daesh 
to return, and only through coali¬ 
tion and international efforts can 
the defeat become permanent.” 

President Donald Trump, in a 
New Year’s Eve video posted to 
his official Twitter account that 
highlighted his first year in of¬ 
fice, included an excerpt from a 
speech in which he vowed to “de¬ 
feat radical Islamic terrorism” 
and “not allow it to take root in our 
country.” 

Last week, the group claimed 
responsibility for three suicide at¬ 
tacks in Kabul, Afghanistan, that 
killed as many as 41 people and 
wounded 80 at the Afghan Voice 
Agency and Shiite-run Tebyan 
cultural center. That followed a 
November strike against a Kabul 
television station that killed two 
guards and wounded 20, as well as 


an October attack on a mosque that 
killed more than 30 worshippers. 

Syrian Democratic Forces are 
in the final stages of liberating 
the middle Euphrates Valley from 
ISIS, and Iraq is rebuilding after 
fully expelling Daesh, according 
to a coalition statement announc¬ 
ing the video. 

The statement also praises the 
“hundreds of brave Iraqis and 
Syrians who gave their lives for 
their nations” in 2017 as well as 
coalition servicemembers and ci¬ 
vilians who died last year. 

The coalition’s contribution will 
now consist primarily of building 
on training efforts that have so far 
prepared 126,500 in the Iraq Se¬ 
curity Forces and another 12,500 
in Syria, the statement said. 

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Sanders in a Dec. 17 tweet 
cited “defeat of ISIS” as one of 


the most underreported stories 
of Trump’s first year in office. 
Trump came to office promising 


to be more aggressive in fighting 
the group than his predecessor, 
President Barack Obama. 
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Ahn Young-joon/AP 


South Korean Unification Minster Cho Myoung-gyon speaks during 
a news conference in Seoul on Tuesday. Cho offered high-level talks 
with rival North Korea meant to find ways to cooperate on the Winter 
Olympics set to begin in the South next month. 

Talks: Kim’s overture to the 
South includes request to stop 
its military exercises with US 


Trump pushes pre-emption 
on N. Korea missile threat 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Earlier Tuesday, Moon spoke 
of what he described as Kim’s 
positive response to his earlier 
dialogue overtures and ordered 
officials to study how to restore 
talks with North Korea and get 
the North to participate in the 
Olympics. 

North Korea did not imme¬ 
diately react. If there are talks, 
they would be the first formal 
dialogue between the Koreas 
since December 2015. Relations 
between the Koreas have plunged 
as North Korea has expanded its 
weapons programs amid a hard¬ 
line stance by Moon’s conserva¬ 
tive predecessors. 

Last year, North Korea con¬ 
ducted its sixth and most power¬ 
ful nuclear test and test-launched 
three intercontinental ballistic 
missiles as part of its push to pos¬ 
sess a nuclear missile capable of 
reaching anywhere in the United 
States. The North was subse¬ 
quently hit with toughened U.N. 
sanctions, and Kim and President 
Donald Trump exchanged war¬ 
like rhetoric and crude personal 
insults against each other. 

Kim said in his speech Mon¬ 
day that North Korea last year 
achieved the historic feat of 
“completing” its nuclear forces. 
Outside experts say that it’s only 
a matter of time before the North 
acquires the ability to hurl nucle¬ 
ar weapons at the mainland U.S., 
but that the country still has a 
few technologies to master, such 
as a warhead’s ability to survive 
atmospheric re-entry. 

Talks could provide a tempo¬ 
rary thaw in strained inter-Ko¬ 
rean ties, but conservative critics 
worry that they may only earn the 
North time to perfect its nuclear 
weapons. After the Olympics, 


inter-Korean ties could become 
frosty again because the North 
has made it clear it has no inten¬ 
tion of accepting international 
calls for nuclear disarmament 
and instead wants to bolster its 
weapons arsenal in the face of 
what it considers increasing U.S. 
threats. 

“Kim Jong Un’s strategy re¬ 
mains the same. He’s developing 
nukes while trying to weaken 
international pressure and the 
South Korea-U.S. military alli¬ 
ance and get international sanc¬ 
tions lifted,” said Shin Beomchul 
of the Seoul-based Korea National 
Diplomatic Academy. 

He said the North might also be 
using its potential participation 
in the Pyeongchang Olympics 
as a chance to show its nuclear 
program is not intended to pose a 
threat to regional peace. 

In his address Monday, Kim 
said the United States should be 
aware that his country’s nuclear 
forces are now a reality, not a 
threat. He said he has a “nuclear 
button” on his office desk, warn¬ 
ing that “the whole territory of 
the U.S. is within the range of our 
nuclear strike.” 

He called for improved ties and 
a relaxation of military tensions 
with South Korea, saying the 
Winter Olympics could showcase 
the status of the Korean nation. 
But Kim also repeated that South 
Korea must stop annual military 
exercises with the United States, 
which he calls an invasion re¬ 
hearsal against the North. 

About 28,500 American troops 
are stationed in South Korea 
to help deter potential aggres¬ 
sion from the North, a legacy of 
the 1950-53 Korean War, which 
ended with an armistice, not a 
peace treaty. 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The Trump administration’s 
national security strategy calls 
for a more aggressive approach 
toward stopping a North Korean 
missile strike on the U.S.: knock¬ 
ing the weapons out prior to 
launch. 

But it’s unclear if the U.S. has 
the technology or on-the-ground 
intelligence to effectively carry 
out a pre-emptive strike in that 
kind of crisis situation. And if it 
fails, the result could be an even 
bloodier conflict. 

U.S. officials, including Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson, say 
there’s still time for diplomacy 
to defuse tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula. Tillerson has led what 
he calls a “peaceful pressure” 
campaign that relies on stepped- 
up sanctions while signaling a 
willingness to restart talks. He’s 
co-hosting a gathering of foreign 
ministers in Vancouver on Jan. 16 
to discuss “security and stability 
on the Korean Peninsula.” 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un extended both a warning and 
olive branch in a New Year’s Day 
speech, offering to hold talks with 
South Korea while also claiming 
his nuclear deterrent was “irre¬ 
versible” and that it would pre¬ 
vent President Donald Trump 
from starting a war. 

“It’s reality, not a threat, that 
the nuclear button is always on 
my desk,” Kim said. “The U.S. 
can never start a war against my¬ 
self and our nation now.” 

Trump’s national security 
strategy, unveiled in December, 
has options to turn to if diplo¬ 
macy fails. It calls for a layered 
missile defense approach “fo¬ 
cused on North Korea and Iran 
to defend our homeland against 
missile attacks. This system will 
include the ability to defeat mis¬ 
sile threats prior to launch.” 

That would be more aggressive 
and challenging than so-called 
“boost phase” missile defense 
technologies intended to shoot 
down intercontinental ballistic 
missiles just after launch. U.S. 
systems, including the most ad¬ 
vanced Aegis-class Navy cruisers 
and destroyers based in Japan, 
still don’t possess a proven capa¬ 
bility of doing that, according to 
analysts and officials. 

Trump’s proposal could include 
pre-emptive or “left of launch” 
options, such as lasers, special 
operations and long-range strikes 


with GPS-guided munitions as 
well as cyber attacks, said mis¬ 
sile defense advocate and ana¬ 
lyst Peter Huessy, president of 
Maryland-based GeoStrategic 
Analysis. 

The strategy takes a page from 
former President George W. 
Bush’s controversial blueprint 
— elevating pre-emptive military 
strikes into national policy — that 
was used to justify the 2003 inva¬ 
sion of Iraq. Senior administration 
officials who briefed reporters 
in December acknowledged the 
term “pre-emption” isn’t used 
in the formal document, but say 
the strategy makes clear the U.S. 
will defend its interests when 
threatened. 

Just as the Bush administra¬ 
tion’s justification for the pre¬ 
emptive invasion of Iraq was 
undercut by faulty intelligence, 
Trump’s strategy could face sim¬ 
ilar hurdles, as “left of launch” 
depends on enhanced, real-time 
intelligence, surveillance and re¬ 
connaissance to detect and track 
mobile launch vehicles for attack, 
according to Michael Elleman, a 
senior fellow for missile defense 
at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

North Korea’s rapid progress 
in developing ICBMs and nuclear 
weapons took most analysts by 
surprise, highlighting some of the 
existing intelligence shortfalls. 

“The surveillance and recon¬ 
naissance side of the missile 
defeat equation is an important 
component to all this: You can’t 
intercept or strike prior to launch 
that which you don’t or can’t see,” 
said Thomas Karako, a missile 
defense analyst with the Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
gave the Senate Armed Services 
Committee a reality check in 
July when he told lawmakers that 
North Korea has, over time, locat¬ 
ed much of its nuclear and missile 
capability underground, “which 
creates unique challenges.” 

“There’s also some specific 
weather challenges in North 
Korea that limit our collection at 
various periods of time,” Dunford 
said. He added that competing de¬ 
mands for limited of intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance 
meant that “for a long period of 
time, we had decreased our col¬ 
lection against North Korea,” 
though he said that had changed 
over the past 18 months. 

Mattis also said recently that 


despite North Korea’s most re¬ 
cent tests, its ICBMs have “not 
yet shown to be a capable threat” 
to the U.S. mainland. 

To compensate for its short¬ 
falls, the Pentagon is undertaking 
a “very serious and long-standing 
effort to improve the U.S. mili¬ 
tary’s ability to track mobile and 
relocatable targets,” but those ef¬ 
forts “are likely to produce mid¬ 
dling results,” said Jeffrey Lewis, 
a senior fellow at the James Mar¬ 
tin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies in Monterey, Calif. 

Advocates say the U.S. needs to 
pursue every possible option. 

It’s “imperative that we have 
the full range of missile defense 
and missile defeat capabilities 
available to decision-makers,” 
that’s “also rooted in our ability to 
respond in the manner and time 
of our choosing,” Rep. Mike Rog¬ 
ers, R-Ala., who chairs the House 
Armed Services strategic sub¬ 
committee, said in an email. 

Yet the most difficult part of 
weighing a pre-emptive strike 
of any kind is that Kim could 
quickly strike back with a bar¬ 
rage of artillery against Seoul, 
just 35 miles south of the border 
with North Korea, putting mil¬ 
lions of lives at risk regardless of 
whether Pyongyang’s ICBMs are 
taken out. 

Still, even missile defense op¬ 
ponents say there are advantages 
to some of the “left of launch” op¬ 
tions if they can be deployed. 

In a crisis, drones equipped 
with air-to-ground or air-to-air 
missiles could loiter near a sus¬ 
pected launch site, for example, 
said Joe Cirincione, president of 
the San Francisco-based Plow¬ 
shares Fund, which seeks to re¬ 
duce nuclear weapon stockpiles. 
Pre-emptive options “could trig¬ 
ger a larger conflict, but each 
could be more reliable than cur¬ 
rent mid-course” U.S. ground- 
based interceptor systems, “which 
are easily defeated with simple 
countermeasures,” he said. 

Asked for more details to back 
up the pre-emptive strike strat¬ 
egy, an administration official 
pointed to Trump’s August state¬ 
ment on missile defense, which 
said that the U.S. “will develop 
new surveillance and long-range 
strike capabilities to prevent our 
enemies from launching them in 
the first place.” 

Pentagon spokesman Thomas 
Crosson said more details about 
this approach will be included in 
a ballistic missile review expect¬ 
ed out in February. 
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Navy honors tradition with 
burials at sea aboard subs 



Photos by Lauren SPAZiANo/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Chief Navy Career Counselor Dania Keys, of Submarine Squadron 
15, commits the cremated remains of her grandfather, a former 
submariner, to the sea during a ceremony onboard the Los Angeles- 
class fast attack submarine USS Key West in 2016. 


By Brock Vergakis 

The (Norfolk, Va.) Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy 
is a tradition-bound military ser¬ 
vice, and few traditions are as im¬ 
portant as burials at sea. 

Perhaps the most unique ser¬ 
vices in the fleet occur aboard 
submarines that spend the ma¬ 
jority of their time under water. 
Submarine Force Atlantic said it 
is preparing for burials at sea on 
several Norfolk-based subs in the 
next few months. 

One of those burials will be for 
World War II submarine veteran 
Marcus White, who served on 
seven war patrols in the Pacific 
theater during World War II and 
the Korean War and was awarded 
the Bronze Star medal with the 
“V” device for valor, signifying it 
was earned in combat. 

White died in June at 95. The 
USS Newport News will commit 
him and his wife, Mary Miles 
White, who died seven years ear¬ 
lier, to the sea sometime this year. 
White’s son, Marcus White Jr., 
lives in Chesapeake, Va., and said 
his father loved being a subma¬ 
riner, and that he’s fulfilling his 
father’s wishes. The Navy allows 
active-duty sailors, veterans and 
their family members to be bur¬ 
ied at sea. 

The chaplain for the Navy’s 
Norfolk-based submarine squad¬ 
ron, Lt. Cmdr. Richard Smothers, 
spoke with The Virginian-Pilot 
about what makes burial ceremo¬ 
nies aboard subs unique and spe¬ 
cial for those who choose them. 

Releasing of cremains 

Unlike larger ships such as 
aircraft carriers that can accom¬ 
modate caskets, all submarine 
burials at sea involve cremains. 
They also must occur at least 3 
miles from shore. 

Smothers said burials at sea 
aboard a sub primarily occur in 
two ways. If the weather is nice, a 
sub will surface, stop moving and 
conduct a ceremony topside that 
involves raising a flag the family 
can keep, reading any scriptures 
the family requests and firing a 
21-gun salute with seven rifles. 
A member of the crew will then 
pour the ashes overboard. Chap¬ 
lains don’t serve aboard subs, and 
the service is usually led by a lay 
leader on the boat. 

Smothers said the sub’s com¬ 
manding officer will usually ad¬ 
dress the crew from an onboard 
communications system so every¬ 
one can learn about the person 
who was committed to the deep. 

If the weather isn’t good enough 
to allow for a full topside ceremo¬ 
ny, the cremains can be poured 
overboard in a smaller ceremony 
from a ship’s sail, the tall structure 
found on the topside of the sub. 

The other option involves re¬ 
leasing ashes underwater through 
a torpedo tube while the sub is 
still moving. Smothers said this is 
a popular option among those who 


served as torpedomen. 

“I know it sounds amazing or 
strange, but it does happen, and it 
can be done very honorably, very 
respectfully,” he said. 

Smothers said the crew will 
clean the torpedo tube’s surface 
and place the cremains inside. 
After the burial, the family will 
usually receive a letter of condo¬ 
lence and appreciation from the 
sub’s commanding officer and a 
chart showing the GPS coordi¬ 
nates where the cremains were 
released. 

Custody of the fallen 

The Navy accommodates re¬ 
quests for burials at sea when it 
can, but it’s not always a speedy 
process. A ship’s operational 
schedule takes priority, and it can 
be months between the time a 
request is made and the time the 
burial occurs. In White’s case, 
that also allowed for a traditional 
memorial service long before his 
cremains were set to sail from 
Norfolk. 

For a burial at sea aboard a 
Norfolk-based sub, Smothers said 
a family will first provide their 
loved one’s cremains to Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth. A 
religious program specialist in 
the submarine force will then 
take custody of the cremains and 
examine sub schedules to find the 
best fit. 

If former submariners spent 
most of their time in a certain 
homeport such as Groton, Conn., 
or Kings Bay, Ga., they’ll try 
to find a sub based there. Oth¬ 
erwise, they’ll find the best 
available schedule. Sometimes 
family members will be allowed 
onto Naval Station Norfolk or an¬ 
other base to watch the sub car¬ 
rying their loved one’s remains 
depart, which is a rare occur¬ 
rence for an outsider to know 


when a sub is departing. 

Smothers said a religious pro¬ 
gram specialist will go aboard 
the sub with the cremains and 
transfer it to either the executive 
officer or chief of the boat, where 
they will be safely locked away 
in a state room until the burial. 
Smothers said the Norfolk squad¬ 
ron typically performs about a 
dozen burials at sea a year. 

Crew connection 

The submarine force is a small, 
tight-knit, all-volunteer commu¬ 
nity that places a premium on 
valuing tradition and respecting 
their forerunners. In some cases, 
subs will perform a burial at sea 
where a sub sank so a former 
submariner can be committed to 
the deep with some of his former 
crewmembers or the sub where 
he served. 

Smothers also said it’s not un¬ 
common for family members to 
request that someone who holds 
the same job their loved one did 
participate in the ceremony. 

“I think burials at sea, that’s 
one of the ways we not only just 
honor those families and their 
service, but we reactivate our 
commitment and our apprecia¬ 
tion for serving,” Smothers said. 
“It’s a real privilege to be a part 
of. ... Every sub that’s ever been 
part of a burial at sea has thanked 
us and said, ‘Hey, we appreci¬ 
ate being able to do this.’ It’s an 
honor.” 

About Marcus White 

White served on the USS 
Scamp in World War II and trans¬ 
ferred to another submarine 
shortly before it was sunk by Jap¬ 
anese enemy bombs in 1944 on its 
eighth combat patrol. Before that, 
the Scamp sank six ships and 
damaged eight. White was one of 



Keys looks out after committing her grandfather’s cremated remains 
to the sea. 


the last living crewmembers who 
served aboard the Scamp. 

His son, Marcus White Jr., said 
he learned from his sister at his 
father’s funeral that he had long 
suffered from survivor’s guilt. He 
said his father had always been 
a proud submariner and was ac¬ 
tive in the submariner veterans 
community even after becoming 
a science teacher, but he didn’t 
often talk about his time during 
the war. 

White said he wasn’t sure why 
his father was awarded the Bronze 
Star but said it may relate to one 
of the few stories his father told 
him after he asked about a flimsy 
rain coat he found. He said his fa¬ 
ther told him that after the Scamp 
sank a Japanese ship, the com¬ 
manding officer needed someone 
to swim out to the wreckage and 
look for survivors in a lifeboat. 
His father volunteered. He didn’t 
find any survivors, but he found a 
package wrapped in a raincoat on 
the lifeboat. He said it contained 
Japanese code books, which were 
taken back to Pearl Harbor; his 
father kept the raincoat. 

“My dad absolutely loved the 
Navy and he loved the submarine 
force and would have been a ca¬ 
reer submariner had it not been 
for meeting my mom and decid¬ 
ing that he felt raising a family 
that he needed to be there most of 
the time,” White said. “His ashes 
are with my mom’s ashes getting 
ready to go out to sea for the last 
time. It’ll be the first ride on a sub 
for my mom.” 


MILITARY DISCOUNTS 



MILITARY FLIGHTS 

For all Military ID card holders 
and their family members: 


Los Angeles 
Charlotte 
Dallas 
Las Vegas 
Washington 
Atlanta 
Fort Myers 
San Francisco 


www.abctravel.de 


Flights from Dec. 25,1 7 to Apr. 6,18. RT from/ 
to Germany. Prices starting from, including 
all taxes, based on availability. Get Military 
discount fares all year! ABC Travel Service e.K., 
Gorxheimerstr. 9,68309 Mannheim 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

US servicemember killed in Afghan combat 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
U.S. servicemember was killed 
and four were wounded Monday 
in combat in eastern Nangarhar 
province, military officials said. 

Two of the servicemembers 
injured in the incident, which 
occurred in Achin district, were 
being treated at a nearby hospi¬ 


tal and were in stable condition, 
the military said in a statement 
Tuesday. The two others have re¬ 
turned to duty. 

“We are deeply saddened by 
the loss of one of our own,” said 
Gen. John Nicholson, commander 
of U.S. Forces-Afghanistan. “Our 
heartfelt sympathies go out to the 
families and friends of our fallen 
and wounded brothers.” 

The slain servicemember, the 


first U.S. combat fatality this year, 
was not identified. The Pentagon 
does not release the names of 
deceased servicemembers until 
next of kin have been notified. 

U.S. forces have been backing 
the Afghan military in its fight 
against an Islamic State affiliate 
that has gained a foothold in east¬ 
ern Afghanistan. U.S. officials had 
hoped by the end of last year to 
defeat the group, known as ISIS- 


Khorasan province, or ISIS-K. 
But the organization has proved 
to be a stubborn adversary. 

Officials estimated in March 
that about 700 ISIS-K members 
remained in Afghanistan, but in 
late November Nicholson said 
1,600 fighters had been eliminat¬ 
ed. In early December, officials 
estimated about 1,000 fighters 
were still operating throughout 
Afghanistan. 


U.S. support to the Afghan 
forces fighting ISIS-K is separate 
from its participation in the U.S.- 
led NATO Resolute Support mis¬ 
sion, which turned 3 years old on 
Monday. That train-advise-assist 
mission began after the withdraw¬ 
al of most combat forces from Af¬ 
ghanistan at the end of 2014. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


US general wants 
Afghans to boost 
military pressure 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The top 
American commander for the 
Middle East wants a more aggres¬ 
sive Afghan military pressuring 
Taliban and other insurgents over 
the normally quieter months of 
Afghanistan’s winter, and then 
quickly going on the offensive in 
the spring. It’s all part of a plan the 
United States hopes will change 
the course of a war now entering 
its 17th year. 

Gen. Joseph Votel, of U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Command, said an influx of 
new American trainers can help 
escalate the fight. They’ll be oper¬ 
ating with Afghan units, closer to 
the front lines and at greater risk, 
but Votel said U.S. commanders 
will ensure American and allied 
forces have adequate protection. 

The goal is to get the Afghan 
military moving on its military 
campaign sooner, rather than 
later. 

The United States wants the 
“focus on offensive operations 
and we’ll look for a major effort to 
gain the initiative very quickly as 
we enter into the fighting season,” 
Votel said in a recent interview 
with The Associated Press. 

Afghan forces must “keep the 
pressure on all the time and work 
to gain the upper hand as quickly 
as we can. So that as we get into 
this next fighting season we can 
build on the initiative,” he said. 

The Trump administration’s 
Afghanistan strategy gives the 
U.S. military greater authority to 
launch offensive attacks against 
a resilient Taliban and an emerg¬ 
ing Islamic State affiliate. The 
plan, announced in August, was 
designed to reverse a stalemate 
in America’s longest war. It spe¬ 
cifically eliminates the Obama 
administration’s scheduled plan to 
withdraw U.S. forces, but includes 
no dramatic changes in an ap¬ 
proach that has failed to stabilize 
the country or snuff out extrem¬ 
ist groups operating from Afghan 
territory. 

As 2018 begins, Afghanistan 
appears to be high on President 
Donald Trump’s agenda. On New 
Year’s Day, he slammed Afghani¬ 
stan’s neighbor Pakistan in a tweet 


for “lies & deceit,” accusing the 
country of playing U.S. leaders for 
“fools” by not crushing militants 
in its territory. A major focus of 
Trump’s Afghanistan strategy is 
to persuade Pakistan to eliminate 
havens for the Taliban and other 
fighters. 

Pakistan summoned the U.S. 
ambassador and Islamic groups 
held rallies in major Pakistani cit¬ 
ies in response. 

On the Afghan side of the bor¬ 
der, Washington is trying to build 
a tougher national military. 

Votel said as the coalition builds 
up the Afghan Air Force and trains 
more security forces, the Afghans 
will become better fighters. “By 
the time they get to the next fight, 
they will be able to really present 
a significant offensive capability,” 
he said. 

It’s hardly the first time the 
American military has vowed to 
shape up the U.S.-backed army 
into a force that can defeat the 
Taliban, al-Qaida, ISIS and others. 
Nor does Trump’s approach rep¬ 
resent the first time a frustrated 
president has pumped troops into 
the country to turn the situation 
around. There are now as many 
as 16,000 U.S. forces in the coun¬ 
try — roughly double what Trump 
inherited — and a special training 
unit is scheduled to deploy to Af¬ 
ghanistan early this year. 

When then-President Barack 
Obama took office in 2009, he 
authorized a surge of U.S. forces 
to Afghanistan that took the total 
there to about 100,000. The goal 
was to tamp down a resurgent Tal¬ 
iban and train and expand Afghan 
security forces. The plan centered 
on forcing the Taliban to the peace 
table and ending the war by the 
time Obama left office. 

The plan never worked, de¬ 
spite the mission meeting several 
celebrated benchmarks. Obama 
ended combat operations in 2014, 
curtailed offensive strikes and 
set deadlines for a full U.S. troop 
withdrawal. As the U.S. and 
NATO forces pulled back, the 
Taliban stepped up attacks and 
regained ground, while an ISIS 
faction carved out its own foothold. 
Obama ended his presidency leav¬ 
ing more than 8,000 U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. 




Mohammad Anwar Danishyar/AP 


Afghan security forces inspect the site of a deadly bombing in Jalalabad province, east of Kabul, 
Afghanistan, on Sunday. Gen. Joseph Votel, of U.S. Central Command, wants Afghan forces to more 
aggressively pressure insurgents in a bid to change the course of the long-running war. 

Beyond boosting troop num¬ 
bers, Trump has granted his gen¬ 
erals’ wishes for fewer combat 
restrictions, greater authority for 
commanders and no withdrawal 
deadline. 

Next year will be the first test of 
the policy. The Taliban currently 
controls as much as half of the 
country. 

James Stavridis, a retired Navy 
admiral who served as the top U.S. 
commander for NATO from 2009 
until 2013, said the ultimate goal 
in Afghanistan remains the same: 
pushing the Taliban into seeking 
peace negotiations. 

“There is a slightly better than 
even chance that there are some 
new factors which move us toward 
the possibility of a successful out¬ 
come,” said Stavridis, now dean of 
The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy at Tufts University. 

Those changes, he said, include 
the elimination of troop withdraw¬ 
al timelines and Taliban fatigue. 

“I think they’re tired, too. This 
is also a 17-year war for them,” 

Stavridis said, but he suggested 
any settlement will require com¬ 
promise. “Is this going to be a 
sweeping victory? No. But I think 
the odds are much higher of get¬ 
ting them to the negotiating 
table.” 


Afghan police chief killed 
in an ambush by Taliban 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
district police chief in Af¬ 
ghanistan was killed in a Tal¬ 
iban ambush as he rushed to a 
checkpoint that was under at¬ 
tack, an official said. 

Iqbal Bahir, the spokesman 
for the police chief of the west¬ 
ern Farah province, said two 
other policemen were wound¬ 
ed in the attack late Monday. 

The Taliban, who carry out 
near-daily assaults on Afghan 
security forces, claimed the 
attack. 

Elsewhere in Afghanistan, 
an official said airstrikes in 
the northern Jawzjan prov¬ 
ince killed at least 26 Islamic 
State fighters. Mohammad 
Reza Ghafori, spokesman for 
the provincial governor, said 
those killed included foreign 
fighters from France and 
Uzbekistan. 


He said another 20 militants 
were wounded. 

In the eastern Nangarhar 
province, at least one civilian 
was killed and 14 others were 
wounded Monday during a 
battle between Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces and ISIS fighters, 
said Attahullah Khogyani, a 
spokesman for the provincial 
governor, who said “dozens” of 
militants were killed. Inamul- 
lah Miakhial, a spokesman at 
the local hospital, said women 
and children were among 
those wounded. 

An affiliate of ISIS emerged 
in Afghanistan in 2014 and has 
steadily expanded its pres¬ 
ence, carrying out a number 
of deadly attacks, including 
a suicide bombing at a Shiite 
cultural center in Kabul last 
month that claimed at least 41 
lives. 
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David Joles, the (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


Steam rises from Lake Superior as the ship St. Clair comes to harbor during some of the coldest temperatures of the year Sunday at Canal 
Park in Duluth, Minn. 


In the grip of it 


Bone-chilling cold 
breaking records 
held for century 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — The bone- 
chilling cold gripping much of 
the U.S. is breaking century-old 
records and is being blamed for 
several deaths. 

The National Weather Service 
issued wind chill advisories and 
freeze warnings Tuesday cover¬ 
ing a vast area from South Texas 
to Canada and from Montana 
through New England. 

Authorities opened warming 
shelters in the South as tempera¬ 
tures dipped notably close to zero 
in Alabama and Georgia. 

In Aberdeen, S.D., the mercury 
dropped to a record-breaking 
minus 32 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
city’s previous New Year’s Day 
record had stood for 99 years. 

It’s even cold in the Deep South, 
as temperatures plummeted early 
Tuesday to 14 degrees in Atlanta 
and 26 degrees as far south as 
New Orleans. 

The cold is blamed in at least 
nine deaths in the past week. 



Chuck Burton/AP John Fitzhugh, The Sun Herald/AP 


Left: Water squirts from a frozen fountain near downtown Charlotte, N.C., on Tuesday. Right: Icicles 
hang from the fountain at the Beau View condominiums in Biloxi, Miss., on Monday. 



Carlos Gonzalez, the (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


Fans stand in line in subzero temperatures to enter U.S. Bank Stadium to watch an NFL game between 
the Chicago Bears and Minnesota Vikings on Sunday. 


Shooter in 
Colorado an 
Iraq War vet 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Colorado authori¬ 
ties were contacted with concerns 
about the mental health of Mat¬ 
thew Riehl, 37, an Iraq War vet¬ 
eran, over a month before he shot 
and killed a deputy and wounded 
four others. But he was never held 
for a mental health evaluation. 

Authorities said Riehl fired 
more than 100 rounds in his sub¬ 
urban Denver apartment before 
he was killed by a SWAT team on 
Sunday. 

Wyoming College of Law stu¬ 
dents had been warned about 
Riehl, a former student, because 
of social media posts critical of 
professors at the school in Lara¬ 
mie, reported KTWO-AM in 
Casper, Wyo. 

A Nov. 6 email from Assistant 
College of Law Dean Lindsay 
Hoyt told students to notify cam¬ 
pus police if they spotted Riehl 
or his car near campus. In addi¬ 
tion, security on campus was in¬ 
creased for several days. 

Campus officers called po¬ 
lice in Lone Tree, Colo., in mid- 
November to warn them about 
Riehl, suggesting his rants were 
indicative of mental illness, UW 
police Chief Mike Samp told The 
Denver Post. 

Samp said it’s possible that 
Colorado authorities faced the 
same issue as Wyoming officials 
when an apparently mentally ill, 
dangerous person makes indirect 
threats. 

“Wyoming statutes are pretty 
clear: If someone is not making 
an immediate threat, they can¬ 
not be held for a mental evalua¬ 
tion. They are very tough cases,” 
Samp said. 

Riehl, an attorney, had also 
posted videos criticizing Colo¬ 
rado law enforcement officers in 
profane, highly personal terms. 

Early Sunday, authorities re¬ 
sponded to a complaint of a ver¬ 
bal disturbance involving two 
men at an apartment building in 
Highlands Ranch, 16 miles south 
of Denver. A caller said Riehl 
was acting bizarre and might be 
having a mental breakdown, but 
responding deputies found no evi¬ 
dence of a crime and left. 

When deputies were called back 
to the scene, a man who had left 
gave them a key and granted per¬ 
mission to enter the apartment. 

Douglas County Sheriff Tony 
Spurlock said deputies came 
under fire almost immediately 
after trying to talk with the sus¬ 
pect, who was holed up inside a 
bedroom. 

“They all went down almost 
within seconds of each other, so 
it was more of an ambush-type of 
attack on our officers,” Spurlock 
said. 

The wounded deputies tried 
to pull the fallen officer, Zackari 
Parrish, out of the line of further 
gunfire but were unable to be¬ 
cause of their own injuries and 
managed only to “crawl to safe¬ 
ty,” Spurlock said. Two civilians 
also were injured. 
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Trump has tasks on many fronts 



President Donald Trump, right, plans to host Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
left, and House Speaker Paul Ryan, center, at Camp David to discuss the 2018 


Hill measures, midterms, 
overseas threats await 

By Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump has returned from an end-of year 
holiday to face fresh legislative chal¬ 
lenges, midterm elections and threats 
abroad. 

The president began the second year 
of his presidency with confrontational 
tweets targeting Iran and Pakistan. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
said Monday the United States should be 
aware that his country’s nuclear forces 
are now a reality, not a future threat. To 
that, Trump only said, “We’ll see.” 

The president is hoping for more legis¬ 
lative achievements after his pre-Christ¬ 
mas success on taxes. 

He plans to host Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Mitch McConnell, of Kentucky, and 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin, 
at Camp David next weekend to map out 
the 2018 legislative agenda. 

Republicans are eager to make prog¬ 
ress before attention shifts to the mid¬ 
term elections. 

The GOP wants to hold House and Sen¬ 
ate majorities in 2018, but must contend 
with Trump’s historic unpopularity and 
some recent Democratic wins. 

The president concluded 2017 with his 
first major legislative achievement — a 
law to cut taxes, beginning this year, for 
corporations and individuals at an esti¬ 
mated cost of $1.5 trillion added to the 
national debt over 10 years. 

The tax overhaul also will end the re¬ 
quirement, in 2019, that all Americans 
buy health insurance or pay a fine. 

That’s a key component of the Obama- 
era health law that Republicans have 
been unable to repeal; other features of 
the law remain intact. 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Mike Pence’s office on 
Monday said the U.S. vice president still 
plans on visiting Israel this month, despite 
an apparent delay in the schedule. 

Pence had been scheduled to come dur¬ 
ing the week of Jan. 14. But Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry said Monday that the visit was no 
longer on its schedule for January. 

Ministry spokesman Emmanuel Nah- 
shon gave no reason for the apparent delay, 
but said it was possible that Pence could 
still decide to come. “It’s not on our sched¬ 
ule,” he said. “We can always adapt it and 
change it.” 

Later Monday, Pence’s deputy chief of 
staff, Jarrod Agen, said the visit was still 
on. “As we said, we are going later this 
month,” he said, without providing specific 
dates. 

Agen also said that Pence is still plan¬ 
ning to go to Egypt. 

Pence had been scheduled to visit Israel 
last month but called off the trip at late 
notice and said he would come instead in 
January. 

The official reason for the delay was 
the Senate tax vote. But it also followed 
regionwide uproar over President Donald 
Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem 


legislative agenda. 

The White House has said Trump will 
come forward with his long-awaited in¬ 
frastructure plan in January. 

Trump has also said he wants to over¬ 
haul welfare and recently predicted 
Democrats and Republicans will “even¬ 
tually come together” to develop a new 
health care plan. 

Ryan has talked about overhauling 
Medicaid and Medicare and other safe- 


as Israel’s capital. 

The Palestinians, who seek Israeli-an¬ 
nexed east Jerusalem as their capital, can¬ 
celed a planned pre-Christmas meeting 
with Pence in the biblical town of Bethle- 


ty-net programs, but McConnell has sig¬ 
naled an unwillingness to go that route 
unless there’s Democratic support for 
any changes. Republicans will have just 
a 51-49 Senate majority — well shy of the 
60 votes needed to pass most bills — giv¬ 
ing leverage to Democrats. 

Trump spent his last day in Florida as 
he spent most other days — visiting his 
golf course and tweeting. 


hem to protest Trump’s decision. 

Leading Muslim and Christian clerics in 
neighboring Egypt also said they would re¬ 
fuse to meet with Pence during a planned 
stop in Cairo. 


President 
urges action 
on Comey 
and Abedin 

By David Nakamura 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday appeared to suggest 
that Huma Abedin, a former top aide to 
Hillary Clinton, should face jail time, days 
after the State Department posted emails 
found on her estranged husband’s comput¬ 
er that included confidential government 
information. 

In a tweet, Trump also urged the Justice 
Department to act in prosecuting Abedin 
and former FBI Director James Comey, 
who the president fired in May amid the 
mounting investigation into Russia’s med¬ 
dling in the 2016 presidential election and 
contacts between Moscow and Trump’s 
campaign. 

Trump tweeted “Crooked Hillary Clin¬ 
ton’s top aid, Huma Abedin, has been 
accused of disregarding basic security pro¬ 
tocols. She put Classified Passwords into 
the hands of foreign agents. Remember 
sailors pic¬ 
tures on sub¬ 
marine? Jail! 

Deep State 
Justice Dept 
must finally 
act? Also on 
Comey & 
others” 

The State 
Department, 
responding 
to a lawsuit 
from Judicial 
Watch,posted 
online copies 
of Abedin’s 
emails from 
her nongov¬ 
ernment ad¬ 
dress that 
had been 
discovered 
on the laptop 
of her es¬ 
tranged husband, Anthony Weiner, during 
an FBI investigation. 

In his tweet, Trump appeared to be 
reacting to a report in the Daily Caller 
that found Abedin had forwarded State 
Department passwords to her personal 
Yahoo account before Yahoo faced a se¬ 
ries of high-level hacks that affected all 
account-holders. 

Trump has previously accused Comey 
of leaking sensitive information after the 
former director testified that he had asked 
a friend to pass on notes he had taken of his 
interactions with Trump to a reporter for 
The New York Times in hopes of securing 
a special prosecutor to take over the Russia 
investigation. Ethics experts said Comey’s 
actions appeared to be legally protected, 
provided he did not disclose classified 
information. 

In his tweet, Trump referred to the 
“Deep State Justice Department,” an ap¬ 
parent reference to the president’s con¬ 
tention that some elements of the U.S. 
intelligence apparatus have attempted to 
undermine his election. Trump has said 
there is no evidence that he colluded with 
Russian agents during the campaign. 

After Comey was ousted, special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller was appointed; he is 
handling the ongoing investigation and has 
brought charges against former Trump 
aides, including former national security 
adviser Michael Flynn. 


Pence’s office: Visit to Israel remains in plans 



Mandel Ngan, pool photo/AP 


Israel’s Foreign Ministry said Monday that an expected visit by Vice President Mike 
Pence has been postponed again. Pence was scheduled to visit in December. 



In a tweet Tuesday, 
President Donald 
Trump urged the Justice 
Department to prosecute 
former FBI Director 
James Comey, above. 
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Congress returning to full slate of tough issues 



By Jeff Stein 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Congress faces a 
jam-packed to-do list this month, with 
deadlines looming on difficult issues — in¬ 
cluding how to fund the government and 
avoid a shutdown, stabilizing the nation’s 
health insurance program for poor chil¬ 
dren and whether to shield young undocu¬ 
mented immigrants from deportation. 

Fresh off a party-line vote in favor of leg¬ 
islation overhauling the tax code, the ne¬ 
gotiations will test whether Congress and 
the White House still have the potential to 
craft any form of bipartisan agreement. 
If so, several of the year’s most contested 
issues might be resolved with months to 
spare before the 2018 midterm campaign 
heats up. 

If not, the government could soon be 
on the verge of a shutdown, with pressing 
questions regarding health care, immi¬ 
gration and other policies left unresolved. 
Also on the agenda is emergency relief for 
regions upended by last year’s natural di¬ 
sasters, a key national security program 
and the fate of an agreement to stabilize 
health insurance markets under the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act. 

A big unknown is whether the shortened 
timeline will prove an asset in address¬ 
ing all the issues before Congress or a 
hindrance. 

“Some of these things they’re talking 
about are huge, contentious issues,” said 
Jane Calderwood, who served as chief 
of staff for then-Sen. Olympia Snowe, R- 
Maine. “ I can’t imagine it’s doable, and 
certainly not doable in a thoughtful way.” 

Jim Manley, who served as an aide to 
then-Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., said, “I’m not sure I’ve seen any¬ 
thing like it, at least in recent years, where 
so much high-profile stuff has to be done 
right out of the gate,” 

Officials in both parties hope to make 
progress by Jan. 19, when a short-term 
government funding bill that Congress 
passed last month expires. The Senate re¬ 
turns Wednesday, and the House returns 
next Monday. 

‘Dreamers’ 

On Wednesday, senior congressional lead¬ 
ers from both parties will meet at the Capi¬ 
tol with White House budget Director Mick 
Mulvaney and legislative affairs Director 
Marc Short to renew talks on the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program, 
which expires on March 5. In September, 
President Donald Trump decided to sun¬ 
set the program — started under President 
Barack Obama — that protects 700,000 
young immigrants, often called “dream¬ 
ers,” from deportation. 

Congressional Republicans and the 
White House have demanded that any deal 
to protect these immigrants include stron¬ 
ger border enforcement — but exactly what 
that looks like is expected to be a key stick¬ 
ing point in negotiations. 

“The Democrats have been told, and fully 
understand, that there can be no DACA 
without the desperately needed WALL at 
the Southern Border and an END to the 
horrible Chain Migration & ridiculous Lot¬ 
tery System of Immigration etc.,” Trump 
said last Thursday on Twitter. “Chain mi¬ 
gration” refers to the policy that allows nat¬ 
uralized immigrants to petition for relatives 
to come to the United States. 

Congressional Democrats express open¬ 
ness to finding additional funding for bor¬ 
der security but have ruled out funding 
the wall along the U.S.-Mexico border that 
Trump promised during his presidential 
campaign. 

“We’re not going to negotiate through the 


Negotiations among lawmakers in 2018 will 
House can craft bipartisan agreements. 

press and look forward to a serious negotia¬ 
tion at Wednesday’s meeting when we come 
back,” said Drew Hammill, an aide to House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. 

Democrats are under intense pressure 
from Hispanic lawmakers and liberal ac¬ 
tivists to reject any government funding 
deal that does not resolve the issue. Al¬ 
ready, Democratic senators have helped 
pass multiple funding deals that did not 
include DACA protections, including one in 
December. 

About 22,000 DACA recipients failed to 
renew their applications after the Trump 
administration gave them 30 days to do so 
this September, with reports emerging of 
some applications getting lost in the mail. 
At least 7,800 people in this group had lost 
their DACA status by December, and the 
rest will lose protection before March, ac¬ 
cording to the Center for American Prog¬ 
ress, a left-leaning think tank. 

“If Democrats don’t hold the line and 
ensure dreamers get protected, the unity 
between the grass roots and the elected 
party will shatter,” said Ben Wikler, Wash¬ 
ington director of the progressive group 
MoveOn.org. “Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans have already kicked this can down the 
road three times already. A fourth time is 
unacceptable.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell, R-Ky., said last month he hopes a 
bipartisan working group led by Sens. Rich¬ 
ard Durbin, D-Ill., Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., and 
Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, comes up with a 
deal the Senate can pass in January. But he 
didn’t commit to a specific timetable for a 
vote. 

“We have been gridlocked on this issue 
for years,” McConnell told reporters last 
month. “We do not want to just spin our 
wheels and have nothing to show for it.” 

But congressional Republicans face pres¬ 
sure from conservative lawmakers and ac- 


J. Scott Applewhite)/AP 

test whether Congress and the White 


tivists not to find protections for dreamers. 
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, an immigration 
hawk, said last month that he urged Trump 
in a private phone call not to renew DACA. 

“Granting amnesty rewards lawbreakers 
and destroys the rule of law,” King said. 

Government funding 

Beyond DACA, lawmakers will also 
have to agree to new government funding 
levels or pass another short-term extension 
of spending limits — known as a continu¬ 
ing resolution — by Jan. 19. Failure to do 
so would cause a government shutdown, 
which would cost the economy about $6.5 
billion every week it lasts. 

Keeping the government funded at ex¬ 
isting levels (or increasing government 
spending) would put Congress on track to 
trigger automatic spending cuts through 
what is called the sequester, because of a 
2011 law that imposed caps on spending. 
Congress must raise these caps, as it did 
in 2013 and 2015, by February to avoid 
these across-the-board cuts to government 
programs. 

But Democrats and Republicans have 
been unable to resolve an impasse over 
how to raise the caps. Republicans passed 
a bill in December to increase military 
funding alone by $650 billion through 
Sept. 30, 2018. Congressional Democrats 
have held firm to the line that every dollar 
increase in military spending must be met 
by an equal increase in domestic spending, 
in line with previous agreements in the 
past to avoid the sequester. 

Lawmakers also will have to increase 
the debt ceiling by March, when the Trea¬ 
sury Department can no longer meet the 
federal government’s financial obligations 
without additional borrowing, according to 
the Bipartisan Policy Center. 


CHIP 

Similarly unresolved is the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, which 9 mil¬ 
lion children use to help meet their medical 
costs. Right before the Christmas break, 
Congress plowed $3 billion into CHIP 

— money that will prevent 1.9 million 
children from losing coverage in January, 
according to the Georgetown University 
Health Policy Institute. But that temporary 
solution keeps CHIP funded for only three 
more months, and state health programs 
throughout the country have begun notify¬ 
ing families that funding could expire. 

In November, House Republicans 
passed a bill to fund CHIP, but Democrats 
argued that the measure did so by remov¬ 
ing money from a public health preventive 
care fund set up under the Affordable Care 
Act. Democrats want CHIP funded with¬ 
out cutting funding for other federal health 
programs. 

The law authorizing the government to 
obtain communications of foreign intel¬ 
ligence targets without an individualized 
warrant — a process that also collects the 
emails and phone calls of any Americans 
in communication with the foreign targets 

— is set to expire on Jan. 19. The program, 
originally set to end on Jan. 1, was extend¬ 
ed for three weeks at the last minute before 
the Christmas recess. 

Intelligence officials have said that 
under the law, which is known as Section 
702 of the FISA Amendments Act, existing 
court orders allowing surveillance will re¬ 
main in effect until April. Security hawks 
and the intelligence community have de¬ 
fended it as an essential safeguard against 
terrorism and a valuable tool for gathering 
foreign intelligence, while civil liberty ad¬ 
vocates say that without revisions, it cre¬ 
ates the potential for abuses of government 
power. A House aide predicted that the 
program would be put to a stand-alone vote 
shortly after Congress returns. 

Before the Christmas break, the House 
approved an $81 billion relief package for 
victims of recent hurricanes and wildfires 
in California. Democrats criticized that 
plan as inadequate, particularly for the 
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, which 
are still struggling with widespread power 
outages. Democrats in the Senate rejected 
the House package right before the Christ¬ 
mas recess, but members of both parties 
agree on the imminent need to allocate 
emergency funding. 

Disaster funding “may have to slip to 
next year,” Senate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said last month. “I think 
we can work it out in a bipartisan way. I 
certainly do. But just jamming it through 
without consulting us and not being fair to 
so many other parts of the country doesn’t 
make sense.” 

Senate Republican leadership also had 
promised Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
passage of a bill to shore up the Affordable 
Care Act’s individual markets in exchange 
for her yes vote on the GOP tax package. 

The Republican tax bill is expected to 
undercut the insurance markets by elimi¬ 
nating the individual mandate — a require¬ 
ment under the ACA that Americans buy 
insurance or face a penalty. 

Collins has backed one measure to give 
insurers $4.5 billion to compensate costs 
for the very sick and another that would 
restore “cost-sharing reductions” for poor 
people. (The Trump administration cut off 
these payments.) Either one would help 
offset at least some of the impact to the 
markets caused by the tax law and other 
administration actions. 

But it is not clear that the measures can 
get through Congress. Republicans in the 
House have signaled they may refuse to let 
McConnell honor that agreement, to which 
they were not a party. 
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California rolls out 
recreational pot 
sales to long lines 

By Brian Melley 
and Kathleen Ronayne 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—From 
a pot shop in Santa Cruz that hung 
a banner proclaiming “Prohibi¬ 
tion is Over!” to one in San Diego 
handing out T-shirts showing the 
first moon landing and declar¬ 
ing a “giant leap for mankind,” 
the Golden State turned a shade 
greener with its first sales of rec¬ 
reational marijuana. 

Ceremonial ribbon cuttings 
marked the occasion Monday as 
the nation’s biggest producer of 
illicit marijuana moved from the 
shadows toward a regulated mar¬ 
ket. Freebies and food greeted 
those who waited in long lines 
to get their hands on weed with 
names like “Oh Geezus” and “Ba¬ 
nana Breath.” 

“I’m scared, I’m excited, I’m 
relieved,” exclaimed Kimberly 
Cargile, director of a shop in Sac¬ 
ramento that has sold medical pot 
since 2009. 

Cargile’s shop, A Therapeutic 
Alternative, opened at 9 a.m. with 
the celebratory cutting of a red 
ribbon — a symbolic gesture that 
could be seen as a nod to those 
who cut through red tape to open 
the doors to a new era. 

First-day sales were brisk in 
shops lucky enough to score one 
of the roughly 100 state licenses 
issued so far, but would-be cus¬ 
tomers in some of the state’s 
largest cities encountered reefer 
sadness. 

Riverside and Fresno outlawed 
sales and Los Angeles and San 
Francisco didn’t act soon enough 
to authorize shops to get state li¬ 
censes by New Year’s Day. 

The state and local govern- 



Photos by Mathew Sumner/AP 


Margot Simpson, right, purchases marijuana at Harborside 
marijuana dispensary Monday in Oakland, Calif. 

widespread concern that long-es¬ 
tablished businesses would have 
to shut down during the interim. 

Attorneys advising a group of 
city dispensaries have concluded 
those businesses can legally sell 
medicinal marijuana as “col¬ 
lectives” until they obtain local 
and state licenses under the new 
system, said Jerred Kiloh, of the 
United Cannabis Business Asso¬ 
ciation, an industry group. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
how many of those shops, if any, 
opened. 

With sales lighting up around 
California, the nation’s most pop¬ 
ulous state joined a growing list 
of others, and the nation’s capital, 
where so-called recreational mar¬ 
ijuana is permitted even though 
the federal government continues 
to classify pot as a controlled sub¬ 
stance, such as heroin and LSD. 

The state banned what it called 
“loco-weed” in 1913, though it 
has eased criminal penalties for 
use of the drug since the 1970s 
and was the first state to legalize 
marijuana for medicinal purpos¬ 
es in 1996. 

California voters in 2016 made 
it legal for adults 21 and older to 
grow, possess and use limited 
quantities of marijuana, but it 
wasn’t legal to sell it for recre¬ 
ational purposes until Monday. 



A lighted sign advertises deals at 
Harborside on Monday. 


ments still have a lot of work 
ahead to get the massive industry 
running; it is projected to bring in 
$1 billion annually in tax revenue 
within several years. 

Charles Boldwyn, chief com¬ 
pliance officer of ShowGrow in 
Santa Ana, which opened to re¬ 
tail customers Monday, said he’s 
concerned that a delay in local 
and state approvals could cre¬ 
ate a shortage of products for 
consumers. 

“We’re looking at ... hundreds 
of licensed cultivators and manu¬ 
facturers coming out of an envi¬ 


ronment where we literally had 
thousands of people who were 
cultivating and manufacturing,” 
Boldwyn said. “So the red tape is 
a bit of a bottleneck in the supply 
chain.” 

Regulators at the Bureau of 
Cannabis Control worked through 
the holiday to try to process 1,400 
pending license applications for 
retail sales, distribution, testing 
facilities and other businesses, 
bureau spokesman Alex Traverso 
said. 

A flood of applications for shops 
in LA and San Francisco is ex¬ 
pected after being approved lo¬ 
cally. Because Los Angeles is the 
biggest market in the state, some 
of those shops will be licensed by 
the state more quickly than others 
already in line, Traverso said. 

The status of Los Angeles shops 
highlights broad confusion over 
the new law. 

Los Angeles officials said they 
won’t begin accepting license ap¬ 
plications until Wednesday, and 
it might take weeks before any li¬ 
censes are issued. That has led to 


* I’m scared, I’m excited, I’m relieved, f 

Kimberly Cargile 

director of the shop A Therapeutic Alternative 


Carlson named chair of Miss America amid email scandal 


Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — For¬ 
mer Fox News Channel anchor 
and 1989 Miss America Gretchen 
Carlson was named chairwoman 
of the Miss America Organiza¬ 
tion’s board of directors Monday, 
and three other past pageant win¬ 
ners will join her on the board. 

The new leadership comes 
less than two weeks after leaked 
emails surfaced showing CEO 
Sam Haskell and others dispar¬ 
aging the appearance, intellect 
and sex lives of former Miss 
Americas. 

Haskell resigned Dec. 23, along 
with two other top leaders. 

The selection of Carlson marks 
the first time a former pageant 
winner has served as the leader 
of the nearly 100-year-old orga¬ 
nization. The organization also 
announced the appointments of 


three other 
past Miss 
Americas: 
2012 winner 
Laura Kaep- 
peler Fleiss, 
2000 win¬ 
ner Heath¬ 
er French 
Henry and 
Kate Shin- 
dle, who 
won in 1998 and now serves as 
president of the Actors’ Equity 
Association. Their appointments 
take effect immediately, as does 
Carlson’s. 

“Everyone has been stunned 
by the events of the last several 
days, and this has not been easy 
for anyone who loves this pro¬ 
gram,” Carlson said in a state¬ 
ment issued by the Miss America 
Organization. 


“In the end, we all want a 
strong, relevant Miss America 
and we appreciate the existing 
board taking the steps necessary 
to quickly begin stabilizing the 
organization for the future.” 

Carlson said she and the new 
board would immediately work 
with all Miss America stakehold¬ 
ers, including the organization’s 
state executive directors and 
former state titleholders, “to con¬ 
tinue an ongoing inclusive and 
transparent process to identify 
additional new board members 
and management.” 

The new board also looks for¬ 
ward to working with the organi¬ 
zation’s many sponsors, “seeking 
input while creating a viable, 
forward-looking Miss America 
Organization for this and future 
generations of young women,” 
Carlson said. 


In the emails published last 
month by the Huffington Post, 
pageant officials ridiculed the ap¬ 
pearance, intellect and sex lives 
of former Miss Americas. One 
email used a vulgar term for fe¬ 
male genitalia to refer to past 
Miss America winners, another 
included a wish that a particular 
former Miss America had died 
and others speculated about the 
number of sex partners another 
former Miss America has had. 

The ensuing uproar led to 
the resignations of Haskell; the 
group’s president, Josh Randle; 
board chairwoman Lynn Weidner; 
and another board member. 

Dick Clark Productions cut ties 
with the Miss America Organiza¬ 
tion over the emails, calling them 
“appalling.” 



Carlson 


Michigan 
focuses 
on bicycle 
safety laws 

By David Eggert 

Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. — In the 
capital of the U.S. auto industry, 
drivers have been slow to accept 
that more Americans are choos¬ 
ing bicycles over cars for com¬ 
muting or for fun and exercise. 

While other states adopted 
bike-friendly safety laws to ac¬ 
commodate cycling’s soaring 
popularity, Michigan steered 
clear of the trend and watched as 
more riders got killed by cars. 

Now lawmakers are trying to 
make up for lost time by seek¬ 
ing some of the nation’s strict¬ 
est bike-safety regulations and 
tough new penalties for distract¬ 
ed motorists who cause serious 
injury or death while using a mo¬ 
bile device. 

It could be a culture shock for 
a state where Fords, Chevys and 
Chryslers have reigned supreme 
for generations. 

“It’s a really, really hot topic,” 
said Republican Rep. Triston 
Cole, chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastruc¬ 
ture Committee. The bills have 
widespread support in the Senate 
and are awaiting further study in 
the House. 

If the proposals become law, 
Michigan cyclists would gain 
additional legal protections and 
motorists would have to wait for 
5 feet of clearance before pass¬ 
ing a bike — a wider berth than 
all but one other state. 

Cyclists say it is time for the 
state with the Motor City to 
change. 

Many drivers “are just angry 
that we’re out there. They yell 
at us. They drive aggressively 
toward us,” said Paul Gobble, 
a photographer, designer and 
member of “The Chain Gang,” a 
club that organizes casual week¬ 
ly rides on Tuesday nights. 

Thirty-eight cyclists were 
killed on Michigan roads last 
year, almost double the number 
two years earlier. Nearly 2,000 
were injured. Nationwide, 840 
cyclists were killed in 2016, the 
most in 25 years. 

Gobble, 48, was involved in 
one of the nation’s deadliest ve¬ 
hicle-bike crashes when a pickup 
truck driver allegedly under the 
influence of drugs hit a group of 
nine cyclists in June 2016 near 
Kalamazoo, killing five. Gobble, 
who suffered a brain injury and 
broken bones in his back, neck, 
leg and ribs, said there is a “great 
deal of ignorance” about cyclists’ 
rights to use the road. 

Other measures being consid¬ 
ered would expand an anti-tex¬ 
ting ban and mandate that teen 
drivers receive at least one hour 
of instruction on laws pertaining 
to bicycles and other “vulner¬ 
able” roadway users. 
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An Amtrak train derailed and fell off of a bridge on Dec. 18. The 
curve at the site of the derailment was identified years ago as an 
obstacle to Washington state’s high-speed rail dream. 


Curve straightening 
at Amtrak derailment 
site not a state priority 


By Mike Lindblom 

The Seattle Times 

SEATTLE — The curve where 
Amtrak Cascades 501 derailed 
Dec. 18, killing three people, was 
identified years ago as an obstacle 
to Washington state’s dream of 
creating high-speed rail. 

The corridor between Lake- 
wood and Nisqually “includes 
unsuitable sharp curvature,” said 
the state’s long-range plan, writ¬ 
ten in 2006. “A new connection, 
largely on structure because of 
differences in elevation, with a 
speed limit of one hundred mph 
will be required.” 

Yet the curve remains, a sym¬ 
bol of unsteady political support 
in the United States for rapid-rail 
infrastructure. 

Even with $800 million in 
Obama administration stimulus 
money, Washington state didn’t 
rebuild it. 

The state decided instead to 
spread that cash among 20 proj¬ 
ects, mostly to make its 79-mph 
corridor through Western Wash¬ 
ington more reliable. Those proj¬ 
ects include landslide prevention 
in Mukilteo, new Port of Vancou¬ 
ver, Wash., freight tracks to clear 
shipments out of the way of Am¬ 
trak Cascades, and renovating 
historic King Street Station in 
Seattle. 


To straighten the DuPont curve 
and adjoining trestle over Inter¬ 
state 5 would have driven the total 
cost to at least $412 million for the 
14.5-mile passenger-rail corridor 
that opened this month from the 
Tacoma Dome to Lakewood and 
DuPont. That’s more than double 
the $181 million actual cost to 
rebuild the century-old segment 
with the 30-mph curve left in 
place. 

Amtrak Cascades 501 was going 
78 mph in a 30-mph area when the 
lead locomotive jumped off the 
tracks to the right, where the rails 
curve toward an Interstate 5 over¬ 
crossing. The engineer, who was 
accompanied by another crew 
member, didn’t slow the train, for 
reasons yet to be determined. 

Washington’s incremental proj¬ 
ects are a far cry from true high¬ 
speed rail, defined in the United 
States as reaching a 110- to 150- 
mph top speed in regional corri- 
dors-achieved only on two Amtrak 
lines in the Northeast, while con¬ 
struction is just beginning in Cali¬ 
fornia on a 200-mph system. 

Worldwide there are more than 
50 corridors 150 mph or quick¬ 
er, including the famous TGV 
in France. Japanese Shinkasen 
trains cruise at 200 mph, and last 
month, China Railway opened a 
155-mph line. 


Chicago homicides fall in 
2017, but still 650 killed 


By Don Babwin 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Chicago ended 
2017 with fewer homicides than 
the year before, but gang vio¬ 
lence in the city’s most danger¬ 
ous neighborhoods kept the total 
number of killings above the 600 
mark for only the second time in 
more than a decade. 

The Chicago Police Depart¬ 
ment released statistics Monday 
that show the number of homi¬ 
cides fell from 771 in 2016 to 650 
last year. The number of shoot¬ 
ings dropped from 3,550 to 2,785 
during the same period. 

Although the drops were sig¬ 
nificant, the homicide total in a 
repeat of 2016 eclipsed the num¬ 
ber of killings in New York City 
and Los Angeles combined. 

“You still have to start with the 
fact that 600 people dead in Chi¬ 
cago is a hell of a lot of people to 
be dead in one year,” said the Rev. 
Marshall Hatch, whose church is 
in one of the most violent neigh¬ 
borhoods on the city’s West Side. 

Still, the drops — and the rea¬ 
sons behind the lower numbers — 
have police and others optimistic 
that some of their efforts will lead 
to more declines over the next 
year. Chief among those efforts 
will be the expansion of the high- 
tech strategies and equipment 
to fight crime, including devices 
that pinpoint where gunshots are 
fired. 

“I am proud of the progress our 
officers made in reducing gun vi¬ 
olence all across the city in 2017,” 
Chicago Police Superintendent 
Eddie Johnson said in a state¬ 
ment. “In 2018, we are going to 
work to build on the progress we 
made last year — to reduce gun 
violence to save lives and to find 
justice for victims.” 

Police have been particularly 
encouraged by the results of set¬ 
ting up Strategic Decision Sup¬ 
port Centers in six of the city’s 22 
police districts, including those 
in the most violent pockets of the 
city. The centers are equipped 
with sound-detection technology 



John J. Kim, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Police lift crime scene tape after two people were shot in Chicago 
in September. The city ended 2017 with fewer homicides than the 
year before, but the total went beyond the 600 mark for just the 
second time in over a decade. 


that enables the department to 
instantly know where the sound 
of gunfire is coming from and to 
alert officers through computer 
screens in 
. their squad 

■ You still cars u and 

. smartphones, 

have to One of the 

first districts 
where a cen¬ 
ter was set 
up was in 
Englewood, a 
neighborhood 
on Chicago’s 
South Side 
that has long 
been known 
as one of the 
city’s most 
violent. 

Englewood 
had seen 48 
homicides as 
of late De¬ 
cember, com¬ 
pared to 86 
during the same period in 2016. 
Police hope the trend continues 
in the neighborhood. They plan to 
roll out centers in six more police 
districts this year. 

There were reminders in 2017, 
though, that gang violence con¬ 
tinues to rage in the city and take 


You still 
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start with 
the fact 
that 600 
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dead in 
Chicago 
is a hell 
of a lot of 
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be dead in 
one year . f 

Rev. Marshall 
Hatch 


lives no matter what strategies 
police try to implement. In one 
suspected gang shooting in Feb¬ 
ruary, a 2-year-old boy was killed 
on the West Side while riding in a 
car with his uncle. Police believe 
the 26-year-old uncle, a gang 
member, was the intended target. 

To crack down on gang mem¬ 
bers, Johnson said prosecutors 
and police will step up use of the 
state’s anti-racketeering law “to 
hold leaders of these gangs more 
accountable.” Cook County prose¬ 
cutors first tested the Street Gang 
RICO Act in a trial that ended last 
month with the conviction of half 
a dozen leaders of a West Side 
street gang. 

Hatch, the West Side minister, 
hopes Chicago’s homicide num¬ 
bers continue to fall, but worries 
this will bring complacency and 
a feeling that more officers and 
technology are all the city needs. 

“My concern is that if we put 
too much emphasis ... on policing 
and technology and not enough 
on the investments in social ser¬ 
vices, those numbers will go up 
again because we have not ad¬ 
dressed the social conditions that 
are driving all the violence,” he 
said. 


In unusual step, NC town tells victims of destroyed rape kits 


By Martha Waggoner 

Associated Press 

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. — When Veronica 
was raped more than 13 years ago, she said 
neither the police nor the hospital staff be¬ 
lieved her story that a longtime friend at¬ 
tacked her while his mother was in the next 
room. 

“I was treated like a female crying wolf,” 
said Veronica, who said the man raped her 
while she was unconscious. She believes he 
drugged her drink. 

She was surprised, earlier this year, when 
she got a call from the initial investigating 
officer, John Somerindyke, who apologized 
for how she was treated and for something 


that Veronica didn’t yet know: Her rape kit 
was among 333 kits that Fayetteville police 
had thrown away. 

Years after the kits were discarded, Fay¬ 
etteville police began working with a crisis 
group to call the victims and tell them what 
happened. 

The Joyful Heart Foundation, which works 
to end the backlogs, said Fayetteville police 
may stand alone in the effort to contact sur¬ 
vivors about trashed rape kits. “I don’t know 
of any others that have taken it on like Fay¬ 
etteville has by apologizing to survivors and 
to communities and trying to do what they 
can to fix it,” said Ilse Knecht, director of ad¬ 
vocacy and policy for the foundation, found¬ 
ed by actress Mariska Hargitay. 


Police began throwing the kits away in 
1999 to make space in the evidence room. 
Somerindyke, now a lieutenant, discovered 
the kits were missing in February 2015 when 
he reviewed unsolved rape cases. 

Instead of simply moving on and vowing 
to do better in the future, the Fayetteville 
Police Department announced what hap¬ 
pened and then called victims individually, 
including those cases in which arrests had 
been made. 

The department enlisted the help of Rape 
Crisis Volunteers of Cumberland County, 
which got grant money and hired a victim’s 
advocate to make the calls. The advocate, 
Danielle Sgro, said victims’ responses ran 
the gamut. Some were angry or sad their kits 


were destroyed and said the calls stirred up 
memories they’d pushed aside. But others 
were grateful that someone cared enough to 
call. 

Veronica, who agreed to let the AP use her 
first name, but not her last, said she’s among 
the grateful ones. The Associated Press 
doesn’t typically publish names of sexual- 
assault victims. 

“There was an apology for things not 
being handled how they should have been,” 
said Veronica, 34, who joined the Air Force 
after her attack and moved around the coun¬ 
try before settling in Fayetteville again. “He 
(Somerindyke) was interested in rectifying 
that as much as possible in the now. That’s 
beyond appreciated.” 
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Khamenei says 
'enemies of Iran' 
meddling in affairs 


By Nasser Karimi 
and Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Clashes 
overnight between protesters and 
security forces in Iran killed nine 
people, state television reported 
Tuesday, including some rioters 
who tried to storm a police station 
to steal weapons. 

The demonstrations, the largest 
to strike Iran since its disputed 
2009 presidential election, have 
seen six days of unrest across 
the country and a death toll of at 
least 20. Offering his first com¬ 
ments since they began, Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
on Tuesday accused the “enemies 
of Iran” of meddling in the coun¬ 
try’s affairs. 

The protests began last Thurs¬ 
day in Mashhad over Iran’s weak 
economy and a jump in food 
prices and have expanded to sev¬ 
eral cities, with some protesters 
chanting against the government 
and the supreme leader, Ayatol¬ 
lah Ali Khamenei. Hundreds of 
people have been arrested, and 
a prominent judge on Tuesday 
warned that some could face 
death penalty trials. 

State TV reported that six peo¬ 
ple were killed during an attack 
on a police station in the town 
of Qahdarijan. It reported that 
clashes were sparked by rioters 
who tried to steal guns from the 
police station. 

State TV also said an 11-year- 
old boy and a 20-year-old man 
were killed in the town of Kho- 
meinishahr, while a member of 
Iran’s paramilitary Revolution¬ 
ary Guard was killed in the town 
of Najafabad. It said all three 
were shot by hunting rifles, 
which are common in the Iranian 


countryside. 

The towns are all in Iran’s cen¬ 
tral Isfahan province, some 215 
miles south of Tehran. 

It wasn’t immediately clear if 
the Revolutionary Guard mem¬ 
ber was the same fatality report¬ 
ed late Monday night by Iran’s 
semi-official Mehr news agency. 
Mehr had said an assailant using 
a hunting rifle killed a policeman 
and wound¬ 
ed three 
others in 
Najafabad. 

Monday 
marked the 
first night to 
see a fatal¬ 
ity among 
Iran’s secu¬ 
rity forces. 

Khamenei Presi¬ 

dent Hassan 
Rouhani has acknowledged the 
public’s anger over the Islamic 
Republic’s flagging economy, 
though he and others warned that 
the government wouldn’t hesitate 
to crack down on those it consid¬ 
ers lawbreakers. All the protest 
rallies so far haven’t received 
prior permission from the Interi¬ 
or Ministry, making them illegal 
under Iranian law. 

In comments posted to his offi¬ 
cial website, Khamenei appeared 
to blame foreign nations for at 
least exacerbating the unrest 
gripping Iran. 

“In the recent days’ incidents, 
enemies of Iran utilized various 
means — including money, weap¬ 
on, politics and intelligence appa¬ 
ratuses — to create problems for 
the Islamic system,” he said. 

Khamenei said he would elabo¬ 
rate further in the coming days. 

In Tehran alone, 450 protest¬ 
ers have been arrested in the 
last three days, the semi-offi- 




AP 


A university student attends a protest inside Tehran University while 
a smoke grenade is thrown by anti-riot Iranian police in Tehran, Iran. 

*ln the recent days’ incidents, enemies 
of Iran utilized various means ... to 
create problems for the Islamic system, f 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

supreme leader of Iran 


cial ILNA news agency reported 
Tuesday. ILNA quoted Ali As- 
ghar Nasserbakht, a security 
deputy governor of Tehran, as 
saying security forces arrested 
200 protesters Saturday, 150 on 
Sunday and 100 on Monday. So 
far, authorities have not released 
a nationwide figure for arrests. 

The head of Tehran’s Revo¬ 
lutionary Court also reportedly 
warned Tuesday that arrested 
protesters could potentially face 
death penalty cases when they 
come to trial. 

Iran’s semi-official Tasnim 
news agency quoted Mousa Gha- 
zanfarabadi as saying, “Obvi¬ 
ously, one of their charges can 
be Moharebeh,” or waging war 
against God. That’s a death pen¬ 
alty offense in Iran. 

Ghazanfarabadi also was quot¬ 
ed as saying some protesters will 
come to trial soon on charges of 
acting against national security 
and damaging public properties. 


Iran’s Revolutionary Court 
handles cases involving al¬ 
leged attempts to overthrow the 
government. 

The protests began over Iran’s 
economy, which has improved 
since the nuclear deal that saw 
Iran agree to limit its enrichment 
of uranium in exchange for the 
end of some international sanc¬ 
tions. Tehran now sells its oil on 
the global market and has signed 
deals to purchase tens of bil¬ 
lions of dollars worth of Western 
aircraft. 

That improvement has not 
reached the average Iranian, 
however. Unemployment remains 
high, and official inflation has 
crept up to 10 percent again. A 
recent increase in egg and poul¬ 
try prices by as much as 40 per¬ 
cent, which the government has 
blamed on a cull over avian flu 
fears, appears to have been the 
spark for the economic protests. 


American blogger Logan Paul apologizes for YouTube video 


By Yuri Kageyama 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — American blogger Logan Paul 
apologized Tuesday after getting slammed for 
a video he shared on YouTube that appeared 
to show a body hanging in a Japanese forest 
known as a suicide spot. 

Paul, who has millions of Twitter followers 
and YouTube subscribers, posted an apology 
on his Twitter site, saying: “Where do I begin. 
Let’s start with this. I’m sorry.” 

Although the video has been taken down, 
segments were still online. Critics, who have 
also gone online, say what was offensive was 
Paul’s giggling and joking about the body. 

The video, posted Sunday, shows Paul going 
on a trek with friends in the Aokigahara for¬ 
est, near Mount Fuji. He seems aware that the 
site is sometimes chosen for suicides but is 
surprised to come across what appears to be a 
body hanging from a tree. 


He said he had wanted to raise awareness 
about suicide and possibly save lives, and he 
denied his goal was to drive clicks. 

“I thought I 
could make a 
positive ripple on 
the internet, not 
cause a monsoon 
of negativity,” he 
said in his Twit¬ 
ter post. 

Paul posted a 
more sanguine 
video on You¬ 
Tube on Monday, 
showing him 
romping through 
a Tokyo park, talking about his apparel brand, 
visiting gadget stores and running around city 
streets wearing a Pokemon outfit. He briefly 
mentioned the encounter with a body at the 
start of the video, saying, “That was weird.” 


Japan has a relatively high rate of suicides, 
with more than 21,000 a year, according to 
government data. Its per capita suicide rate is 
among the highest in the world. 

Many blame the high suicide rate on the 
value placed on conformity, excelling and 
hard work in the country. 

Suicide also does not suffer the religious 
stigma that it does in other cultures. Ritual 
suicide, known as seppuku, or hara-kiri, has 
long been portrayed in movies and theater as 
an honorable way to take responsibility. 

The Mount Fuji forest has been known for 
suicides for decades because people can eas¬ 
ily get lost there and know they won’t be found 
for a long time. 

Although Japan has many suicide-preven¬ 
tion groups, the culture of shame has family 
members of convicted criminals, people who 
have racked up massive debt and youngsters 
bullied at school often turning to suicide. 


I thought I 
could make a 
positive ripple on 
the internet, not 
cause a monsoon 
of negativity. * 

Logan Paul 

American blogger 


4 militants 
executed 
in Egypt 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt on Tuesday 
executed four Islamic militants 
following their conviction by a 
military tribunal of killing three 
military academy students in a 
2015 bomb attack that wounded 
six others. 

The attack took place outside a 
stadium in the Nile Delta city of 
Kafr el-Sheikh as the military ca¬ 
dets were waiting for a bus to take 
them to the academy. 

Tuesday’s executions at a pris¬ 
on in the Mediterranean port 
city of Alexandria bring to 19 
the number of militants executed 
over the past week. 

Authorities executed 15 mili¬ 
tants on Dec. 26 after a military 
court convicted and sentenced 
them to death over a 2013 attack 
on a military checkpoint in the 
Sinai Peninsula, home to a long- 
running insurgency by Islamic 
militants. An officer and eight sol¬ 
diers were killed in that attack. 

Six militants were hanged in a 
separate terrorism case in 2015 
after being convicted, also by a 
military tribunal. 

Rights groups say the legal 
process against all 21 was flawed. 
They also decried last month’s 
executions, arguing that at least 
one of the 15 was tortured in de¬ 
tention and that relatives were not 
allowed to see them on the day 
of their execution in accordance 
with regulations covering capital 
punishment. 

The spate of executions follows 
an uptick in high-profile attacks 
by militants and repeated vows 
by President Abdel-Fattah el- 
Sissi to use “brute force” to crush 
the insurgency, now spearheaded 
by a local affiliate of the extrem¬ 
ist Islamic State. 

El-Sissi also has warned that 
he expected ISIS militants who 
had fought in Syria and Iraq to 
join the Sinai insurgency after 
the loss of their strongholds in the 
two countries. 

On Friday, a militant killed 
at least nine people when he at¬ 
tacked a Christian church in a 
Cairo suburb and a nearby Chris¬ 
tian-owned shop. 

On Dec. 19, militants fired a 
guided rocket that damaged a he¬ 
licopter at the airport of el-Arish 
during a previously unannounced 
visit by the defense and interior 
ministers to the Sinai coastal city. 
ISIS claimed responsibility for 
both attacks. 

In the deadliest attack by mili¬ 
tants on civilians, 311 worship¬ 
pers were killed inside a mosque 
in northern Sinai on Nov. 24. 

There was no claim of respon¬ 
sibility for the massacre, but wit¬ 
ness accounts said the gunmen 
carried ISIS’ black banner. 
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The first Stars and Stripes was 
printed during the Civil War, when 
a band of Union soldiers published 
a handful of editions. 

During World War I, Stars and 
Stripes reappeared in Paris on 
February 8,1918, to serve the 
doughboys of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order 
of General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing. An all-military staff 
produced it weekly until the 
war’s end. 

A second renaissance began on 
April 18, 1942, when a small 
group of servicemen began 
publishing a four-page weekly 
Stars and Stripes in London. They 
sold each copy for “tuppence” 
(about 5 cents) and in no time 
doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead 
of weekly. 

The first World War II edition of 
Stars and Stripes featured an 
interview with Gen. George C. 
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff. 
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, 
World War I Commander of the 
AEF, who described Stripes as a 
major factor in sustaining morale. 
Stars and Stripes later found a 
champion and protector in Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander and later 
president of the United States. 

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off 
policy in regard to Stars and 
Stripes that continues to the 
present day. 

Operations expanded, following 
GIs to the battlefront to bring them 
the news. During the war, Stars 
and Stripes published over 30 


separate editions, running 
up to 24 pages per issue. 

At one time, Stars and 
Stripes had some 25 
printing locations in Europe, 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and the Pacific. The Pacific 
edition was launched a week 
after VE day (Victory in 
Europe, May 8,1945). 

The war ended—but Stars 
and Stripes kept going. Its 
reporters and photographers 
continued to join American 
troops in the field, through¬ 
out the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, during the 1990s 
Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

From the 2003 outset of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Stars and Stripes was there 
to report first-hand. The war 
in Afghanistan continues to 
receive steady coverage. 

And during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Stripes reporters 
embedded with military 
units in Kuwait and Iraq, 
as well as on Navy ships in 
the region. 


Stars and Stripes today is a 
multimedia news organization. The 
majority of Stars and Stripes 
unique reporting efforts is read 
now in digital form, either online at 
stripes.com or via mobile offerings 
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in 
over 200 countries around 
the world. 

The print newspaper is still avail¬ 
able for servicemembers, govern¬ 
ment civilians and their families in 


Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific—and in contingency areas. 
Washington, D.C., hosts the 
Central office, where daily editions 
are transmitted to printers in 
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in 
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and 
South Korea. Stars and Stripes 
also publishes several weeklies 
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa), designed to serve the 


needs of their respective 
military communities. 

A U.S. edition comprised exclu¬ 
sively of Stars and Stripes reports 
from around the world now serves 
stateside forces and veterans. 

The U.S. edition is published in 
partnership with commercial 
newspaper publishers who 
serve communities with large 
military populations. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 

RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE 


@2015 Columbia Journalism 
School Dart Awards - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Finalist: Martin Kuz: "Army Sgt. 
Issac Sims left the war in Iraq, 
but it didn’t leave him” 

® 2014 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Recipient: Martin Kuz: “Death 
shapes life for teams that prepar 
bodies of fallen troops for final 


@ 2014 VFW News Media Award - 

For outstanding contribution to a bet 


@ 2013 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Notable Narrative Winner 
Recipient: Laura Rauch 

@ 2013 Best American Newspaper 
Narrative Writing Contest - 

Notable Narrative Winner Recipient: 
Martin Kuz: “Soldiers Recount Attack’ 1 


@ 2013 National Headline Awards - 

Second Place: News Series 
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded; 

A Family Challenged) 

@ 2011 Military Photographer of the Year - 

Flonorable Mention 
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts 

@ 2011 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Breaking News Photography 
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001+ 
or Affiliated Website/National 
Magazine) Recipient: Laura Rauch: 

“For those I love I will sacrifice" 

® 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary 
Award for Excellence in Journalism - 

k” Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation 


Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipient: Jon Rabiroff 

@ 2010 National Headliner Awards - 

First Place: Public Service (Forcing Change) - 

Third Place: News Series 

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce) 

@ 2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism - 

George Polk Award for Military Reporting 
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane III 
and Kevin Baron 

@ 2007 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation) 
Recipient: Monte Morin 


@2006 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono; 
Honorable mention: Nancy Montgomery 
Photography: Fred Zimmerman 


INDEPENDENT NEWS FOR THE 
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY 


Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 

























Page 14 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 3,2018 


WORLD 


Japanese emperor 
greeted by record 
New Year's crowd 


By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated. Press 

TOKYO — Japanese Emperor 
Akihito, who will abdicate the 
Chrysanthemum Throne and 
hand it to his son next year, was 
showered with cheers from tens 
of thousands of New Year’s well- 
wishers Tuesday at the Imperial 
Palace. 

“Happy New Year,” the 84- 
year-old emperor said from a 
balcony. “I wish that this year 
will prove a gentle and spiritually 
fulfilling one for as many people 
as possible.” 

Crown Prince Naruhito and 
his wife, Masako, appeared at the 
emperor’s side. Masako, a for¬ 
mer diplomat, has suffered from 
stress and has often skipped pub¬ 
lic events, and it’s unclear how 
she will manage her new role as 
empress. 

The number of well-wishers to¬ 
taled 126,720, up from 97,000 last 
year and a record for Akihito’s 
reign, known as the era of Heisei, 
according to the Imperial House¬ 
hold Agency. A new emperor next 
year means Japan will enter an¬ 
other era, whose name will be se¬ 
lected with great fanfare. 

Emperors have rarely abdicat¬ 
ed in Japan, the last time being 
200 years ago. Akihito’s father, 
wartime Emperor Hirohito, died 
in 1989 of an illness. 

Akihito’s abdication was set 
last month for April 30, 2019, 


after he expressed his wish to re¬ 
tire because of his age and health 
concerns. 

The New Year’s appearance is 
a rare opportunity for the public 
to greet the emperor on palace 
grounds, and this year’s had been 
expected to attract even more 
people than usual because of his 
retirement. The other such ap¬ 
pearance he makes each year is 
for his birthday in December. 

The emperor’s role has been 
symbolic since Japan’s defeat 
in World War II, and he and the 
imperial family have no political 
powers. 

Naruhito and Masako have one 
child, Princess Aiko, but only 
males can inherit the throne. Ma¬ 
sako has suffered stress-related 
problems, and it is widely be¬ 
lieved criticism about not giving 
birth to an heir may have been a 
cause of her stress. 

From the start, when Masako 
married Naruhito in 1993, the 
public was aware of the pressures 
she might face in the cloistered 
tradition-bound royal family. Na¬ 
ruhito, educated at Oxford, made 
a widely publicized remark that 
he would “protect Masako.” 

Naruhito has a younger brother 
who has a son among his three 
children. 

Akihito and Empress Michiko, 
the first commoner to marry into 
the royal family, are popular in 
Japan. 

Although Japan fought World 



Photos by Eugene Hoshiko/AP 


Japanese Emperor Akihito, right, with Crown Prince Naruhito waves to well-wishers from the balcony 
during his New Year’s public appearance with his family members at Imperial Palace in Tokyo on 
Tuesday. 

War II in the name of the emper¬ 
or, Akihito has always stood for 
peace. Hirohito had been viewed 
as divine. No one had even heard 
his voice until the nation’s defeat 
in 1945. 

Before the royal couple retires, 
they are expected to visit places 
that commemorate peace, as well 
as people who fled their homes 
after the 2011 tsunami set off a 
nuclear disaster in northeastern 
Japan. 

Also in the spotlight during this 
year’s balcony appearance was 
Princess Mako, the emperor’s 
granddaughter and Naruhito’s 
niece, who announced last year 
that she will marry Kei Komuro, 
a legal assistant, who attended 
the same university in Tokyo as 
Mako. 

The wedding is set for later 
this year. Once they marry, Mako 
will no longer be a princess and 
won’t take part in the annual New 
Year’s appearances. 



Well-wishers wait for an appearance of Akihito at Imperial Palace on 
Tuesday. 


Wood, fire are key ingredients in Argentina’s cuisine 



Natacha Pisarenko/AP 

Calamari cooks inside a wood-burning oven at Proper restaurant in 


By Luis Andres Henao 

Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
— Flames glow, smoke billows and 
the aroma of slowly burning logs 
blends with the flavors of lightly 
charred calamari with broccoli 
and aioli cooked inside a hand¬ 
made wood-fired oven. 

Like other dishes at Proper res¬ 
taurant, essential ingredients for 
this house favorite are timber and 
fire. Proper was recently named in 
the Latin American edition of the 
prestigious World’s 50 Best Res¬ 
taurants list, part of Argentina’s 
growing international recognition 
for creative open-flame cooking. 

The sacred Argentine “asado,” 
or barbecue, brings together 
families and friends, regardless 
of social class, and is a source of 
national pride. While grilling in 
other countries involves gas or 
store-bought charcoal, the Ar¬ 
gentine way is often more primal 
—just wood, flames and meat. 

“Fire is a very strong part of 
Argentina’s identity,” said Augusto 
Mayer, who launched Proper last 


Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

year in a refurbished auto-repair 
shop with fellow chef Leo Lanus- 
sol. “We have a bunch of ways of 
cooking with wood and we’re har¬ 
nessing the potential of that type 
of cooking.” 

Diners stand in long lines every 


night outside the restaurant in the 
trendy Palermo neighborhood of 
Buenos Aires, attracted by the 
scent of the vegetable-centric 
dishes from a haricot bean puree 
with almonds and pumpkin-seed 
mole to celery with kefir cream, 


green apples and pecans. 

“Argentine cooking is going 
through a very important mo¬ 
ment,” Nico Visne, a local food 
critic and journalist, said as he 
tried the calamari at a counter 
near the wood-burning oven. “It’s 
based in our gaucho (cowboy), in¬ 
digenous and immigrant cooking 
— and there’s this return to the 
real flavors and the fire.” 

In Argentina, the precursor of 
this movement is Francis Mall- 
mann. The country’s most famous 
chef and owner of three restau¬ 
rants began his career cooking 
French food. At some point, he 
returned to the elemental ways of 
cooking that he knew growing up 
in his native Patagonia region. 

Many Argentines grew up 
watching Mallmann’s cooking 
shows on TV in the 1980s, long 
before he entranced audiences 
worldwide with his grilling meth¬ 
ods in the Netflix docu-series 
“Chef’s Table.” 

Logs pile to the ceiling in the 
courtyard of Bestia restaurant, 
which recently opened in the 
outskirts of Buenos Aires. Its co¬ 


owner, chef Nacho Trotta, traveled 
for weeks through Alabama, Loui¬ 
siana and Texas to incorporate 
smoking and grilling methods of 
U.S. Southern cuisine into tender 
ribs and others dishes he slowly 
cooks for more than 10 hours. 

“Firewood is the engine of this 
restaurant,” he said. “You can’t 
get this type flavor from a gas grill 
or a frying pan.” 

The wood-fueled fusion is also 
key at Fayer (fire in Yiddish), a 
restaurant that blends Argentine 
open-fire grilling with Jewish 
cuisine. Even fast food has been 
influenced by the logs. At Kon 
Kon, a huge mural of a bearded 
lumberjack greets people who 
come for shawarmas cooked with 
embers instead of the traditional 
rotisserie. 

“I see so many North American 
young chefs going to Argentina to 
learn how to cook that way,” Peter 
Kaminsky, a food critic and co¬ 
author with Mallmann of “Seven 
Fires: Grilling The Argentine 
Way,” said. “Argentina has become 
a magnet for people who want to 
learn how to cook with fire.” 
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Unmasking 
Waymo’s ways 

Firm offers glimpse inside 
secret driverless car test site 



By Ashley Halsey III 

The Washington Post 

ATWATER, Calif. — There is 
a man in a straw hat who earns 
a paycheck here by crossing the 
street over and over again. Some¬ 
times he stares down at his cell¬ 
phone, often he wanders outside 
of the crosswalk, and he’s also 
known to ignore the traffic signal. 
What he does not do is pay any 
attention to the cars that barrel 
through the intersection. 

If he did, he would notice that 
they have no drivers. 

This carefully shrouded 91- 
acre preserve in the Central Val¬ 
ley is the testing ground for the 
driverless cars being developed 
by Waymo, the autonomous-car 
company that was a division of 
Google before being spun off last 
year. Waymo parted the gates of 
the tall chain-link fence — cov¬ 
ered from top to bottom in opaque 
black plastic — to welcome a 
busload of reporters recently be¬ 
cause they know their challenge 
is bigger than just developing the 
“perfect” driverless car. 

“There’s some level of discom¬ 
fort at being in a fully driverless 
car,” Waymo chief executive John 
Krafcik said. “We’ve read most of 
the [surveys], and for the most 
part, they say that about half of 
drivers are uncomfortable with 
this idea. And when we look at 
that, we say, ‘That’s cool — about 
half of users are already comfort¬ 
able with the idea of going driv¬ 
erless.’ We actually see that as a 
reasonable starting place.” 

The starting place may be a bit 
more dismal than that. An AAA 
survey last year found that three- 
quarters of people said they would 
be afraid to set foot in a driverless 
car, and more than half of drivers 
wouldn’t even want to share the 
road with one. 

The folks at Waymo and the 
multitude of other companies 
eager to put autonomous cars 
onto the road point out that once 
people experience the cars, they 
generally become converts to the 
technology. 

Exceeding 
human performance 

Waymo says its driverless cars 
have driven 3.5 million miles in 
22 test cities, racked up 2.5 bil¬ 
lion miles in simulated tests in a 
year and have been challenged 
by about 20,000 what-if scenarios 
they might encounter on high¬ 
ways and city streets. 

The company sent a blind man 
out alone in one of its cars in Aus¬ 


tin, but much of the what-if tests 
(call it “courting disaster” exper¬ 
imentation) were carried out on 
this former Air Force base and 
at an earlier facility in Google 
headquarters 120 miles away in 
Mountain View, Calif. 

Since the Austin test in 2016, 
the Waymo vehicle has evolved 
from a gumdrop-looking car into 
a Chrysler Pacifica minivan that 
looks pretty normal, save for a 
dome on the roof about the size of 
an old-style police cruiser’s flash¬ 
ing light. 

(For driverless-car aficionados, 
this is a Level 4 autonomous car. 
For the uninitiated who may har¬ 
bor trepidation about a driverless 
future, that means that the cars 
have the ability to come to a safe 
stop, should anything go wrong, 
without driver intervention.) 

Layers of detection systems 
collect far more data — from 360 
degrees around the car — than a 
human driver could absorb. 

Lidar detectors, which use a 
pulsed laser to measure the dis¬ 
tance between things, are mount¬ 
ed on the front and rear bumpers 
and just ahead of the side-view 
mirrors on either side. It’s also in 
the dome, along with a high-reso¬ 
lution camera with a 360-degree 
field of view. Because it’s a color 
camera, things like traffic lights, 
yellow school buses, construction- 
zone cones and flashing lights 
on emergency vehicles show up. 
That’s supplemented with radar 
sensors on the four corners and 
top of the car. 

Together, they picked up the 
man in the straw hat, several 
passing bicyclists, a row of traffic 
cones and changing traffic lights. 
The van also successfully negoti¬ 
ated a roundabout and dealt with 
three what-if scenarios during 
media day at the test sight. 

The car also can hear. 

The computer — and the back¬ 
up computer that monitors it and 
takes over if anything goes wrong 
— has software that Waymo says 
“can model, predict and under¬ 
stand the intent of each object 
in the road.” Pedestrians, for ex¬ 
ample, move more slowly than cy¬ 
clists, motorcyclists or cars, but 
they can change direction a lot 
more quickly. Then there is the 
computer’s “planner.” 

“If your software perceives 
that an adjacent lane ahead is 
closed due to construction, and 
predicts that a cyclist in that lane 
will move over, our planner can 
make the decision to slow down 
or make room for the cyclist well 
ahead of time,” according to the 
Waymo manual distributed to 
reporters. 


'We are really close’ 

Krafcik and his crew, who work 
behind the opaque screens at the 
Old Castle air base, an airfield 
southeast of San Francisco which 
once dispatched B-52s to carpet- 
bomb Vietnam, are vague about 
when and how their cars first will 
see genuine action. 

“It’s fair to say we are really 
close,” Krafcik said. “We’re not 
going to give you a specific date. 
We’re going to do it when we’re 
convinced that we’re ready.” 

They say the details are rela¬ 
tively minor, things like helping 
an empty car to better under¬ 
stand just where it should pick 
up passengers or the fact that a 
place the car selected for drop¬ 
off meant stepping into a field of 
unwelcoming cactuses. 

Unlike the big-name automak¬ 
ers, Waymo nee Google decided 
to leap directly to fully driverless 
cars, while companies that have 
cars to sell every year plan to in¬ 
troduce things like lane sensors 
and radar gradually. 

The reason for that decision has 
grown to legendary proportions 
within the industry, and Krafcik 
displayed slides of the worst of it: 
Google’s own employees putting 


on makeup and texting while be¬ 
hind the wheel of their then-semi- 
autonomous test cars. The last 
slide showed a driver sleeping at 
55 mph. 

“We shut down this aspect of 
the project a couple of days after 
seeing that,” he said. 

Waymo and its competitors also 
will have to persuade a semi-skep¬ 
tical public about the safety of a 
radically different mode of trans¬ 
portation. People in the business 
are fond of citing a particular 
number, and Krafcik did so too: 
94 percent of crashes are caused 
by human error. That means 6 
percent are caused by something 
else, and driverless carmakers 
know the glare of publicity will 
be excruciating when one of their 
cars — even if it’s the other car’s 
fault — gets into a crash. 

Convincing the passenger that 
all is well is one reason Waymo 
has installed a pair of video 
screen monitors. In the case of 
the Pacifica, they are recessed 
into the [otherwise empty] front 
seats. 

“We’ve obsessed over the right 
kind of information to show at the 
right time,” said Ryan Powell, 
who heads Waymo’s user experi¬ 
ence design team. The amount of 


data collected by 360-degree sen¬ 
sors and cameras is immense, so 
Powell’s team is selective. Other 
cars are blue blocks, pedestrians 
are white circles, bicyclists are 
a lighter blue circle and traffic 
cones are yellow. Crosswalks are 
lighter when someone is walking 
or riding in or near them, slightly 
darker if they are empty. Traffic 
lights? Red, yellow or green, of 
course. 

“On one hand, we’re really ex¬ 
cited to show off just how much 
our car can see,” Powell said. “At 
the same time, we don’t want to 
overwhelm users.” 

Though some pavement hails 
from the Air Force base, which 
closed in 1995, Waymo has cre¬ 
ated a maze of roads, traffic sig¬ 
nals, curbs, driveways, potholes, 
a water trough and a working 
railroad crossing to test its cars. 

“Structured tests allow us to 
model and stage challenging 
scenarios that exist in the real 
world,” said Stephanie Villegas, a 
systems engineer who heads the 
structured testing team. 

For media day, they put on 
three of them. 

In one, a Honda convertible 
abruptly cut off one of the Pacifi- 
cas just past an intersection, and 
the Pacifica braked to avoid it. In 
another, a car obscured by two 
parked vehicles suddenly backed 
out of a driveway. Again, the Pa¬ 
cifica came to a halt. The third 
was a faux moving-day scene, 
with a couch in the street and 
boxes tumbling into the lane, just 
as another car approached from 
the opposite direction. The Paci¬ 
fica knew better than to swerve 
into the car. It braked until the 
coast was clear. 

After an estimated 20,000 such 
tests since 2012, Villegas seemed 
delighted to have an audience to 
show off to. 

“It’s so fun!” she said. “I’m so 
glad you’re all here.” 
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Richard Brian, Las Vegas Review-Journal/AP 


New Year’s moon 

The first supermoon of the new year rises above the Vegas Strip on Monday. A supermoon occurs when 
the moon is full at the same time it reaches perigee, or that point in the moon’s orbit when it is closest 


Workers find child in 
only a diaper in cold 

||J| 11 MONSON — Util- 

. . ity workers found a 
2-year-old girl wearing only a 
diaper wandering into traffic on a 
frigid day in Massachusetts. 

Comcast Technicians Shawn 
Bronson and Michael Payne told 
The Boston Herald they were re¬ 
storing service to customers on 
Thursday when they spotted the 
child heading toward the middle 
of the road. 

The workers scooped up the 
child and took her to a store, 
where they waited for police to 
arrive. She was taken to a hospi¬ 
tal to be evaluated. 

Police said the child’s unidenti¬ 
fied father was unaware she had 
wandered off. They said charges 
of reckless endangerment of a 
child are pending. 

Woman charged with 
DUI while riding horse 

P| BARTOW — A judge 
I L said a Florida sheriffs 
office must retain custody of a 
horse whose owner was charged 
with drunken driving while rid¬ 
ing the animal. 

In a report by The Ledger, Polk 
County Judge Sharon Franklin 
said Donna Byrne, 53, was unfit 
to care for the horse. Franklin 
also said Byrne must complete 
treatment for alcohol addiction. 

Byrne was arrested Nov. 2 after 
riding her horse down a highway. 
Police said her breath samples 
registered a blood-alcohol level 
twice Florida’s legal limit. 

Officer rescues owl 
from prison barbed wire 

•A HUNTINGDON — A 
m resourceful wildlife 

conservation officer helped en¬ 
gineer a daring prison escape 
for a snowy owl that had become 
trapped between barbed wire in a 
perimeter fence at the Smithfield 
prison in Huntingdon. 

Pennsylvania Game Commis¬ 
sion officer Amanda Isett used a 
crate, a net and an Army blanket 
to coax the bird out. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
reported the bird escaped with 
only some minor skin tears and 
a few missing feathers. The juve¬ 
nile male is being treated at Cen¬ 
tre Wildlife Care in Port Matilda 
and is expected to make a full 
recovery. 

Police: Drunken driver 
rear-ends cruiser 

UA RANDOLPH — Of- 
IYIA% ficials said a police 
cruiser was hit by an impaired 
driver, sending the trooper to the 
hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

Massachusetts State Police said 
the cruiser was hit early Saturday 
as troopers were responding to 
another crash scene. 

Police said the trooper was at 
the merge between Interstate 
93 and Route 24 to slow traffic 
as other officers responded to a 
crash. Police said the trooper’s 
emergency lights were on when 
the cruiser was rear-ended by 
a woman who was found to be 
under the influence of alcohol. 


to Earth. 

The woman was arrested, but 
police did not immediately re¬ 
lease her identity. 

Police: Couple used 
drone to deliver drugs 

RIVERSIDE — Au- 
thorities said a South¬ 
ern California couple used a drone 
to deliver illegal drugs to their 
customers. 

Benjamin Baldassarre and 
Ashley Carroll, of Riverside, were 
charged Dec. 26 with possess¬ 
ing controlled substances for sale 
and child endangerment. Police 
arrested the couple Dec. 21 after 
neighbors suspected they were 
selling drugs. 

Authorities said a drone de¬ 
livered drugs to customers at a 
nearby parking lot. The customers 
then would drive by the couple’s 
home and throw their payments 
onto the lawn. 

The child endangerment charg¬ 
es were filed because Baldas- 
sarre’s 9-year-old daughter lived 
in the home, where police say they 
found syringes and drugs believed 
to include methamphetamine, 
LSD-laced candy and powdered 
fentanyl. 


Nightclub allowed to 
reopen pending hearing 

m PROVIDENCE — A 
Providence nightclub 
described as a “drain on police 
resources” has been allowed to 
reopen for now. 

The state’s Department of Busi¬ 
ness Regulation said Friday that 
The Vault Lounge can reopen 
pending a full hearing expected 
early this year. 

Police Sgt. David Tejada said 
the club “has been a continual 
drain on police resources” since 
it opened. Attorneys for the city 
cite incidents of people urinating 
and defecating outside the club. 

Attorneys for the club have 
said that they aren’t being treated 
fairly. 

Deputies: Man left 3 
kids on ‘dark’ highway 

P| PLANT CITY —A baby 
I 1 ,-ta sitter faces desertion 
charges after deputies say he 
abandoned three children near 
a busy Florida road following a 
Christmas night crash. 


The Tampa Bay Times re¬ 
ported James Mack Williams, 
54, was watching the children 
for their parents for a short time 
Christmas night. About 9:30 p.m. 
Williams was involved in a traf¬ 
fic crash; deputies said he left the 
children alone. 

An arrest affidavit says Hills¬ 
borough County Sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties found the children a short 
distance from the car on a “dark” 
and busy road. They were “dis¬ 
traught and in a state of panic.” 

Investigators did not say how 
old the children are. 

Williams was arrested about a 
mile from the scene. 

Man charged over foul 
liquid at supermarket 

QA CHARLESTON — A 
man who authorities 
said sprayed a foul-smelling, 
brown liquid onto produce at a 
South Carolina grocery store now 
faces federal charges. 

Charleston Police said Pau 
Hang, 41, was arrested Oct. 15 
after a manager saw him empty 
a bottle of liquid with a bad odor 
like feces onto the produce and 


THE CENSUS 



man proposed 


marriage while on Mount Washing¬ 
ton. Josh Darnell, 31, of Londonderry, 
dropped to his knee and popped the 
question after climbing Tuckerman’s 
Ravine on Thursday. Rachel Raske, 27, 
of Lowell, Mass., said yes. Raske said 
that Darnell had hiked Tuckerman’s 
Ravine last summer with his dad and 
had been planning to pop the question 
there ever since. 


other items at a Harris Teeter 
store in Charleston. 

A police report suggested Hang 
was a contractor and was angry 
because he thought the store 
owed him money. 

A federal grand jury indicted 
Hang last month on charges of 
attempting to tamper with a con¬ 
sumer product and tainting a 
consumer product to cause com¬ 
mercial harm. 

Zoo welcomes 2 aging 
Malayan sun bears 

|f Q TOPEKA — The Tope- 
.ka Zoo is the new home 
of an aging bear couple named 
HoHo and Cupcake. 

The zoo welcomed the two 
Malayan sun bears recently. But 
they will be under quarantine for 
30 days and construction might 
prevent them from being on dis¬ 
play for a few months. 

HoHo, a male, and Cupcake, a 
female, are both 28. The city says 
they’ll live in a space formerly oc¬ 
cupied by Tiffany the gorilla, who 
died in August. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported that social media posts 
indicated the bears came from 
the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha. 

Plane turned around as 
bird discovered inside 

||i| | DETROIT — A Delta 
I v I I Air Lines flight captain 
decided to turn his plane around 
and return to Detroit after a bird 
was discovered inside the flight 
deck. 

The airline said in a statement 
that shortly after takeoff Satur¬ 
day, the pilots of Flight 1943 from 
Detroit to Atlanta saw a small 
bird in the flight deck. The unex¬ 
pected passenger had entered the 
aircraft during boarding. 

The captain decided to turn the 
plane around to “avoid a poten¬ 
tial distraction” during the flight. 
The aircraft landed without inci¬ 
dent and the bird was set free. 
From wire reports 
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FACES 

‘Last Jedi’ tops ‘Beauty and the Beast’ at the box office in 2017 


By Libby Hill 

Los Angeles Times 

The Force remains strong with “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi” as the latest install¬ 
ment of the Star Wars saga was projected 
to become the highest-grossing film of 
2017 on the final day of the year. 

Disney’s space odyssey grossed $52.4 
million Dec. 29 through Sunday, bringing 
its projected 2017 gross to $517.1 million, 
edging out fellow Disney property “Beauty 
and the Beast,” which grossed $504 mil¬ 
lion earlier in the year. 


Although “The Last Jedi” is projected to 
win the weekend proper, Sony’s “Jumanji: 
Welcome to the Jungle” may prove to carry 
the holiday. The reboot of 1995’s “Jumanji” 
took in $50.57 million at the box office Dec. 
29 through Sunday, but strong New Year’s 
Day projections have the movie earning 
$67 million through Monday, surpassing 
the holiday weekend projections for “The 
Last Jedi” at $65.6 million. 

“Jumanji” is expected to gross $186.3 
million through Monday in its second 
weekend of release. 

The rest of the top five at the box office 


remains in stasis from last weekend. 

Universal’s “Pitch Perfect 3” lands at 
No. 3. Fox’s “The Greatest Showman” is 
holding strong at No. 4 at the box office, 
grossing more over the New Year’s holiday 
than it did in its first weekend of release. 
The tale of PT. Barnum starring Hugh 
Jackman grossed an estimated $15.27 mil¬ 
lion through Sunday. Fox’s “Ferdinand” 
held steady in its third weekend of release, 
earning $11.65 million Dec. 29 through 
Sunday, good enough for a top five finish at 
the box office. 

“Coco,” the latest offering from Disney’s 


Pixar, continues to score at home and 
abroad. Landing at No. 6 at the weekend 
box office, the film earned $6.6 million in 
its sixth week of release, bringing its do¬ 
mestic cumulative gross to $178.9 million. 
Combined with an estimated international 
gross of $359 million, “Coco’s” global box- 
office take stands at an estimated $537.9 
million through Sunday. 

Focus Features’ “Darkest Hour” added 
$5.28 million to its box office gross through 
Sunday, bringing its domestic cumulative 
gross to $17,927 million in its fifth weekend 
of release. 


New year, new anchor 

NBC names Hoda Kotb to Today' role 



Associated Press 

NBC News opened the new year 
by appointing Hoda Kotb as co¬ 
anchor of the “Today” show’s first 
two hours with Savannah Guthrie, 
replacing Matt Lauer following his 
firing on sexual misconduct charg¬ 
es in late November. 

Kotb will continue to co-host the 
show’s fourth hour with Kathie 
Lee Gifford. 

Kotb has subbed for Lauer be¬ 
ginning on the day he was fired. 
Despite the turmoil, “Today” won 
four straight weeks in the ratings 
over ABC’s “Good Morning Amer¬ 
ica,” after it has spent much of the 
past few years in second place. 

It will be the first all-female team 
headlining “Today” in the show’s 
65-year history. Diane Sawyer and 
Robin Roberts blazed that path for 
ABC’s “Good Morning America” in 


the 2000s, but morning shows have 
traditionally paired a man and a 
woman as host. With an audience 
dominated by women in an era 
where news of badly behaving men 
is frequent, the Guthrie-Kotb pair¬ 
ing may be particularly timely. 

“Hoda has seamlessly stepped 
into the co-anchor role alongside 
Savannah, and the two have quick¬ 
ly hit the ground running,” NBC 
News Chairman Andy Lack said in 
a memo to staff on Tuesday. “They 
have an undeniable connection 
with each other and most impor¬ 
tantly, with viewers, a hallmark of 
‘Today.’” 

Lack said Kotb “has the rare abil¬ 
ity to share authentic and heartfelt 
moments in even the most difficult 
news circumstances. It’s a tribute 
to her wide range and her innate 
curiosity.” 


Hoda Kotb is the new co-anchor of the first two hours of 
the “Today” show. Kotb will continue to co-anchor the 10 
a.m. hour of the show with Kathie Lee Gifford. nbc 


Underwood warns she ‘might look a bit different’ after injury 


Emily Yahr 

The Washington Post 

In mid-November, country 
star Carrie Underwood tripped 
and fell on the stairs outside her 
Nashville home, and according 
to her publicist she had “non 
life-threatening injuries includ¬ 
ing a broken wrist and cuts and 
abrasions.” 

Underwood, one of the top¬ 
selling artists in country music, 
tweeted an update at the time 
to her eight million followers. “I 
just wanted to let everyone know 
that I’m doing great. Had sur¬ 
gery on my wrist yesterday & all 
went well,” she said, and jokingly 
added, “I’ll be setting off airport 
metal detectors from now on.” 

However, on New Year’s Day, 
Underwood sent a letter to her fan 
club members and revealed that 
her injuries were actually more 
serious than initially reported. 



AP 


Carrie Underwood says that 
she injured her face in a fall in 
November outside her home. 

“There is also another part of the 
story that I haven’t been ready to 
talk about, since I have still been 
living it and there has been much 


uncertainty as to how things will 
end up,” she wrote. “It’s crazy 
how a freak random accident can 
change your life.” 

Underwood, 34, explained that 
in addition to her broken wrist, 
she injured her face. “I’ll spare 
you the gruesome details, but 
when I came out of surgery the 
night of my fall, the doctor told 
Mike that he had put between 
40-50 stitches in,” she wrote, re¬ 
ferring to her husband, hockey 
player Mike Fisher. “Now here 
we are 7 weeks later and, even 
though I’ve had the best people 
helping me, I’m still healing and 
not looking quite the same.” 

The singer didn’t go into detail, 
but said she’s going into the re¬ 
cording studio next week to work 
on new music — so presumably, 
she’ll appear in public sometime 
in the not-distant future. The 
next major country music event 


is the Academy of Country Music 
Awards in April. A week before 
her fall, Underwood co-hosted 
the Country Music Association 
Awards with Brad Paisley for the 
10th year in a row. 

“When I am ready to get in 
front of a camera, I want you all 
to understand why I might look a 
bit different,” Underwood wrote. 
“I’m hoping that, by then, the 
differences are minimal, but, 
again, I just don’t know how it’s 
all going to end up.” 

Underwood said in her mes¬ 
sage to fans, she’s relieved things 
turned out the way they did. “I 
am grateful that it wasn’t much, 
much worse,” she wrote, adding 
that she’s going through physical 
therapy for her wrist. “I’ve still 
got a ways to go in the recovery 
process, but it’s encouraging to 
see every day be a little better 
than the last.” 


Star leaving ‘X-Files’ 
after season 11 

Gillian Anderson confirmed 
that she won’t return to “The X- 
Files” if the show is picked up for 
another season. 

“I’ve said from the beginning 
this is it for me,” she told TV 
Guide. 

The sci-fi show, which stars An¬ 
derson as Dana Scully and David 
Duchovny as Fox Mulder, was re¬ 
vived in 2016 for a 10th season. 

Fox hasn’t announced a deci¬ 
sion as to whether the show will 
continue after the 11th season, 
but creator Chris Carter told TV 
Guide that “there are a lot more 
‘X-Files’ stories to tell. 

“Whether we get to tell them is 
a question mark.” 

“The X-Files” returns Jan. 4 on 
AFN-Pulse. 

Other news 

■ A Beatle and a Bee Gee 
are among the celebrated citi¬ 
zens who have been selected for 
knighthood and other awards 
given in the name of Britain’s 
monarch. The New Year’s Honors 
List made public Dec. 29 revealed 
that Ringo Starr and Barry Gibb 
have been tapped as knights. 

■ Sue Grafton, author of the 
best-selling alphabet series of 
mystery novels, has died in Santa 
Barbara, Calif. She was 77. Graf¬ 
ton was surrounded by family, 
including husband Steven Hum¬ 
phrey, when she died Dec. 28 
after a two-year battle with can¬ 
cer, her daughter posted on the 
author’s website. Grafton began 
her series in 1982 with “A is for 
Alibi.” Her most recent book, “Y 
is for Yesterday,” was published 
in August. Humphrey said Graf¬ 
ton had been struggling to find 
an idea for “Z” while undergo¬ 
ing treatment. “Nothing’s been 
written,” he told The Associated 
Press in a telephone interview. 
“There is no Z.” 

■ Reese Witherspoon, Shonda 
Rhimes and Jennifer Aniston 
are among hundreds of Holly¬ 
wood women who have formed an 
anti-harassment coalition called 
Time’s Up. The initiative launched 
Monday with an open letter vow¬ 
ing support for women in the en¬ 
tertainment business and beyond. 
Time’s Up will include a legal de¬ 
fense fund. 

■ A restaurant run by celebrity 
chef Guy Fieri in New York City’s 
Times Square has shut its doors 
for good. The restaurant, Guy’s 
American Kitchen & Bar, served 
its last public meal Dec. 30. The 
restaurant opened in 2012. 

From wire reports 
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Criminals drop bitcoin for another currency 



Kin Cheung/AP 

A woman walks past a bitcoin ATM in Hong Kong. 


By Olga Kharif 

Bloomberg 

Bitcoin is losing its luster with 
some of its earliest and most avid 
fans — criminals — giving rise to 
a new breed of virtual currency. 

Privacy coins such as monero, 
designed to avoid tracking, have 
climbed faster over the past two 
months as law enforcers adopt 
software tools to monitor people 
using bitcoin. Analytic firms such 
as Chainalysis are getting better 
at flagging digital hoards linked 
to crime or money laundering, 
alerting exchanges and prevent¬ 
ing conversion into traditional 
cash. 

The European Union’s law 
enforcement agency, Europol, 
raised alarms three months ago, 
writing in a report that “other 
cryptocurrencies such as mone¬ 
ro, ethereum and Zcash are gain¬ 
ing popularity within the digital 
underground.” Online extortion¬ 
ists, who use ransomware to lock 
victims’ computers until they 
fork over a payment, have begun 
demanding those currencies 
instead. On Dec. 18 hackers at¬ 
tacked up to 190,000 WordPress 
sites per hour to get them to pro¬ 
duce monero, according to secu¬ 
rity company Wordfence. 

For ransomware attacks, mone¬ 
ro is now “one of the favorites, if 
not the favorite,” Matt Suiche, 
founder of Dubai-based security 
firm Comae Technologies, said in 
a phone interview. 

Monero quadrupled in value to 
$349 in the final two months of 
2017, according to coinmarketcap. 
com, placing it among a number of 
upstart coins that rose faster than 
bitcoin, the world’s most valuable 
digital currency. Bitcoin roughly 
doubled in the same period, data 
compiled by Bloomberg show. 

In monero’s case, criminals are 


snapping it up because bitcoin’s 
underlying technology can work 
against them. Called blockchain, 
the digital ledger meticulously 
records which addresses send 
and receive transactions, includ¬ 
ing the exact time and amount 
— great data to use as evidence. 
Match an address to a crime and 
then watch the bitcoin universe 
carefully, and you can see the 
funds disappear and reappear in 
other locations. 

Sleuths have developed data¬ 
bases and techniques for digest¬ 
ing that information to eventually 
nab wrongdoers. Say, for exam¬ 
ple, a coffee shop in Berkeley is 
known to have a certain bitcoin 
address, and a wallet used by an 
extortionist transfers the same 
amount there every morning at 9 
a.m. Police can stop by and make 
an arrest. 

Started in 2014, monero is very 


different. It encrypts the recip¬ 
ient’s address on its blockchain 
and gener¬ 
ates fake 
addresses 
to obscure 
the real 
sender. It 
also ob¬ 
scures the 
amount 
of the 
transaction. 

The tech¬ 
niques are 
so potent 
that soft¬ 
ware that 
flags coins 
suspected 
of being 
obtained 
through crime now tags just about 
anything converted into or out of 
monero as high risk, according to 


Pawel Kuskowski, chief executive 
officer of Coinfirm, which helps 
exchanges and other companies 
avoid tainted money. That com¬ 
pares with only about 10 percent 
of bitcoin, he said. 

“What we treat as ‘high risk’ 
is something that’s anonymizing 
funds,” he said in a phone inter¬ 
view. “How are you going to prove 
that these funds are not coming 
from illegal sources?” 

Monero is one of many privacy- 
focused coins, each offering dif¬ 
ferent security features. Its main 
competitor, Zcash — which isn’t 
known to have a significant crim¬ 
inal following — can offer even 
better privacy protection. Instead 
of creating fake addresses to hide 
senders, it encrypts their true ad¬ 
dress. That makes it impossible 
to identify senders by looking for 
correlations in addresses used in 
multiple transactions to pinpoint 
the real one — a vulnerability for 
monero. 

Still, Princeton University re¬ 
searchers recently developed 
a tool that helps them analyze 
Zcash transactions at least to 
some extent — but they haven’t 
been able to crack monero. And 
Zcash’s high-security features 
can’t be used on disposable burn¬ 
er phones, a favorite of criminals 
eager to stay anonymous. 

Developers behind monero say 
they simply created a coin that 
protects privacy. Most people use 
it legitimately — they just don’t 
want others to know whether 
they’re buying a coffee or a car, 
Riccardo Spagni, core devel¬ 
oper at monero, said in a phone 
interview. 

“As a community, we certainly 
don’t advocate for monero’s use 
by criminals,” Spagni said. “At 
the same time, if you have a de¬ 
centralized currency, it’s not like 


you can prevent someone from 
using it. I imagine that monero 
provides massive advantages for 
criminals over bitcoin, so they 
would use monero.” 

Yet criminals are probably only 
a fraction of monero’s users, ac¬ 
cording to Lucas Nuzzi, a senior 
analyst at Digital Asset Research, 
which provides research to insti¬ 
tutional investors. 

“As with any disruptive tech¬ 
nology, many of the initial use 
cases revolve around illicit activi¬ 
ties,” he wrote in an email. 


EXCHANGE RATES 1 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 3). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 3). 

British pound (Jan. 3). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 3). 

South Korean won (Jan. 3). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

..$1.2370 

.€0.8084 

.$1.39 

....110.00 

.1,040.00 

....0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

..$1.3548 

....1.2543 

Denmark (Krone > 

Fnvnt fPnnnfO. 

Z6U836 

Euro.$1.2039/0.8306 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8140 

Hungary (Forint).256.50 

Israel (Shekel).3.4624 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

....0.3014 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

....8.1201 

.49.91 

.3.46 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

....3.7512 

....1.3299 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand fBahtl. 

.1,062.49 
....0.9727 
.32.47 

Turkey (Lira) 3 7642 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

.4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-month b II 

.2.00 

.1.17 

.1.36 

.2.74 


I '[For 
ransomware 
attacks, 

|;| monero 

I is now] 
one of the 
favorites, 
if not the 
favorite . f 
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WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



Guam 

88/78 


Philippine 
*»° Sea 


Okinawa 

68/61 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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• International Shipping 
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OPINION 

Sexual harassers are still on notice 


By Robin Abcarian 

Los Angeles Times 

or sexual harassers, 2017 was a 
year of reckoning. 

In October, The New York Times 
and The New Yorker published 
bombshell reports on movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein, detailing numerous accusations 
of sexual abuse and secret settlements. 

Days later, the Los Angeles Times pub¬ 
lished a report alleging that director James 
Toback had harassed at least 38 women, 31 
of whom were willing to be named. In the 
days that followed, hundreds more women 
contacted staff writer Glenn Whipp to give 
similar accounts of harassment by Toback, 
bringing the total to 310. 

The floodgates had opened. 

For weeks, each day brought new rev¬ 
elations about powerful men who were 
accused of abusing subordinates and oth¬ 
ers. Occasionally, victims were men. Over¬ 
whelmingly, they were women. 

The sheer number of familiar names 
was stunning. Joining Weinstein and To¬ 
back on the dishonor roll were Brett Rat- 
ner, Russell Simmons, Kevin Spacey, Louis 
C.K., Dustin Hoffman, Jeremy Piven, Matt 
Lauer, Charlie Rose, Mark Halperin, Leon 
Wieseltier, Republican (and losing U.S. 
Senate candidate) Roy Moore, Democratic 
Sen. A1 Franken and Democratic Rep. John 
Conyers. Franken and Conyers resigned 
under pressure in December. 

In retrospect, this cultural moment had 


been gestating for several years. 

Bill Cosby’s long history of bad behav¬ 
ior, finally acknowledged in 2015, broke 
ground for this sordid national sweep- 
stakes. The subsequent toppling of Fox 
News boss Roger Ailes by former Fox per¬ 
sonality Gretchen Carlson indirectly led to 
Bill O’Reilly’s exit from the network. 

By the time the Weinstein exposes came 
along, the country was realizing that pow¬ 
erful men might no longer be immune from 
the fallout of their own reckless behavior. 

The male sexual prerogative — which 
confuses power with allure — is not a new 
feature of gender relations. Grabbers and 
gropers have always occupied every ech¬ 
elon of America. But in all walks of life 
men have often been protected by their 
institutions. 

Now the avalanche of accusations, and 
secret settlements revealed by investiga¬ 
tive reporters and courageous victims 
willing to speak out, put the institutions 
at risk. Skeptics no longer asked: Why did 
it take her so long to come forward? Why 
did she allow herself to be alone with him? 
How can we believe her when it’s his word 
against hers? 

Out of the mists of denial, patterns were 
emerging. If a man had been accused of 
sexual harassment once, maybe it would be 
swept under the rug. But if a man had been 
accused by three women, or 10 women, or 
dozens, we finally came to accept that the 
sheer number of accusers weighed in favor 
of the accusers. It was no longer a he said/ 


she said situation. It was he said, she said, 
she said, she said, she said, she said, she 
said. 

Now our questions were directed at the 
accused and the institutions that protected 
them. How could The Weinstein Co. have 
paid settlements to Harvey Weinstein’s 
victims year after year? Why was Bill 
O’Reilly’s contract renewed after he paid 
an accuser $32 million to go away? 

In the second week of December, three 
of 16 women who during the campaign 
accused President Donald Trump of sex¬ 
ual harassment or assault appeared on 
“Megyn Kelly Today” to renew their ac¬ 
cusations. They had come forward in 2016 
after hearing Trump boast to Billy Bush of 
“Access Hollywood” about grabbing wom¬ 
en’s genitals, but faded from the spotlight 
after his election. Trump has said they are 
all lying. 

It’s been at least 40 years since sexual 
harassment was recognized as an illegal 
form of gender discrimination, and 26 
years since law professor Anita Hill ac¬ 
cused Supreme Court nominee Clarence 
Thomas of sexually harassing her, a wake- 
up call that led to the election of an unprec¬ 
edented number of women to Congress. 

In 2017, the illusion that sexual harass¬ 
ment was becoming a relic of a less equi¬ 
table time crumbled. 

Women won’t be silenced. Harassers are 
on notice. I’m looking forward to 2018. 

Robin Abcarian is a Los Angeles Times columnist. 



Too early to handicap the 2018 elections? No! 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

11 national elections are hyped as 
seminal. The midterms of 2018 
are the real deal. 

If Democrats win at least one 
branch of Congress, there will be an in¬ 
vestigative feast — with rich targets — of 
the ethically challenged administration of 
President Donald Trump, plus a check on 
presidential actions. If Republicans retain 
full control, expect renewed attacks on 
“Obamacare,” efforts to cut Medicare and 
Social Security, and one or two more right- 
wing Supreme Court justices. 

Equally significant will be gubernato¬ 
rial and state legislative contests. These 
will serve either to complement or counter 
national policies, and will set the table for 
redistricting following the 2020 census. 

The early line is good for Democrats. As 
the year commences, here’s how it looks: 

House of Representatives. Most polls 
suggest that Democrats will gain the two 
dozen seats they’d need to take control. 
I’m even more taken by this assessment by 
Mark Gersh, who has tracked House races 
for Democrats for 40 years and is respected 
for prescience and caution. “Our chances 
are very solid,” he said in an interview last 
week. “The number 24 is not daunting.” 

Democrats start with an advantage in 
contests for 14 Republican-held seats in the 
deep-blue states of California, New York 
and New Jersey. They expect to win most 
of those. They see promising opportunities 
in more than a dozen other states, multiple 
ones in a couple. In Iowa, for example, the 
reliable Iowa poll in December showed 
Democrats running ahead of two Repub¬ 
lican incumbents, one by a huge margin, 
and within striking distance of a third. 

If a blue wave rolls through the elector¬ 
ate, Democrats could win even more, in¬ 
cluding supposedly safe Republican seats 
in states as diverse as Florida, Utah, Mich¬ 
igan and Virginia. 

Republicans expect to lose seats, but 


If Democrats win at least 
one branch of Congress, 
there will be an investigative 
feast, plus a check on 
presidential actions. 


think they’ll keep a narrow majority 
thanks to strong incumbents and lots of 
money. They also anticipate winning sev¬ 
eral seats held by Democrats in politically 
divided purple states like Minnesota. 

Senate. The electoral map is daunting 
for Democrats when it comes to senators. 
They have to defend 26 seats, the Repub¬ 
licans only eight. To take over, Democrats 
need a net gain of two. 

At the moment, six Democratic incum¬ 
bents face difficult challenges, though 
two of them — Montana’s Jon Tester and 
West Virginia’s Joe Manchin — appear to 
be in good shape. Three Republican seats 
look competitive, and Democrats think at 
least one more will be in play either be¬ 
cause a right-wing challenger supported 
by the Steve Bannon wing of the Republi¬ 
can Party will rough up a safe incumbent, 
or because of a surprise in Texas or some 
other demographically fluid state. 

Even if all those factors break in the 
Democrats’ favor, they’d still be at a disad¬ 
vantage. They’d have to win eight of the 10 
competitive races—all but one (Nevada) in 
states carried by Trump last year. A must- 
win for Democrats is Tennessee, where 
former Gov. Phil Bredesen will mount a 
strong challenge in a heavily Republican 
state. (Incumbent Sen. Bob Corker is retir¬ 
ing.) Republicans would be concerned if 
they can’t unseat Sen. Claire McCaskill in 
Republican-friendly Missouri. 

Governors. There are 35 gubernato¬ 
rial offices up for grabs, with 26 held by 
Republicans and one, in Alaska, by an in¬ 
dependent. For Democrats, there’s a Big 
Five: Ohio, Florida, Michigan, Wisconsin 


and Pennsylvania. All but Pennsylvania 
are now in Republican hands. 

What happens in these states can in¬ 
fluence national politics. For one thing, 
they’re all battleground venues in presi¬ 
dential elections. But the biggest factor is 
the influence they will have on redistrict¬ 
ing after the 2020 census. 

In all five of these states, governors 
have veto power over any redrawn district 
map. After the 2010 census, Republicans 
reshaped congressional and state legisla¬ 
tive districts through effective, partisan 
gerrymandering. 

Statehouses. State legislatures are even 
more important than governors when it 
comes to redistricting. Republicans now 
enjoy overwhelming statehouse majorities 
in states where the 2016 presidential vote 
was close. Democrats will mount a major 
effort to cut into these margins with help 
from former President Barack Obama, 
who was asleep at the switch in the last 
redistricting fight, and are hoping to take 
over a couple of chambers. They will an¬ 
nounce top targets in a few weeks. 

Beyond the Big Five states, a fierce battle 
is brewing in North Carolina, where gerry¬ 
mandering has given Republicans almost 
a 2-to-l majority in the legislature and 10 
of 13 U.S. House seats. In moves Vladimir 
Putin would admire, Tar Heel Republicans 
ruthlessly changed rules and procedures 
in 2016 after voters elected a Democratic 
governor, stripping him of many executive 
powers. 

The nationwide outcome will be affected 
by legal rulings on challenges to the way 
many states draw legislative districts and 
a Supreme Court decision this session on 
gerrymandering cases from Wisconsin 
and Maryland. There are also efforts un¬ 
derway to set up ballot referendums in 
Michigan and, less likely, Ohio to create 
nonpartisan redistricting commissions. 

Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

He was the executive editor of Bloomberg News, 
before which he was a reporter, bureau chief and 
executive Washington editor at The Wall Street 
Journal. 
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WORK NOW/ 
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BOTH GO TO 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Apiece 

4 Conditions 

7 O’Hara estate 

8 Locales 
10 Army doc 

II Musket 
accessory 

13 Open-air venues 
for commerce 

16 Mamie’s man 

17 Gospel group 

18 Night flier 

19 Mythic man-goat 

20 Saturates 

21 Mortimer the 
dummy 

23 Canine, for one 

25 Remain 

26 Ailing 

27 Bobby of hockey 

28 Japanese 
seaport 

30100% 

33 Communities 
of friends, 
family, etc. 

36 Pestle partner 

37 Trojan War story 

38 Strainer 

39 Poet Ogden 

40 Soon-to-be grads 

41 Busy insect 


DOWN 

1 San Diego 
player 

2 Actor Estrada 

3 Indy vehicle 

4 Baghdad 
resident 

5 Leg bone 

6 Gilbert of 
“The Talk” 

7 Ship wood 

8 Bad lighting? 

9 Fruity frozen 
treat 

10 2001, to Cato 

12 One of Franklin’s 
certainties 

14 Dull sound 
of impact 


15 Rds. 

19 Tina of “30 Rock” 

20 Stir-fry pan 

21 Late Sen. 
Thurmond 

22 DEA agents 

23 “Kon-” 

24 Egg-shaped 
instrument 

25 “Mayday!” 

26 “—bleu!” 

28 Western flick 

29 Balkan 
natives 

30 Top invitees 

31 Wife of Jacob 

32 Leary’s drug 

34 Rainbow 

35 Family 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PERSON CRIED 
“SCAT! SCAT!” TO A STRAY CAT, I’D DEFINITELY 
CALL THAT A PAIR OF SHOOS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals G 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see thisC£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters letters@stripes.ci 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 



red flags. 




■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People saying Free Dog 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


e KMCC Mall on Ramstein 


**Winter in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSlQlSTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T 

y-New England 13 3 0 
x-Buffalo 9 7 0 

Miami 6 10 0 

N.Y.Jets 5 11 0 

South 

y-Jacksonville 10 6 0 
x-Tennessee 9 7 0 
Indianapolis 4 12 0 
Houston 4 12 0 

North 


College basketball 

1 

College football 

1 

Tennis 


Pet PF PA 

813 458 296 
563 302 359 
375 281 393 
313 298 382 

625 417 268 
563 334 356 
250 263 404 
250 338 436 


y-Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 


13 3 0 
9 7 0 
7 9 0 


0 16 . 

West 

y-Kansas City 10 6 C 
L.A. Chargers 9 7 C 
Oakland 6 10 C 

Denver 5 11 C 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 


813 406 308 
563 395 303 
438 290 349 
000 234 410 


625 415 339 
563 355 272 
375 301 373 
313 289 382 


Washington . _ _ 

N.Y. Giants 3 13 0 

South 

y-New Orleans 11 5 0 
x-Carolina 11 5 0 
x-Atlanta 10 6 0 
Tampa Bay 5 11 0 

North 

'-Minnesota 13 3 0 


y-Minne 

Detroit 


y-L.A. Rams 11 5 0 

Seattle 9 7 0 

Arizona 8 8 0 

San Francisco 6 10 0 

x-clinched playoff spot 


688 448 326 
688 363 327 
625 353 315 
313 335 382 

813 382 252 
563 410 376 
438 320 384 
313 264 320 

688 478 329 
563 366 332 
500 295 361 
375 331 383 


y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Giants 18, Washington 10 
Pittsburgh 28, Cleveland 24 
San Francisco 34, L.A. Rams 13 
Detroit 35, Green Bay 11 

“ " “ ..ihiaO 

--J.Y.Jets 

122, Carolina 10 
Minnesota 23, Chicago 10 
Arizona 26, Seattle 24 
Buffalo 22, Miami 16 
Tennessee 15, Jacksonville 10 
Kansas City 27, Denver 24 
Cincinnati 31, Baltimore 27 
Indianapolis 22, Houston 13 
Tampa Bay 31, New Orleans 24 
L.A. Chargers 30, Oakland 10 


NFL playoffs 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee at Kansas City 
Atlanta at Los Angeles Rams 

Sunday, Jan. 7 

Buffalo at Jacksonville 
Carolina at New Orleans 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 

New Orleans/Carolina/Atlanta at Phil¬ 
adelphia 

Kansas City/Tennessee/Buffalo at 
New England 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville/Kansas City/Tennessee 
at Pittsburgh 

Los Angeles Rams/New Orleans/Caro¬ 
lina at Minnesota 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

TBD 

NFC 

TBD 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis, Minn. 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


Fight s 

At Accra, Ghana, Cesar Juarez vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for the vacant interim 
WBO junior featherweight title. 

Jan. 12 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 
Verona, N.Y. (SHO), Jesse Hernandez vs. 
Ernesto Garza, 10, junior featherweights. 

Jan. 20 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Er¬ 
rol Spence Jr. vs. Lamont Peterson, 12, for 
Spence’s IBF welterweight title; Robert 
Easter vs. Javier Fortuna, 12, for Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Marcus Browne vs. 
Francy Ntetu, 10, light heavyweights; 
Adam Kownacki vs. lago Kiladze, 10, 
heavyweights. 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Monday 

1. Michigan State (14-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Maryland, Thursday. 

2. Duke (13-1) did not play. Next: at 
N.C. State, Saturday. 

3. Villanova (13-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Marquette, Saturday. 

4. Arizona State (12-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Colorado, Thursday. 

5. Xavier (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Butler, Tuesday. 

6. West Virginia (13-1) beat Kansas 
State 77-69. Next: vs. No. 7 Oklahoma, 
Saturday. 

7. Oklahoma (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oklahoma State, Wednesday. 

8. Virginia (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Virginia Tech, Wednesday. 

9. Wichita State (11-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Houston, Thursday. 

10. Kansas (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 18 Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

11. Texas A&M (11-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Florida, Tuesday. 

12. North Carolina (12-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 24 Florida State, Wednes¬ 
day. 

13. Purdue (13-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Rutgers, Wednesday. 

14. Arizona (11-3) did not play. Next: at 
Utah, Thursday. 

15. Miami (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Georgia Tech, Wednesday. 

16. TCU (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Baylor, Tuesday. 

17. Kentucky (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at LSU, Wednesday. 

18. Texas Tech (12-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 10 Kansas, Tuesday. 

19. Cincinnati (12-2) did not play. Next: 
at Temple, Thursday. 

19. Gonzaga (12-3) did not play. Next: 
at Pepperdine, Thursday. 

21. Seton Hall (13-2) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Saturday. 

22. Arkansas (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Mississippi State, Tuesday. 

23. Tennessee (9-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Auburn, Tuesday. 

24. Florida State (11-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 12 North Carolina, Wednes- 


Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Quinnipiac 71, Siena 70 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 71, Grambling St. 64 
Ark.-Pine Bluff 80, MVSU 71 
Jackson St. 82, Alabama St. 73 
Stetson 94, Florida National 88 

MIDWEST 

Texas 74, Iowa St. 70, OT 
West Virginia 77, Kansas St. 69 
Youngstown St. 80, Cleveland St. 77 

SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 76, Alcorn St. 64 
Texas Southern 78, Southern U. 66 

Women’s AP Top 25 poll 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 31, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 


1. UConn (32) 

2. Notre Dame 

3. Louisville 

4. South Carolina 

5. Mississippi St. 

6. Baylor 

7. Tennessee 

8. Texas 

9. Oregon 

10. Ohio St. 

11. Florida St. 

12. West Virginia 

13. Maryland 

14. UCLA 

15. Missouri 

16. Oregon St. 

17. Duke 

18. Ic 


Record Pts Prv 

11 - 


1 


291 

228 


19. Texas A&M 

20. Oklahoma St. 

21. Villanova 

22. Michigan 

23. California 

24. Stanford 

25. Arizona St. 

Others receiving votes: South Florida 

65, Rutgers 47, Green Bay 46, Miami 14, 
New Mexico 7, Syracuse 3, Georgia Tech 
3, NC State 2, Brown 1, Virginia Tech 1, 
DePaul 1, Navy 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Connecticut Coll. 76, Mitchell 24 
Manhattanville 75, W. Connecticut 43 
Stonehill 77, Roberts Wesleyan 59 

SOUTH 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 64, MVSU 59 
Grambling St. 78, Alabama A&M 49 
Jackson St. 70, Alabama St. 61 
Lane 70, Fort Valley St. 43 
Ursuline 79, Davis & Elkins 74 
Wofford 69, North Florida 57 
MIDWEST 

Central St. (Ohio) 80, Benedict 70 

SOUTHWEST 

Alcorn St. 73, Prairie View 72 
Southern U. 67, Texas Southern 57 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 

Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 

Georgia St. 27, Western Kentucky 17 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State 38, Oregon 28 

New Mexico Bowl 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowl 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas St. 30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
FAU 50, Akron 3 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
Temple 28, FIU 3 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Ohio 41, UAB 6 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14 
Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Army 42, San Diego State 35 
Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 

Fresno State 33, Houston 27 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

Utah 30, West Virginia 14 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Duke 36, Northern Illinois 14 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State 35, UCLA 17 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 

Florida St. 42, Southern Mississippi 13 

Pinstripe Bowl 

Iowa 27, Boston College 20 

Foster Farms Bowl 

Purdue 38, Arizona 35 

Texas Bowl 
Texas 33, Missouri 16 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Navy 49, Virginia 7 

Camping World Bowl 
Oklahoma State 30, Virginia Tech 21 
Alamo Bowl 
TCU 39, Stanford 37 

Holiday Bowl 

Michigan State 42, Washington St. 17 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 

Wake Forest 55, Texas A&M 52 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

North Carolina State 52, Arizona St. 31 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Northwestern 24, Kentucky 23 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico St. 26, Utah State 20, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 
Ohio State 24, Southern Cal 7 
Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Mississippi State 31, Louisville 27 
Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State 21, Memphis 20 
Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Penn State 35, Washington 28 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin 34, Miami 24 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

South Carolina 26, Michigan 19 


Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF34, Auburn 27 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame 21, LSU 17 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Georgia 54, Oklahoma 48, 20T 
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Georgia (13-1) vs. Alabama (12-1), 8 
p.m. (ESPN) 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West, 3 p.m. (NFLN) 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National, 4 p.m. (FS1) 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South, 2:30 p.m. (NFLN) 

AP Top 25 fared 

No. 1 Clemson (12-2) lost to No. 4 Ala¬ 
bama 24-6, Sugar Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 2 Oklahoma (12-2) lost to No. 3 
Georgia 54-48 20T, Rose Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 3 Georgia (13-1) beat No. 2 Okla¬ 
homa 54-48 20T, Rose Bowl, Jan. 1. Next: 
vs. Alabama, College Football Champi¬ 
onship, Jan. 8. 

No. 4 Alabama (12-1) beat No. 1 Clem¬ 
son 24-6, Sugar Bowl, Jan. 1. Next: vs. 
Georgia, College Football Championship, 


FCS playoffs 



Monday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Recalled G Zach 
LaVine from Windy City (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Announced 
the retirement of coach Bruce Arians. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - Announced 
the retirement of defensive coordinator 
Dean Pees. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed WR Rod 
Streater to a reserve-futures contract. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Fired coach John 
Fox. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed WR C.J. 
Board, LB Austin Calitro, DB Trevon Hart- 
field, WR Bug Howard, RB Josh Rounds, 
OL Victor Salako, DB B.W. Webb and WR 
Kasen Williams to reserve-future con¬ 
tracts. 

DETROIT LIONS - Fired coach Jim 
Caldwell. Signed CB Adairius Barnes, TE 
Brandon Barnes, DE Alex Barrett, WR 
Dontez Ford, DT Toby Johnson, C Leo Ko- 
loamatangi, S Rolan Milligan, T Dan Skip¬ 
per, QB Alek Torgersen and DE Jeremiah 
Valoaga to reserve-future contracts. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Signed TE 
Braedon Bowman, G Brett Boyko, DB A.J. 
Hendy, LB James Onwualu, DE Whitney 
Richardson and C Cole Toner to reserve- 
future contracts. 


Jan. 8 

No. 5 Ohio State (12-2) beat No. 8 
Southern Cal 24-7, Cotton Bowl, Dec. 29. 

No. 6 Wisconsin (13-1) beat No. 11 Mi¬ 
ami 34-24, Orange Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 7 Auburn (10-4) lost to No. 10 UCF 
34-27, Peach Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 8 Southern Cal (11-3) lost to No. 5 
Ohio State 24-7, Cotton Bowl, Dec. 29. 

No. 9 Penn State (11-2) beat No. 12 
Washington 35-28, Fiesta Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 10 UCF (13-0) beat No. 7 Auburn 34- 
27, Peach Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 11 Miami (10-3) lost to No. 6 Wis¬ 
consin 34-24, Orange Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 12 Washington (10-3) lost to No. 9 
Penn State 35-28, Fiesta Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 13 TCU (11-3) beat No. 15 Stanford 
39-37, Alamo Bowl, Dec. 28. 

No. 14 Notre Dame (10-3) beat No. 14 
LSU 21-17, Citrus Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 15 Stanford (9-5) lost to No. 13 TCU 
39-37, Alamo Bowl, Dec. 28. 

No. 16 LSU (9-4) lost to No. 14 Notre 
Dame 21-17, Citrus Bowl, Jan. 1. 

No. 17 Oklahoma State (10-3) beat No. 
22 Virginia Tech 30-21, Camping World 
Bowl, Dec. 28. 

No. 18 Michigan State (10-3) beat No. 
21 Washington State 42-17, Holiday Bowl, 
Dec. 28. 

No. 19 Memphis (10-3) lost to Iowa 
State 21-20, Liberty Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 20 Northwestern (10-3) beat Ken¬ 
tucky 24-23, Music City Bowl, Dec. 29. 

No. 21 Washington State (9-4) lost 
to No. 18 Michigan State 42-17, Holiday 
Bowl, Dec. 28. 

No. 22 Virginia Tech (9-4) lost to No. 17 
Oklahoma State 30-21, Camping World 
Bowl, Dec. 28. 

No. 23 South Florida (10-2) beat Texas 
Tech 38-34, Birmingham Bowl, Dec. 23. 

No. 24 Mississippi State (9-4) beat 
Louisville 31-27, TaxSIayer Bowl, Dec. 30. 

No. 25 Boise State (11-3) beat Oregon 
38-28, Las Vegas Bowl, Dec. 16. 


Qatar Open 

Monday 

At The Khalifa International Tennis & 
Squash Complex 
Doha, Qatar 

Purse: $1.29 million (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Cedrik- 
Marcel Stebe, Germany, 6-1, 0-0 retired. 

Fernando Verdasco (7), Spain, def. 
Dudi Sela, Israel, 4-6, 6-4, 6-0. 

Dominic Thiem (1) Austria, def. Evg¬ 
eny Donskoy, Russia, 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Nikoloz Basilashvili, Georgia, def. 
Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, 6-4, 6-3. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, def. Flo- 
rian Mayer, Germany, 4-6, 7-5,6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Pablo Carreno Busta and Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. Paolo Lorenzi, 
Italy, and Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 
6-2, 7-6 (4). 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Rajeev 
Ram (3), United States, def. Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, and Mousa Zayed, Qatar, 7-5, 6- 
2 . 

Borna Coric, Croatia, and Jan-Lennard 
Struff, Germany, def. Filip Krajinovic and 
Viktor Troicki, Serbia, 7-6 (6), 6-4. 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (1), Brazil, def. Marcin Matkows- 
ki, Poland, and Aisam-UI-Haq Qureshi, 
Pakistan, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 10-5. 

ASB Classic Results 

Monday 

At ASB Tennis Arena 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Purse: $250,00 (Inti.) 
Surface^Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Julia Goerges (2), Germany, def. Moni¬ 
ca Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-4, 4-6,6-2. 

Kristen Flipkens, Belgium, def. Donna 
Vekic (8), Croatia, 7-6 (5), 3-6, 6-4. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Marketa 
Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 7-6 (2), 
6-3. 


WTA Shenzhen Open 

Monday 

At Longgang Tennis Center 
Shenzhen, Cf ' 


_j, China 

Purse: $626,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Zhang Shuai (3), China, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Jasmine 
Paolini, Italy, 6-0, 6-4. 

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Pauline 
Parmentier, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Danka Kovinic, Montenegro, def. Ma¬ 
ria Sakkari (7), Greece, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Ni¬ 
cole Gibbs, United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Maria Sharapova, Russia, vs. Mihaela 
Buzarnescu, Romania, 

Timea Babos (8), Hungary, def. Wang 
Xiyu, China, 6-1, 6-1. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, def. 
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-2, 6-3. 
Doubles 
First Round 

Lu Jing-Jing and Wang Qiang, China, 
def. Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia, and 
Wang Yafan, China, 6-4, 4-6,10-6. 

Guo Hanyu and Wang Xinyu, China, 
def. Kristyna Pliskova and Renata Vora- 
cova (3), Czech Republic, 2-6, 6-3, 10-4. 


Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 


AP sportlight 


NEW YORK JETS - Signed G Ben 
Braden, T Korren Kirven, WR Jalin Mar¬ 
shall, WR Tre McBride, DL Claude Pelon, 
DB Terrell Sinkfield, QB Joel Stave, WR 
Damore’ea Stringfellow and WR Dan Wil¬ 
liams to reserve-future deals. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Signed CB Jer¬ 
emy Boykins to the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed CB 
Quinton Dunbar to a multiyear contract 
extension. Signed OL Alex Balducci, DL 
Tavaris Barnes, TE Chris Bazile, RB Kenny 
Hilliard, OL Cameron Jefferson, OL John 
Kling, LB Alex McCalister, LB Cassanova 
McKinzy, DL Ondre Pipkins, DB James 
Sample and S Orion Stewart to reserve- 
future contracts. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled D Kyle 
Capobianco from Tucson (AHL). Assigned 
D Andrew Campbell to Tucson. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled F 
A.J. Greer from San Antonio (AHL). 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Recalled F 
Tanner Fritz from Bridgeport (AHL). As¬ 
signed F Anthony Beauvillier and F Steve 
Bernier to Bridgeport. 

COLLEGE 

TEXAS TECH — Fired women’s bas¬ 
ketball coach Candi Whitaker. Named 
Shimmy Gray-Miller women’s interim 
basketball coach. 


Jan. 3 

1920 — Boston Red Sox owner Harry 
Frazee sells pitcher-outfielder Babe Ruth 
to the New York Yankees for $125,000 
plus a $350,000 loan. 

1973 — A 12-member group headed by 
George Steinbrenner buys the New York 
Yankees from the Columbia Broadcast¬ 
ing System for $10 million. 

1993 — The Buffalo Bills stage pro 
football’s biggest comeback to beat the 
Houston Oilers 41-38 in overtime in the 
first round of the NFL playoffs. 

1995 — Nebraska, the fourth team to 
finish 13-0 in Division l-A football his¬ 
tory, wins its first national football title 
since 1971 as the Cornhuskers are the 
overwhelming choice in The Associated 
Press poll. 

1998 — Michigan wins its first national 
championship since 1948 as the Wolver¬ 
ines are officially declared No. 1 in the 
final Associated Press poll. The coaches 
poll jumps Nebraska to the No. 1 spot, 
creating a split national championship 
for the third time in the 1990s. 

2003 — Ohio State completes an un¬ 
likely, unbeaten run to their first national 
title in 34 years with a 31-24 double-over¬ 
time win over Miami at the Fiesta Bowl. 
The Buckeyes’ upset ends the Hurri¬ 
canes’ bid for a second straight title and 
their winning streak at 34. 

2015 — A month shy of 43, Jaromir Jagr 
scores three times to pass Gordie Howe 
and become the oldest NHL player to re¬ 
cord a hat trick, leading New Jersey to a 
5-2 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

2016 — Jimmy Butler breaks Michael 
Jordan’s team record for points in a half, 
scoring 40 of his 42 after the break to 
lead the Chicago Bulls over the Toronto 
Raptors 115-113. Jordan had 39, also in 
the second half, in a game against Mil¬ 
waukee in 1989. 
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NBA/NHL 


Roundup 

DeRozan 
hits 52 
in OT win 

Associated. Press 

TORONTO — DeMar DeRo¬ 
zan scored a franchise-record 
52 points, and the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors beat the Milwaukee Bucks 
131-127 in overtime on Monday 
night, matching the team record 
with their 12th consecutive home 
victory. 

DeRozan is the third player 
in Raptors history to score 50 or 
more in a single game. The others 
are Vince Carter and Terrence 
Ross, who each had 51. 

“I for sure wanted to beat T- 
Ross,” DeRozan joked about 
eclipsing his former teammate. 

DeRozan scored the first nine 
points of the game and had 21 in 
the first, the most by a Raptors 
player in a single quarter this 
season. 

“He was playing with a lot of 
juice,” coach Dwane Casey said. 
“You could see the bounce in his 
step. Tonight, DeMar DeRozan 
played like a superstar.” 

Kyle Lowry had 26 points and 
Serge Ibaka added 11 for the Rap¬ 
tors, who also won 12 straight at 
Air Canada Centre between Jan. 
18 and March 6, 2016. Toronto is 
an NBA-best 14-1 at home. 

DeRozan made 17 of 29 field- 
goal attempts and shot 13-for-13 
at the free-throw line. 

Eric Bledsoe scored 29 points 
and Giannis Antetokounmpo had 
26 for the Bucks, who had won 
their previous two. Khris Middle- 
ton finished with 18 points in the 
entertaining rematch between 
first-round playoff opponents 
from last season, a series Toronto 
won in six. 

Trail Blazers 124, Bulls 120 
(OT): At Chicago, Portland guard 
C. J. McCollum scored 25 of his 32 
points after halftime, including 
the tiebreaking basket with 56.5 
seconds remaining in overtime. 

Al-Farouq Aminu added a 
season-high 24 points and Evan 
Turner also had his season best 
with 22 for Portland. 

Timberwolves 114, Lakers 96: 
Jimmy Butler scored 28 points, 
and host Minnesota won for the 
seventh time in eight games. 

Karl-Anthony Towns recorded 
his 30th double-double of the 
season with 16 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds for the Timberwolves. 
Andrew Wiggins scored 21 points 
and grabbed a season-high nine 
rebounds. 

The Lakers have lost seven in a 
row and 10 of 11. 

Nets 98, Magic 95: Rookie 
Jarrett Allen had a career-high 
16 points for host Brooklyn, and 
Allen Crabbe added 15 points and 
blocked a potential tying shot. 

Caris LeVert also had 15 points, 
while DeMarre Carroll chipped 
in 14 points, 10 rebounds and the 
tiebreaking free throw with 34.5 
seconds remaining. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 30 10 .750 - 

Toronto 25 10 .714 2 'A 

New York 18 18 .500 10 

Philadelphia 17 19 .472 11 

Brooklyn 14 23 .378 14’/ 2 

Southeast Division 

Washington 21 16 .568 - 

Miami 19 17 .528 1V4 

Charlotte 13 23 .361 V/i 

Orlando 12 26 .316 9Vz 

Atlanta 10 26 .278 Wi 

Central Division 

Cleveland 24 12 .667 - 

Detroit 20 15 .571 3V4 

Milwaukee 19 16 .543 414 

Indiana 19 18 .514 514 

Chicago 13 24 .351 1114 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 26 9 .743 - 

San Antonio 25 12 .676 2 

New Orleans 18 18 .500 8V4 

Dallas 13 25 .342 1414 

Memphis 12 25 .324 15 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 24 14 .632 - 

Oklahoma City 20 17 .541 314 

Portland 19 17 .528 4 

Denver 19 17 .528 4 

Utah 16 21 .432 714 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 29 8 .784 - 

L.A. Clippers 16 19 .457 12 

Phoenix 14 24 .368 1514 

Sacramento 12 24 .333 1614 

L.A. Lakers 11 25 .306 1714 

Sunday’s games 
Washington 114, Chicago 110 
Minnesota 107, Indiana 90 
Boston 108, Brooklyn 105 
Dallas 116, Oklahoma City 113 
Houston 148, L.A. Lakers 142 
L.A. Clippers 106, Charlotte 98 
Memphis 114, Sacramento 96 
Philadelphia 123, Phoenix 110 
Monday’s games 
Brooklyn 98, Orlando 95 
Toronto 131, Milwaukee 127, OT 
Minnesota 114, L.A. Lakers 96 
Portland 124, Chicago 120, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Portland at Cleveland 
San Antonio at New York 
Atlanta at Phoenix 
Charlotte at Sacramento 
Memphis at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston at Orlando 
New York at Washington 
San Antonio at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Miami 
Minnesota at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at Boston 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Toronto at Chicago 
Golden State at Dallas 
New Orleans at Utah 
Phoenix at Denver 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Trail Blazers 124, Bulls 120 

PORTLAND - Turner 10-14 1-1 22, 
Aminu 9-17 1-1 24, Nurkic 5-13 1-2 11, Na¬ 
pier 3-13 4-4 11, McCollum 11-30 5-6 32, 
Harkless 0-2 0-0 0, Collins 2-5 0-0 4, Davis 
2-5 0-0 4, Connaughton 5-9 4-4 16. Totals 
47-108 16-18 124. 

CHICAGO - Valentine 4-13 0-0 10, 
Markkanen 7-12 1-2 19, Lopez 6-16 3-4 
15, Dunn 9-20 3-3 22, Holiday 4-10 5-5 14, 
Zipser 1-3 0-0 2, Portis 6-9 1-1 14, Mirotic 
6-13 4-4 18, Grant 1-4 1-2 3, Nwaba 1-4 1-2 
3. Totals 45-104 19-23 120. 

Portland 31 21 31 29 12-124 

Chicago 23 30 34 25 8-120 

Three-point Goals—Portland 14-33 
(Aminu 5-7, McCollum 5-11, Connaugh¬ 
ton 2-4, Turner 1-2, Napier 1-5, Harkless 
0-1, Collins 0-3), Chicago 11-27 (Mark¬ 
kanen 4-6, Mirotic 2-5, Valentine 2-8, Por¬ 
tis 1-1, Dunn 1-2, Holiday 1-4, Zipser 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 
50 (Nurkic 15), Chicago 58 (Mirotic 10). 
Assists—Portland 25 (McCollum 8), Chi¬ 
cago 28 (Valentine 6). Total Fouls—Port¬ 
land 16, Chicago 21. A-20,860 (20,917). 


Raptors 131, Bucks 127 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-17 4-4 18, 
Antetokounmpo 9-18 7-9 26, Henson 4-8 
2-2 10, Bledsoe 9-15 6-6 29, Snell 1-4 0-0 
2, Maker 4-8 5-5 16, Dellavedova 2-5 0-0 6, 
Terry 0-2 0-0 0, Kilpatrick 1-3 2-2 5, Brogdon 
7-13 0-0 15. Totals 44-93 26-28 127. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 0-0 1-2 1, Ibaka 
5-19 1-1 11, Valanciunas 2-3 2-2 6, Lowry 
7-13 7-10 26, DeRozan 17-29 13-13 52, 
Miles 3-7 0-0 8, Siakam 2-3 0-0 4, Poeltl 2- 
3 0-0 4, Wright 3-7 2-3 8, VanVIeet 4-7 1-2 
11. Totals 45-91 27-33 131. 

Milwaukee 30 26 28 30 13-127 

Toronto 35 25 28 26 17-131 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 13-27 
(Bledsoe 5-7, Maker 3-4, Dellavedova 2- 
4, Kilpatrick 1-2, Brogdon 1-2, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 1-3, Snell 0-1, Middleton 0-4), 
Toronto 14-33 (DeRozan 5-9, Lowry 5-10, 
VanVIeet 2-3, Miles 2-4, Wright 0-2, Ibaka 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 43 (Antetokounmpo 9), Toronto 

40 (Ibaka 8). Assists—Milwaukee 27 (Del¬ 
lavedova 10), Toronto 25 (DeRozan 8). 
Total Fouls—Milwaukee 23, Toronto 20. 
A-19,800 (19,800). 

Nets 98, Magic 95 

ORLANDO - Simmons 3-12 3-4 10, 
Gordon 8-20 2-3 20, Biyombo 4-9 5-6 13, 
Payton 7-15 2-3 17, Fournier 4-15 5-5 13, 
Iwundu 2-6 0-0 5, Speights 3-5 1-2 8, Au¬ 
gustin 1-5 1-2 3, Afflalo 1-2 0-0 2, Hezonja 
2-7 0-0 4. Totals 35-96 19-25 95. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 6-12 1-2 14, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 4-13 5-6 13, Zeller 3-7 0-0 7, 
Dinwiddie 2-6 1-2 7, Crabbe 3-8 6-6 15, 
Acy 0-2 0-0 0, Allen 7-8 2-4 16, Stauskas 
1-3 0-0 2, LeVert 6-15 2-3 15, Harris 4-8 0-0 
9. Totals 36-82 17-23 98. 

Orlando 27 21 22 25-95 

Brooklyn 22 25 24 27-98 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 6-31 (Gor¬ 
don 2-8, Speights 1-2, Payton 1-3, Iwundu 

1- 3, Simmons 1-5, Afflalo 0-1, Hezonja 0-2, 

Augustin 0-3, Fournier 0-4), Brooklyn 9-25 
(Crabbe 3-6, Dinwiddie 2-5, Zeller 1-1, Le¬ 
Vert 1-2, Harris 1-4, Carroll 1-4, Hollis-Jef- 
ferson 0-1, Acy 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 

Rebounds—Orlando 52 (Biyombo 17), 

Brooklyn 52 (Carroll 10). Assists—Or¬ 
lando 16 (Payton 7), Brooklyn 17 (LeVert 
8). Total Fouls—Orlando 18, Brooklyn 22. 
A-16,164 (17,732). 

Timberwolves 114, Lakers 96 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 4-11 6-7 14, Kuz¬ 
ma 2-7 0-1 6, Randle 6-10 3-4 15, Ennis 2-7 

2- 2 7, Hart 4-7 0-0 10, Brewer 4-7 3-4 12, 
Nance Jr. 3-5 0-0 6, Zubac 2-3 0-0 4, Bogut 
0-0 0-0 0, Caruso 0-2 1-2 1, Clarkson 7-15 
4-7 20, Blue 0-2 1-2 1. Totals 34-76 20-29 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 7-16 6-7 21, 
Gibson 5-9 4-4 14, Towns 7-13 0-0 16, 
Jones 1-4 2-2 5, Butler 8-14 11-11 28, 
Georges-Hunt 2-3 0-0 5, Bjelica 2-4 0-0 5, 
Dieng 7-8 3-4 17, Aldrich 0-1 0-0 0, Brooks 
0-2 0-0 0, Crawford 1-7 1-2 3. Totals 40-81 
27-30 114. 

L.A. Lakers 18 30 28 20- 96 

Minnesota 30 30 31 23-114 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-26 
(Kuzma 2-4, Hart 2-4, Clarkson 2-6, Brew¬ 
er 1-3, Ennis 1-4, Caruso 0-1, Blue 0-2, 
Ingram 0-2), Minnesota 7-20 (Towns 2-4, 
Georges-Hunt 1-1, Butler 1-1, Bjelica 1-3, 
Jones 1-3, Wiggins 1-5, Brooks 0-1, Craw¬ 
ford 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
L.A. Lakers 37 (Randle 12), Minnesota 

41 (Towns 13). Assists—L.A. Lakers 18 
(Clarkson, Ennis 4), Minnesota 26 (But¬ 
ler 9). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 25, Min¬ 
nesota 24. Technicals—Minnesota coach 
Timberwolves (Defensive three second), 
Butler. A-18,978 (19,356). 

Calendar 

Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 
signed. 

Jan. 10 — All contracts are guaranteed 
for rest of season. 

Jan. 15 — Last day to sign two-way 
contracts. 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18 — All-Star weekend, Los 
Angeles. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 

Raptors guard DeMar DeRozan, right, drives between Bucks John 
Henson, left, and Bucks Tony Snell during first half on Monday 



Adam Hunger/AP 


Rangers left wing J.T. Miller, left, celebrates scoring the winning goal 
with Mats Zuccarello against the Buffalo Sabres in overtime of the 
NHL Winter Classic at CitiField in New York on Monday. 


NHL scoreboard 


Miller’s 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. 58 144 93 


37 21 10 

Toronto 40 23 15 

Florida 38 17 16 

Detroit 38 15 16 

Montreal 39 16 19 

Ottawa 37 12 17 

Buffalo 39 10 20 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 40 24 13 3 51 123 113 

New Jersey 38 22 10 

N.Y. Rangers 39 21 13 

Columbus 40 22 15 

N.Y. Islanders 39 20 15 

Carolina 38 18 13 

Pittsburgh 40 19 18 

Philadelphia 38 16 14 


48 114 94 
48 135 118 
39 108 121 
37 104 119 
36 100 122 
32 98 128 
29 86 129 


50 121 113 
47 123 109 
47 113 114 
44 136 139 
43 106 114 
41 111 128 
40 106 109 


Western Conference 


40 23 11 6 

38 23 10 5 

41 24 15 2 

40 22 15 3 

39 20 16 3 

38 18 14 6 

38 19 16 3 

Pacific Division 

37 26 9 2 

39 23 11 5 

36 20 12 4 

40 18 14 8 


52 134 110 
51 123 104 
50 119 102 
47 122 112 
43 110 113 
42 112 106 
41 123 120 


44 109 115 
42 108 114 
37 114 126 
37 106 127 
23 94 146 


Winnipeg 
Nashville 
St. Louis 

Minnesota 
Chicago 
Colorado 

Vegas 
Los Angeles 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Calgary 
Edmonton 

Vancouver 39 16 18 5 

Arizona 41 9 27 5 __ _ 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Vegas 6, Toronto 3 
Anaheim 5, Arizona 2 
Tampa Bay 5, Columbus 0 
Detroit 4, Pittsburgh 1 
Winnipeg 5, Edmonton 0 
Dallas 6, San Jose 0 
Colorado 6, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Calgary 4, Chicago 3, OT 
Monday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Buffalo 2, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders 
Washington at Carolina 
Tampa Bay at Toronto 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
San Jose at Montreal 
New Jersey at St. Louis 
Florida at Minnesota 
Columbus at Dallas 
Winnipeg at Colorado 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Nashville at Vegas 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Detroit 
Chicago at N.Y. Rangers 


Monday 

Rangers 3, Sabres 2 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 0 1-3 

Buffalo 0 110-2 

First Period —1, N.Y. Rangers, Carey 5 
(Nieves, Fast), 4:09.2, N.Y. Rangers, Grab- 
ner 18 (Miller, Hayes), 8:20. 

Second Period— 3, Buffalo, Reinhart 6 
(Okposo, Ristolainen), 0:56 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Buffalo, Ristolainen 2 
(O’Reilly, Okposo), 0:27. 

Overtime— 5, N.Y. Rangers, Miller 8 
(Zuccarello, Shattenkirk), 2:43 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 16-10-12- 
4-42. Buffalo 13-11-8-1-33. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 Of 3; Buffalo 1 Of 5. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 18- 
9-4 (33 shots-31 saves). Buffalo, Lehner 
9-14-6 (42-39). 

A— 41,821 (45,000). T-2:40. 


goal lifts 
Rangers 

By Vin A. Cherwoo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — J.T. Miller was 
in the perfect spot in front of the 
goal to take advantage of a re¬ 
bound in overtime and keep the 
New York Rangers perfect in four 
regular season outdoor games. 

Miller scored a power-play goal 
2:43 into the extra period to lift the 
Rangers to a 3-2 victory over the 
Buffalo Sabres on Monday in the 
NHL’s 10th Winter Classic at Citi 
Field. 

The Rangers went on the power 
play 2:15 into overtime when 
Jacob Josefson was whistled for 
tripping Jimmy Vesey. On the 
winner, Kevin Shattenkirk fired a 
shot that rebounded right to Mill¬ 
er, who put it in. 

“Fortunate to get a good shot 
to the net,” Miller said. “Not too 
often they come right on the stick 
like that.” 

Paul Carey and Michael Grab- 
ner scored in the first period for 
the Rangers, who improved to a 
league-best 4-0 in outdoor games 
during the season. Henrik Lun¬ 
dqvist stopped 31 shots to help 
New York improve to 6-2-3 in its 
past 11 overall. 

“We talked about going into this 
game there’s no way you’re going 
to look back at this as a great 
memory if you don’t win,” said 
Lundqvist, who is 4-0-0 with a 1.98 
goals-against average outdoors. 
“Now we got a big win and we can 
always look back at this game as a 
great experience.” 

Rasmus Ristolainen had a goal 
and an assist, Sam Reinhart also 
scored and Kyle Okposo had two 
assists for the Sabres. Robin Leh¬ 
ner finished with 39 saves for Buf¬ 
falo, which is 4-3-5 in its past 12 
games. 

The game, played at the home of 
baseball’s New York Mets, was on 
the 10th anniversary of the Sabres’ 
2-1 shootout loss to Pittsburgh in 
Buffalo in the first Winter Clas¬ 
sic. This was also the league’s 24th 
regular season outdoor game. 
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OLYMPICS/NFL _ 

Figure skating trials 
sure to test nerves 



Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Tyler Boyd races toward the end zone for a touchdown as Baltimore 
Ravens Brandon Carr, left, Maurice Canady, center, and Eric Weddle chase him in the final minute of 
Sunday’s game in Baltimore. Boyd scored and knocked the Ravens out of the playoffs. 

Week 17 takeaways 

Last TD of season puts Bills 
in playoffs instead of Ravens 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Imag¬ 
ine working for years, targeting 
one of the most elusive goals in 
sports. 

Then recognizing that all of 
those practices and training and 
competitions lead to four min¬ 
utes or so when you must be at 
your best. Or else the dream 
collapses. 

That’s how American figure 
skaters approach this week’s 
national championships, which 
serve as the United States’ quali¬ 
fier for the Pyeongchang Olym¬ 
pics in February and begin 
Wednesday. 

Nervous time? Sure. 

Pressure? Immeasurable. 

Maybe it’s appropriate that 
nationals will take place at the 
Shark Tank. Competitors need to 
be as relentless as a great white. 

“I definitely think there is addi¬ 
tional pressure,” defending men’s 
champion Nathan Chen said. “But 
it is reassuring. I am happy with 
the way things have gone, happy I 
am in this position. This is what I 
wanted for a long time. I personal¬ 
ly remind myself to embrace it.” 

America could embrace Chen, 
who comes off a Grand Prix Final 
victory and, with his five qua¬ 
druple jumps in his free skate, 
has ratcheted up the technical 
level for all men. He’ll be a heavy 
favorite to make the Olympic 
squad, and a strong contender for 
a medal in South Korea. 

“Every competition is differ¬ 
ent, regardless of how you pre- 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Brittany 
Bowe, Shani Davis and Heather 
Richardson Bergsma. All the big 
names in U.S. speedskating are at 
the sport’s American mecca for a 
shot at the Olympics. 

Bonnie Blair’s kid is giving it a 
go, too. 

They’ll try to earn one of 
the maximum 16 spots for Py¬ 
eongchang at the trials that run 
through Sunday. 

Once considered the American 
mecca of speedskating, the Pet¬ 
tit National Ice Center has been 
overtaken by the Utah Olympic 
Oval in recent years as the home 
for top speedskaters. But Pettit 
is still an official U.S. Olympic 
training center and marked its 
25th anniversary last year. 

The trials are back at the big 
oval on the outskirts of Milwau¬ 
kee for the first time since 1998. 

Five-time gold medalist Blair, 
married to four-time Olympic 
speedskater Dave Cruikshank, 
will be cheering on her daugh¬ 
ter, Blair Cruikshank, in the 500 
meters. 

Pettit is at sea level, the same 
as the venue in Pyeongchang. 


pare yourself or how you look 
at it, it always will be a little bit 
different,” said the 18-year-old 
from Salt Lake City who trains 
in Lakewood, Calif. “Through 
all the experiences I have had 
so far, I kind of know what to ex¬ 
pect from a pressure standpoint, 
and the pressure is always pretty 
similar. And it really helps me 
approach the competition from a 
skating aspect better; I know how 
to get myself physically ready. So 
when the competition happens, I 
can turn to more mental things. 

“Honestly, I have not done any 
major changes, just kind of rely on 
that when I get to the competition 
my training will come through.” 

Jason Brown, a 2014 bronze 
medalist in the team competition 
at the Sochi Games, Adam Rip- 
pon and Vincent Zhou figure to be 
the main contenders for the other 
two U.S. spots in Pyeongchang. 

There’s no overwhelming fa¬ 
vorite in the women’s event, 
which could come down to the 
experience of three-time national 
champion Ashley Wagner, also a 
Sochi bronze winner in the team 
event, and 2010 Olympian Mirai 
Nagasu. Defending champion 
Karen Chen has had a difficult 
season. 

There’s no Michelle Kwan or 
Tara Lipinski around who could 
push aside the Russians or Japa¬ 
nese who form the strength of the 
women’s division. 

The United States gets three 
Olympic spots in everything but 
pairs, where it has struggled and 
will have only one berth in South 
Korea. 


Four years ago, the U.S. team had 
trained too long at altitude despite 
the Olympics being held near sea 
level in Sochi, Russia. Their skin 
suits were problematic, too. 

As a result, the Americans 
failed to earn a medal for the first 
time since 1984, a stunning out¬ 
come for the most successful U.S. 
Olympic winter sport. 

“It was definitely a shock,” 2014 
Olympian Emery Lehman said. 
“By the time the Olympics were 
done, everyone was kind of sitting 
there scratching their heads not 
really knowing what happened or 
what was the cause.” 

This season has been the least 
successful for the Americans 
since Sochi. The U.S. notched just 
one World Cup win last fall. 

However, the World Cup meets 
merely determined how many 
Olympic spots a country got in 
each event. 

Bowe, a former college bas¬ 
ketball point guard, missed most 
of the 2016-17 season because of 
concussion symptoms. 

Richardson Bergsma is seek¬ 
ing her third Olympic berth, still 
looking for a medal. 

Davis, a four-time medalist, is 
trying to make a fourth Olympic 
team at age 35. 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

The final touchdown of the 
NFL regular season put an end 
to the longest playoff drought in 
U.S. pro sports. 

The touchdown belonged to the 
Cincinnati Bengals, the drought 
no longer belongs to the Buffalo 
Bills and somewhere in the midst 
of all that, the Baltimore Ravens 
found themselves staring at a 
very long offseason. 

Andy Dalton drove the Ben¬ 
gals 90 yards and capped it with 
a 49-yard touchdown pass to 
Tyler Boyd on fourth-and-12 with 
44 seconds left in the last game 
going Sunday evening. 

Cincinnati won 31-27 to knock 
the Ravens out of the playoffs 
and put Buffalo in. The last-min¬ 
ute loss at home to a team with 
nothing to play for (Cincinnati 
finished 7-9) was a brutal way for 
Baltimore to end its season. The 
Ravens only needed to win to get 
in. 

Buffalo, meanwhile, had 
wrapped up a 22-16 victory at 
Miami only moments before the 
late-game drama in Baltimore. 

Safe to say, the Bills — to say 
nothing of the folks in charge of 
their Twitter account — were 
watching every moment in the 
locker room. 

Their 17-year playoff absence 
had been the longest in American 
pro sports. Now burdened with 
that distinction are baseball’s 


Seattle Mariners, who haven’t 
reached the playoffs since 2001. 

Buffalo’s last trip to the playoffs 
ended badly — with the Music 
City Miracle. 

Also sewing up playoff spots 
Sunday were Tennessee and At¬ 
lanta. The playoffs start next Sat¬ 
urday when the Titans visit the 
Chiefs and the Falcons visit the 
Rams. On Sunday, it’s Buffalo at 
Jacksonville and Carolina at New 
Orleans. New England, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Philadelphia and Minne¬ 
sota all have first-round byes and 
will start the playoffs the week¬ 
end of Jan. 13-14. 

In case you missed it, here are 
the other top topics after the NFL 
season’s 17th and final regular- 
season Sunday: 

Oh-fer: All you can really say 
is that it was Oh-So-Browns. 
Cleveland’s final chance to avoid 
a winless season came to an end 
on fourth-and-2 from the Pitts¬ 
burgh 27 when Browns quarter¬ 
back DeShone Kizer stepped up 
and fired a strike directly at re¬ 
ceiver Corey Coleman’s hands. It 
went right through them and ce¬ 
mented Cleveland’s 28-24 loss to 
the Steelers. The Browns joined 
the 2008 Detroit Lions as only the 
second team to go 0-16 in a sea¬ 
son. That comes a year after their 
1-15 campaign, though Browns 
owner Jimmy Haslam said coach 
Hue Jackson would not lose his 
job. 

Harrison shines: Released by 
the Steelers after not getting the 


playing time he wanted, 39-year- 
old linebacker James Harrison 
signed with the Patriots and re¬ 
sponded with two sacks against 
the Jets in New England’s 26-6 
win. The victory secured home- 
field advantage through the 
playoffs for the Patriots. Before 
his ugly exit from Pittsburgh, 
Harrison had a grand total of 
three tackles and one sack in five 
games in 2017. Against the Jets, 
he finished with five tackles and 
two QB hits in addition to the two 
sacks. 

Out but not down: Nobody 
would want to face the San 
Francisco 49ers in the playoffs. 
Nobody will have to. But watch 
out in 2018. Sparked by the ar¬ 
rival of former Patriots backup 
Jimmy Garoppolo, the Niners 
(6-10) finished the season on a 
five-game winning streak, clos¬ 
ing with a 34-13 victory over the 
Rams, who rested many of their 
starters while looking toward the 
playoffs. 

Wait for next year: Though the 
Browns had wrapped up the top 
pick in the 2018 draft a week ear¬ 
lier, they got another win of sorts 
when the Texans lost. Cleveland 
owns Houston’s top pick next year, 
and by losing, the Texans fin¬ 
ished 4-12 and in the fourth draft 
position. The second pick goes to 
the Giants and the third selection 
goes to the Colts. Denver and the 
Jets helped themselves by losing. 
Each finished 5-11; the Broncos 
will pick fifth and the Jets sixth. 


Familar names compete 
at speedskating trials 
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NFL 


Lions, Bears fire coaches 


Caldwell, Fox sacked on Black Monday; Arians retires 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

The Lions and Bears showed their coaches the 
door. Bruce Arians of the Cardinals found it him¬ 
self. And Vance Joseph of the Broncos remained 
gainfully employed despite enduring the sort of sea¬ 
son that doesn’t go down well in Denver. 

What is traditionally the NFL’s biggest day for fir¬ 
ings, “Black Monday,” started with a flurry when 
Detroit canned Jim Caldwell and Chicago did the 
same to John Fox, both before noon. 

“Today is the tough part of our results-oriented 
business,” said Fox, whose team went 14-34 and fin¬ 
ished last in all three of his seasons in Chicago. 

While Fox was let go, general manager Ryan Pace 
got a contract extension through the 2021 season. 

Fox and Caldwell, who went 36-28 in four seasons 
but didn’t win a playoff game, joined Jack Del Rio of 
the Raiders and Chuck Pagano of the Colts, whose 
owners didn’t even wait until the calendar turned, 
choosing to sack them. 

Arians, who has been dealing with health prob¬ 
lems, including a bout with kidney cancer, an¬ 
nounced he was leaving Arizona, though that was 
widely expected. 

In a teary news conference, the 65-year-old Ari¬ 
ans called his stay in Arizona, which included 49 
victories over five seasons “a great ride.” Sporting 
his trademark cap and toying with his grey goatee, 
Arians said an eye opener came over the summer 
when his wife told him his son, Jake, was soon to 
turn 40. 

“It hit me like a ton of bricks, that I missed all that 
time,” Arians said. “That’s the culture. I probably 
wouldn’t change anything.” 

Joseph, a rookie head coach who oversaw a 5-11 
season that included an eight-game losing streak, 
was on the hot seat. But his boss, John Elway, slept 
on it and decided to keep Joseph and not begin a 
search for the team’s fourth coach in five years. 

“We believe in Vance as our head coach,” Elway 
tweeted. “Together, we’ll put in the work to improve 
in all areas and win in 2018.” 

The Marvin Lewis situation in Cincinnati — well, 
it’s complicated. Lewis completed his 15th season 
with the Bengals, and conventional wisdom held that 
he might not be asked to return. He met with owner 
Mike Brown on Monday, but no conclusions were 
reached. Lewis said the decision was more compli¬ 
cated than management simply 
asking him back, and that the 
owner and the front office need 
to be on the same page. 

The five vacancies (six count¬ 
ing the Giants, who fired Bob 
McAdoo earlier in December) 
naturally triggered a flurry of 
speculation about which assis¬ 
tant coaches might be moving 
on to take over the teams. 

Panthers defensive coordina¬ 
tor Steve Wilks confirmed that 
the Colts, Lions and Giants had 
asked him to interview. Patriots coordinators Josh 
McDaniels and Matt Patricia were, as usual, on a 
number of lists, and Eagles defensive coordinator 
Jim Schwartz was considered one of New York’s top 
candidates. 

Maybe most intriguing was the prospect of Jon 
Gruden leaving the broadcasting booth and return¬ 
ing to the Raiders. ESPN reported that Raiders 
owner Mark Davis was trying to lure Gruden back 
to the sideline with an offer that could include an 
ownership stake. 

In Houston, Texans general manager Rick Smith 
said he would leave the team for at least a year 
while his wife, Tiffany, fights breast cancer. There 
had been speculation that coach Bill O’Brien might 
lose his job, though it appeared O’Brien would stay 
on. Smith dismissed the notion that he and O’Brien 
don’t get along, saying they have a great working 
relationship. 

“We continue to do that and that’s another reason 
why this is a decision that I can make,” Smith said. 


Today is 
the tough 
part of our 
results- 
oriented 
business. * 

John Fox 

fired Bears coach 



George Bridges/AP 


Detroit head coach Jim Caldwell gives directions 
to his players during a game in October. The Lions 
fired Caldwell on Monday, dismissing a coach who 
received a multiyear contract extension before the 
season. 



Bruce Kluckhohn/AP 


Bears coach John Fox speaks during a news 
conference after Sunday’s game. Fox was fired 
Monday after his team went 14-34 and finished 
last in all three of his seasons in Chicago. 



Mark Tenally/AP 


Cardinals coach Bruce Arians is retiring from 
coaching after five mostly successful seasons. 


Weekly statistics 


AFC individual leaders 

Final 

Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Brady, NE 581 385 4577 32 8 

Rivers, LAC 575 360 4515 28 10 

Roethlisberger, PIT 561 360 4251 28 14 

Al. Smith, KC 505 341 4042 26 5 

Bortles, JAC 523 315 3687 21 13 

D. Carr, OAK 515 323 3496 22 13 

Dalton, Cl N 496 297 3320 25 12 

Mariota, TEN 453 281 3232 13 15 

Flacco, BAL 549 352 3141 18 13 

Brissett, IND 469 276 3098 13 7 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

K. Hunt, KC 272 1327 4.9 69t 8 

L. Bell, PIT 321 1291 4.0 27 9 

McCoy, BUF 287 1138 4.0 48t 6 

M. Gordon, LAC 284 1105 3.9 87t 8 

Fournette, JAC 268 1040 3.9 90t 9 

C. Anderson, DEN 245 1007 4.1 40 3 

A. Collins, BAL 212 973 4.6 50 6 

Gore, IND 261 961 3.7 21 3 

D. Lewis, NE 180 896 5.0 44 6 

M. Lynch, OAK 207 891 4.3 51t 7 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

101 1533 15.2 57 9 

102 1393 13.7 51 6 

96 1378 14.4 72t 13 
75 1183 15.8 79t 7 

69 1084 15.7 53t 8 

65 1082 16.6 64t 7 

75 1078 14.4 77t 8 

83 1038 12.5 44 8 

112 987 8.8 49 9 

57 966 16.9 80t 4 

Punters 

No Yds Lg 


NFC individual leaders 


A. Brown, PIT 
K. Allen, LAC 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
T. Hill, KC 
Gronkowski, NE 
Cooks, NE 
A. Green, CIN 
Kelce, KC 
Landry, MIA 
T. Hilton, IND 


Kern, TEN 
Lechler, HOU 
Kaser, LAC 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
M. King, OAK 
Huber, CIN 
Lac. Edwards, NYJ 
Dixon, DEN 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Koch, BAL 


Campanaro, BAL 
Mickens, JAC 
Tate, BUF 
T. Benjamin, LAC 
McKenzie, DEN 
Amendola, NE 
A. Jackson, TEN 
T. Hill, KC 
J. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 


D. Lewis, NE 
A. Hunt, KC 
A. Jackson, TEN 
J. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
Tate, BUF 


D. Hopkins, HOU 
M. Gordon, LAC 
L. Bell, PIT 
K. Hunt, KC 
Fournette, JAC 
D. Lewis, NE 
A. Brown, PIT 
Landry, MIA 
Crabtree, OAK 
Gronkowski, NE 


Gostkowski, NE 
Boswell, PIT 
Butker, KC 
Tucker, BAL 
Succop, TEN 
Hauschka, BUF 
Vinatieri, IND 
Catanzaro, NYJ 
McManus, DEN 
Fairbairn, HOU 


Lg Avg 

75 3728 74 49.7 
92 4507 68 49.0 
74 3558 69 48.1 
80 3811 67 47.6 
69 3270 65 47.4 
88 4101 63 46.6 
94 4378 70 46.6 
73 3331 60 45.6 
65 2936 77 45.2 
84 3765 67 44.8 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

27 291 10.8 77t 1 

28 287 10.2 72 1 

20 193 9.6 40 0 

27 257 9.5 65t 1 

21 183 8.7 44 0 

27 231 8.6 40 0 

34 290 8.5 46 0 

25 204 8.2 82t 1 

25 190 7.6 27 0 

40 278 7.0 29 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

23 570 24.8103t 1 
25 611 24.4 42 0 

25 578 23.1 57 0 

21 479 22.8 31 0 

32 663 20.7 41 0 

28 548 19.6 29 0 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 

‘ " 0 78 


AFC team statistics 


New England 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

Kansas City 

Jacksonville 

Denver 

Oakland 

Houston 

Tennessee 

Cleveland 

Miami 

Baltimore 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

Indianapolis 

Cincinnati 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

394.2 118.1 
377.9 104.2 
376.6 


99.7 

375.4 118.9 

365.9 141.4 

324.1 115.8 

324.1 97.1 

320.0 115.1 
314.0 114.6 : 

308.9 107.1 : 

307.7 86.8 : 


Jacksonville 

Denver 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Tennessee 

Cleveland 

L.A. Chargers 

Miami 

Cincinnati 

Houston 

Oakland 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

Kansas City 

New England 

Indianapolis 


Final 

Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

565 371 4446 29 10 
536 386 4334 23 8 

529 342 4095 20 12 
540 347 4093 27 13 
553 339 3983 34 11 
477 296 3804 28 7 

481 325 3547 22 7 

442 282 3504 19 11 
571 352 3468 19 13 
490 308 3324 22 13 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

279 1305 4.7 57t 13 

230 1124 4.9 72 12 

276 1122 4.1 53 9 

242 983 4.1 30 7 

240 940 3.9 61 8 

196 865 4.4 44 7 

216 842 3.9 46 8 

173 766 4.4 68 2 

139 754 5.4 69 6 

171 751 4.4 75t 5 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
Ju. Jones, ATL 88 1444 16.4 53 3 

Thielen, MIN 91 1276 14.0 65t 4 

Mi. Thomas, NOR 104 1245 12.0 43 5 

Fitzgerald, ARI 109 1156 10.6 37 6 

.. - 61 11Q1 18 Q 58 g 

92 1003 10.9 71t 5 

71 1001 14.1 42t 5 

75 991 13.2 54 8 

56 962 17.2 83t 2 

74 885 12.0 55t 10 
Punters 

No Yds Lg 


Stafford, DET 
Brees, NOR 
M. Ryan, ATL 
Cousins, WAS 
R. Wilson, SEA 
Goff, LA 
Keenum, MIN 
Winston, TAM 
Manning, NYG 
Prescott, DAL 


Gurley, LA 
Ingram, NOR 
J. Howard, CHI 
E. Elliott, DAL 
Hyde, SNF 
D. Freeman, ATL 
L. Murray, MIN 
Blount, PHL 
Newton, CAR 
Darkwa, NYG 


M. Jones, DET 
Tate, DET 
Mi. Evans, TAM 
Baldwin, SEA 
M. Goodwin, SNF 
D. Adams, GBY 


Hekker, LA 
A. Lee, ARI 
Morstead, NOR 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Palardy, CAR 
Way, WAS 
Do. Jones, PHL 
Jo. Ryan, SEA 
Bosher, ATL 
Vogel, GBY 


Agnew, DET 
P. Cooper, LA 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
Sherels, MIN 
Cohen, CHI 
T. Taylor, SNF 
Barner, PHL 
Switzer, DAL 
A. Roberts, ATL 
McCaffrey, CAR 


P. Cooper, LA 
Lockett, SEA 
Switzer, DAL 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
A. Roberts, ATL 
Cohen, CHI 


0 72 
0 66 
0 66 
0 60 
1 60 
0 56 
0 54 
0 52 
0 50 


PAT FG LG Pts 

45-47 37-40 62 156 
37-39 35-38 53 142 

28- 28 38-42 53 142 
39-39 34-37 57 141 

31- 33 35-42 52 136 

29- 29 29-33 56 116 
22-24 29-34 54 109 
29-29 25-30 57 104 
27-27 24-32 53 99 

32- 35 20-25 55 92 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 
Ingram, NOR 
J. Graham, SEA 

D. Adams, GBY 
Jeffery, PHL 
Agholor, PHL 

E. Elliott, DAL 
J. Howard, CHI 
M. Jones, DET 


Zuerlein, LA 
Gould, SNF 
Lutz, NOR 
M. Bryant, ATL 
Forbath, MIN 
Prater, DET 
Gano, CAR 
Ph. Dawson, ARI 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Walsh, SEA 


Lg Avg 

65 3113 70 47.9 
88 4159 63 47.3 
60 2822 68 47.0 
87 4087 69 47.0 
71 3269 63 46.0 
83 3794 64 45.7 
67 3033 62 45.3 
92 4141 74 45.0 
53 2379 62 44.9 
71 3155 62 44.4 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 
29 44715.4 88t 2 
32 39912.5 53 0 

24 289 12.0 65 0 

39 372 9.5 46 0 

29 272 9.4 61t 1 

30 281 9.4 39 0 

27 240 8.9 76 0 

29 256 8.8 83t 1 

27 201 7.4 27 0 

22 162 7.4 25 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
34 932 27.4103t 1 

37 949 25.6 99t 1 

24 600 25.0 61 0 

31 707 22.8 34 0 

38 860 22.6 61 0 

26 583 22.4 46 0 

Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
0 114 


12 12 


0 72 
0 62 
0 60 
0 60 
0 54 
0 54 
0 54 
0 54 

' k "pAT FG LG Pts 

44-46 38-40 56 158 
28-30 39-41 52 145 
47-50 31-36 53 140 
35-35 34-39 57 137 
34-39 32-38 53 130 
40-41 30-35 58 130 
34-37 29-30 48 121 
23-26 32-40 57 119 
39-42 26-31 61 117 
37-38 21-29 49 100 


NFC team statistics 


276.1 

273.8 

276.9 

256.5 

224.6 
208.3 

226.9 

204.9 


280.5 85.4 195.1 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

286.1 116.2 169.9 

290.0 89.4 200.6 

306.9 105.8 201.1 

325.1 111.2 213.8 

328.0 88.8 239.2 

.1 97.9 230.2 

.4 131.1 197.2 
.7 110.5 225.2 
.1 127.9 211.2 

.6 109.2 237.4 
.1 108.9 241.1 

.2 117.9 234.3 
.1 124.6 230.5 

.1 118.1 247.0 

.0 114.8 251.2 
.1 120.4 246.6 


New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Minnesota 

San Francisco 

Detroit 

Dallas 

Seattle 

Washington 

Carolina 

N.Y. Giants 

Arizona 

Green Bay 

Chicago 


Minnesota 

Philadelphia 

Arizona 

Carolina 

Dallas 

Atlanta 

Chicago 

Seattle 

New Orleans 

Washington 
Green Bay 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
N.Y. Giants 
Tampa Bay 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

391.2 129.4 

365.8 132.2 

364.8 115.4 

363.5 90.6 

361.5 122.1 

356.9 122.3 

349.3 104.0 

337.8 76.3 

331.9 135.6 

330.4 101.8 

324.9 “ “ 


90.5 


287.4 111.8 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 

275.9 83.6 

306.5 79.2 

310.9 89.6 

317.1 88.1 

318.1 104.0 

318.4 104.1 

319.1 108.1 

323.2 114.0 

336.5 111.7 

339.6 122.4 

347.9 134.1 

348.9 112.1 

351.6 116.3 
355.8 112.5 

373.2 120.8 

378.1 117.5 


261.8 

233.6 

249.4 

272.9 


196.3 
228.6 

234.4 

192.3 

217.4 

227.5 
197.9 
175.7 

192 S 4 

227.3 

221.3 


224.8 

217.2 

213.8 

236.8 

235.2 

243.2 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Boykin helps Irish 
edge LSU in Citrus 


By Joe Reedy 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. —Notre Dame 
receiver Miles Boykin lived up to 
Brian Kelly’s expectations. 

The Fighting Irish’s head 
coach told the junior during a 
practice leading up to Monday’s 
Citrus Bowl game against LSU 
that Boykin was going to win the 
MVP trophy. 

Boykin made not only one of 
the top plays of this bowl season 
but one of the more memorable 
catches in Notre Dame bowl his¬ 
tory. He made a dynamic one- 
handed grab and raced down the 
sideline for a 55-yard touchdown 
with 1:28 remaining to give the 
14th-ranked Fighting Irish a 21- 
17 victory over No. 16 LSU. 

The win by Notre Dame (10- 
3) is its first in a New Year’s Day 
bowl since the 1994 Cotton Bowl 
against Texas A&M and snaps 
a nine-game skid in January 
games. 

“He looked at me like I had 
two heads. But I felt like he had a 
chance,” said Kelly about his pre¬ 
diction. “He’s got the ability, if we 
could get him the football. And 
Ian [Book] got him the football 
and Miles made a great individu¬ 
al play and, lo and behold, I’ve got 
the MVP sitting next to me.” 

Boykin had only nine catches 
for 151 yards and a TD coming 
into the game, but he got his first 
start after starters Chase Clay- 
pool (shoulder injury) and Kevin 
Stephenson (suspension) were 
ruled out. 


Boykin showed off his wide- 
catch radius on what proved to 
be the game-winning play. On 
first-and-10 from the Irish 45, Ian 
Book lofted a pass up the right 
sideline that Boykin was able to 
snag with his right hand at the 
LSU 33, eluding corner Donte 
Jackson. Boykin then broke a 
tackle attempt by Donte Jackson 
at the LSU 26 before finding a 
clear path to the end zone. 

“Ian put it in place where only I 
could reach it,” said Boykin, who 
finished with three receptions 
for 102 yards and a touchdown. 
“It was a great pass and I was 
just lucky enough to pull it down 
on one hand. I’ve got pretty big 
hands.” 

LSU coach Ed Orgeron said 
that Boykin made a great grab 
but lamented his defense’s other 
struggles on the play. 

“We had our best cover guy on 
him (Jackson) but he’s a big re¬ 
ceiver,” he said after the Tigers 
finished the season 9-4. “We had 
two guys on him and missed the 
tackle. That’s what I’m mostly 
disappointed with.” 

Book entered the game in the 
second quarter after Brandon 
Wimbush struggled moving the 
offense. The sophomore was 14- 
for-19 for 164 yards with two 
touchdowns and an interception. 

Book’s first touchdown came 
early in the fourth quarter. With 
Notre Dame trailing 14-6, he 
found Michael Young in the back 
of the end zone for a 6-yard score. 
Josh Adams then scored on a two- 
point conversion to tie it. 


QB Bentley sparks 
South Carolina rally 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Will Mus- 
champ envisions championships 
in South Carolina’s future. 

Lots of them. 

“We don’t have all the trophies 
and the tradition and history but 
we have some grit,” the coach 
said after the Gamecocks ral¬ 
lied from a 16-point second-half 
deficit to beat Michigan 26-19 in 
Monday’s Outback Bowl. 

“We’ve got some toughness and 
resolve. You saw us down 19-3 
and not a lot of good things hap¬ 
pening for us,” Muschamp added. 
“All the arrows are pointing up 
for us. We’re going to have those 
trophies.” 

Jake Bentley threw for 239 
yards and two touchdowns to pace 
the win, which gave the Game¬ 
cocks (9-4) at least nine wins in a 
season for just the seventh time. 

Bentley shrugged off a slow 
start to toss scoring passes of 21 
yards to Bryan Edwards and 53 
yards to Shi Smith, the latter giv¬ 
ing his team a 23-19 lead early in 
the fourth quarter. 

The sophomore said once the 
Gamecocks began to have some 
success, the offense’s confidence 
grew. 


“It’s just we started to execute 
well. The excitement, I think, is 
contagious to the whole team,” 
Bentley, voted the game’s most 
valuable player, said. “You see 
where we went from there.” 

Michigan (8-5) finished with 
its first three-game losing streak 
under coach Jim Harbaugh. The 
Wolverines turned the ball over 
five times after halftime, includ¬ 
ing an end zone interception that 
denied them an opportunity to re¬ 
gain the lead with just under eight 
minutes to go. 

The loss also cost the Big Ten 
a clean sweep of bowl games in¬ 
volving conference members. 
The league entered 7-0, looking 
to go unbeaten in postseason play 
for the first time since 1998 when 
it went 5-0. 

“We kind of let them hang 
around and they took advantage 
of it,” Harbaugh said. “They got 
better as the game went on. We 
didn’t get the knockout punch 
when we needed it.” 

Bentley was 19-for-32 passing 
with one interception. Rico Dow- 
dle, playing for first time since 
breaking his leg against Ten¬ 
nessee on Oct. 14, began South 
Carolina’s comeback from a 19-3 
deficit with a 17-yard TD run. 



Albert Cesare, The Montgomery Advertiser/AP 


UCF quarterback McKenzie Milton runs for a touchdown against Auburn during the first half of the 
Peach Bowl on Monday in Atlanta. Central Florida won to cap an undefeated season. 


Milton powers No. 10 UCF 
past Auburn in Peach Bowl 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — McKenzie Milton wanted to throw 
a blanket of 13 wins and no losses over the College 
Football Playoff. 

After Milton and Central Florida capped a per¬ 
fect season, he suggested it was time to respect the 
Knights, even if they weren’t invited to the playoff. 

Milton threw two touchdown passes and ran for 
116 yards and a touchdown, leading No. 10 UCF 
to a 34-27 Peach Bowl win over No. 7 Auburn on 
Monday. 

Then it was time to boast. 

“I said on the podium you can go ahead and can¬ 
cel the playoffs,” Milton said. “I’m not changing my 
mind.” 

UCF (13-0) led 34-20 before having to stop a late 
Auburn comeback. Antwan Collier’s interception in 
the end zone with 24 seconds 
„ remaining clinched the win. 

The UCF players launched 
a joyous postgame celebra¬ 
tion, rolling around in confetti 
on the field while wearing T- 
shirts that read “Champions.” 

The Knights won in their 
final game with coach Scott 
Frost, who stayed with the 
team through the bowl game 
after accepting an offer to 
. become the new coach at Ne¬ 
braska, his alma mater. Frost 
will bring most of his UCF as¬ 
sistants to Nebraska. 

“It was the right thing to do to come coach these 
guys,” Frost said, holding the game ball. “I’m not 
happy for me. I’m so happy for these guys.” 

The Knights thought they deserved a higher rank¬ 
ing after winning the American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence and leading the nation in scoring. They made a 
strong statement by beating Auburn (10-4). 

Frost said “it wasn’t right” for UCF to not receive 
more consideration for the four-team playoff. 

“They deserve more credit from the committee 
than they got,” he said. 

Auburn was held to 90 yards rushing on 44 
carries. 


They 
deserve 
more credit 
from the 
committee 
than they 
got.' 

Scott Frost . 

UCF coach 


“That was probably the main stat that was disap¬ 
pointing for me,” Tigers coach Gus Malzahn said. 

More dominance: The Knights sacked Jarrett 
Stidham six times. Auburn had only one sack. 

After Auburn took a 20-13 lead in the third quar¬ 
ter on a 4-yard run by Kerryon Johnson, Milton 
threw a 12-yard touchdown pass to Otis Anderson 
to tie the game. Milton, under pressure, zipped an 
8-yard scoring pass to Dredrick Snelson early in the 
fourth to give the Knights the lead. 

Chequan Burkett’s 45-yard interception return 
for a touchdown pushed the lead to 14 points. 

Auburn suffered its second straight loss at Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz Stadium, where it was beaten by Geor¬ 
gia in the Southeastern Conference championship 
game one month ago. 

Johnson, who said he was almost fully recov¬ 
ered from a late-season shoulder injury, ran for 71 
yards. 

UCF led 13-6 at halftime despite being held under 
14 points at the break for the first time this season. 

Trophies 

Frost lofted the football-shaped Peach Bowl tro¬ 
phy before passing it on to his players. Milton was 
named offensive MVP. Shaquem Griffin, who had 
12 tackles including IV 2 sacks, was defensive MVP. 

Takeaways 

UCF: The Knights passed every test, including on 
the line of scrimmage, as they proved they could 
match speed and strength with the Tigers. Milton 
overcame a slow start after completing only three of 
17 passes for 30 yards in the first half. He completed 
16 of 35 passes for 242 yards with two touchdowns 
and no interceptions. 

Auburn: The Tigers couldn’t maintain momentum 
after opening the second half with two touchdowns 
for a 20-13 lead. Auburn insisted motivation would 
not be a problem after the crushing loss in the SEC 
championship game, but after the game, cornerback 
Javaris Davis said the Knights “just wanted it more 
and they came out and played like it.” Stidham com¬ 
pleted 28 of 43 passes for 331 yards with one touch¬ 
down and two interceptions. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


No. 4 Tide smother 
ClemsoiTs repeat bid 

Alabama defense shuts down defending champs 



Butch Dill/AP 


Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant, left, is brought down by Alabama linebacker 
Anfernee Jennings in the second half of the Sugar Bowl on Monday night. 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Nick Saban is back 
in his comfort zone. 

Let others run up the points. He’ll take a 
defensive slugfest every time. 

Especially when it gives Alabama an¬ 
other shot at a national title. 

In a game where every yard was a strug¬ 
gle, the Crimson Tide defenders took mat¬ 
ters into their own hands. They accounted 
for a pair of touchdowns just 13 seconds 
apart in the third quarter to turn an of¬ 
fensive slog into a 24-6 rout of defending 
national champion Clemson in the Sugar 
Bowl semifinal game Monday night. 

“This game was about our identity as a 
team,” Saban said. “I don’t think anybody 
would doubt our relentless attitude out 
there. We had a warrior-like mentality.” 

He was clearly pleased. 

Sure, it was quite a contrast to the first 
two meetings in the Alabama-Clemson 
trilogy, both high-scoring classics with the 
national title on the line, not to mention 
the Rose Bowl semifinal that preceded it. 
Georgia knocked off Oklahoma 54-48 in 
a double-overtime thriller that wasn’t de¬ 
cided until the Alabama was on its second 
possession in the Big Easy. 

There would be no drama in the night¬ 
cap. With Deshaun Watson off to the NFL, 
top-ranked Clemson (12-2) simply had no 
answer for the Tide’s latest group of defen¬ 
sive standouts, setting up an all-Southeast- 
ern Conference showdown for the national 
title — with Saban matched against his for¬ 
mer defensive coordinator, Georgia coach 
Kirby Smart. 

“I’m proud of the job he’s done,” Saban 
said. “I’m sure it will be a great football 
game.” 

Leading only 10-6 after a turnover to 
start the second half handed Clemson a 
field goal, the fourth-ranked Tide (12-1) 
quickly snuffed out any thoughts of a re¬ 
peat title for the Tigers. 

It began with 308-pound defensive 
tackle Da’Ron Payne picking off a wobbly 
pass after besieged Clemson quarterback 
Kelly Bryant was hit as he threw. Payne 


rumbled 21 yards on the return, shedding 
one would-be tackier with a deft open-field 
move and drawing a 15-yard personal foul 
penalty when he was finally dragged down 
with a horse collar tackle. 

After Alabama drove to a first down at 
the Clemson 1, Payne re-entered the game 
— presumably to add another big body 
for blocking purposes. Instead, he slipped 
open near the right pylon on a play fake 
and hauled in a touchdown pass, even man¬ 
aging to get both feet down before the cel¬ 
ebration commenced beyond the sideline. 

“I’ve got gold hands,” quipped Payne, 
who was picked as the game’s defensive 
MVP. 

A bit shell-shocked by that turn of events, 
Clemson was thoroughly demoralized after 
its next offensive play. Bryant’s pass de¬ 
flected off the hands of Deon Cain and was 
intercepted by linebacker Mack Wilson, 
who returned it 18 yards for another TD. 

They could’ve called it right then. 

“Just incredibly disappointed in our per¬ 
formance,” Clemson coach Dabo Swinney 
said. “But congratulations to Alabama. 
They were the better team today. No doubt 
about it.” 

The Tide, which began the season in 
Atlanta beating Florida State, will return 
to Mercedes-Benz Stadium next Monday 
night to face No. 3 Georgia and give Saban 
a shot at his sixth title, which would match 
Bear Bryant. 

Saban has four championships in the last 
eight years at Alabama, along with a BCS 
title at LSU during the 2003 season. 

This is eerily reminiscent of Alabama’s 
run to the 2011 championship, another sea¬ 
son when the Tide didn’t even win its own 
division or play for the SEC title. That year, 
Saban’s team lost at home to LSU during 
the regular season but got a second chance 
against the top-ranked Tigers with the big¬ 
gest prize on the line — in the Sugar Bowl, 
no less. 

On that night in the Big Easy, Alabama 
defense didn’t allow LSU to cross midfield 
until the closing minutes of a suffocating 
21-0 victory. This defensive performance 
was nearly as impressive. 

Clemson was held to 188 yards — 260 


yards below its season average — and 
never reached the end zone. Bryant was 
sacked five times and the Tigers were held 
to 64 yards on the ground. 

Alabama played it tough right to the end, 
denying Clemson on a fourth-down pass 
into the end zone with just over a minute 
remaining. 

Clearly, the Tide was still ticked off 
about the way last season ended, giving up 
a TD pass with 1 second remaining to hand 
Clemson the national title. 

“This,” Saban said, “was a little bit per¬ 
sonal for us.” 

Silent Renfrow 

Clemson receiver Hunter Renfrow was 
known as the Tide Killer. 

Not this time. 

After hauling in four TD passes in the 
last two national championship games — 
including, of course, the title winner a year 


ago — Renfrow was held to just 31 yards on 
five receptions. All of his catches came in 
fourth quarter with Alabama comfortably 
ahead. 

“From the opening kickoff, they hit us in 
the mouth,” Renfrow said. 

The takeaway 

Alabama: The Tide’s defense against 
Georgia’s offense will be an especially in¬ 
triguing matchup given the way the semi¬ 
final games played out. One thing to keep 
an eye on: Anfernee Jennings was helped 
off with a sprained knee late in the game 
after recording a sack and three tackles for 
losses, another potential blow to the Tide’s 
already beleaguered linebacker corps. 

Clemson: The Tigers looked at this game 
as a chance to show they had surpassed Al¬ 
abama as college football’s most dominant 
program. Sorry, the Tide is still king. 

“We’ll be back,” Swinney vowed. 


SEC: Georgia seeks first national title since 1980; Saban out for No. 5 



Rusty Costanza/AP 


Alabama defensive lineman Da’Ron Payne celebrates after being 
selected most valuable defensive player in the Sugar Bowl. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

finished fifth in the final CFP rankings. 

Fueled by the doubters, Alabama smashed the 
defending national champions from Clemson. The 
Crimson Tide will be playing 
in the title game for the third 
straight season and looking for 
its fifth national championship 
under Nick Saban since 2009. 

The Bulldogs made the play¬ 
off by avenging a late-season 
loss to Auburn, beating the Ti¬ 
gers in the SEC title game on 
Dec. 2 at Mercedes-Benz Sta¬ 
dium, about 70 miles from its 
campus in Athens. 

“Going back home to Atlan¬ 
ta,” Georgia star tailback Nick Chubb said. “We’ve 
been there before and hopefully we can get the 
same outcome, but we’ve got a lot of preparation to 
do before that.” 


The SEC title was Georgia’s first since 2005. The 
Bulldogs have not won a national championship 
since 1980. They have also not beaten Alabama since 
2007, Saban’s first season in Tuscaloosa. They have 
only played three times since then with the Crimson 
Tide winning each, including a classic SEC champi¬ 
onship game at the old Georgia Dome in 2012. 

The Bulldogs’ failure to win championships, con¬ 
ference and national, was the main reason Georgia 
pushed out longtime coach Mark Richt and replaced 
him with former Alabama assistant Kirby Smart in 
2016. 

Smart’s first season in Athens was a so-so 8-5 
campaign, but the Bulldogs have taken off in year 
two, led by stellar group of seniors that includes 
1,000-yard rushers Sony Michel and Nick Chubb. 

“It’s crazy. This is what we all came back for,” said 
Georgia linebacker Lorenzo Carter, who blocked a 
field goal in the second overtime of the Bulldogs’ 
victory against Oklahoma. “We all have been work¬ 
ing hard and this is what we were working toward.” 


I This is 
what we all 
came back 
for' 

Lorenzo Carter 

Georgia 

linebacker 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


Wild Rose: Georgia outlasts Oklahoma 

RB Michel scores TD in second OT ‘*V ' • Jlk’u If f 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Georgia running back Sony Michel runs for a touchdown during the second overtime in the Rose Bowl 
on Monday against Oklahoma. Georgia won 54-48 to advance to the national championship game. 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated. Press 

PASADENA, Calif. — After 
ending the first overtime Rose 
Bowl, one of the greatest Grand- 
daddies of Them All, Sony Michel 
was swarmed by Georgia team¬ 
mates as he broke down in tears. 

The senior tailback had gone 
from possible goat to all-time 
hero for Georgia, sending the 
Bulldogs to the national champi¬ 
onship game with one last burst 
in a game full of them. 

Michel raced 27 yards for a 
touchdown in the second over¬ 
time to give No. 3 Georgia a 54-48 
victory against No. 2 Oklahoma 
in the College Football Playoff 
semifinal Monday night. 

Michel, who had a fumble in the 
fourth quarter returned for a go- 
ahead Oklahoma touchdown, ran 
for 181 yards and three scores for 
the Bulldogs (13-1), but none big¬ 
ger than the last one. 

“I made plays. I gave up plays. 
My team just had faith in me,” 
said Michel, who did all that dam¬ 
age on just 11 carries and got a 
hug from former Bulldogs great 
tailback Garrison Hearst after 
scoring the winning TD. “That’s 
what this team is all about. They 
showed true character today.” 

In the final game of his great 
career, Oklahoma’s Baker May- 
field threw for 287 yards and two 
touchdowns, and caught a touch¬ 
down pass that gave the Sooners 
a 17-point lead with 6 seconds left 
in the first half. 

But the Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ner could not get the Sooners 
(12-2) into the end zone in the 
first overtime when a touchdown 


would have ended the game. 

“It’s tough to describe right 
now,” Oklahoma coach Lincoln 
Riley said of the loss. “It’s a hell 
of a college football game. You 
know, an epic Rose Bowl game.” 

The Bulldogs will play Alabama 
on Jan. 8 in an all-Southeastern 
Conference national champion¬ 
ship game at Mercedes-Benz Sta¬ 
dium in Atlanta, about 70 miles 
from their campus. After Geor¬ 
gia made its first trip to the Rose 
Bowl since 1943 a heart-stopping 
success, the Bulldogs will play 
for their first national title since 
1980. 

“We got to get back to work. It’s 
not done,” Michel said. “Now we 
got to finish. Let’s just finish this 
season off right.” 

The 104th Rose Bowl was also 
the highest-scoring, surpassing 
last year’s 52-49 USC victory 
against Penn State. There was a 
lot more on the line in this one, 
the first CFP game to go to over¬ 
time as well. 

After an offside penalty on 
Georgia gave Oklahoma a first 
down on third-and-five in the sec¬ 
ond OT possession, the Sooners 
stalled again and Austin Seibert 
came out for a 27-yard field goal. 
Leaping through the line, Lorenzo 
Carter got his outstretched hand 
on the kick and the ball fluttered 
down short of the uprights. 

Any score would have ended it 
for the Bulldogs, and on the sec¬ 
ond play Michel slipped one tackle 
and was home free. The Bulldogs 
sprinted off the sideline and to¬ 
ward the comer of the end zone to 
mob Michel. Confetti rained down. 
Meanwhile, Mayfield stood mo¬ 
tionless on the sideline for several 


seconds, bent over with his hands 
on his knees and head down. 

Michel and his roommate and 
running mate Nick Chubb were 
awesome for Georgia. Chubb 
ran for 145 yards and two touch¬ 
downs, including a 2-yarder on a 
direct snap with 55 seconds left 
in regulation to tie it. The Soon¬ 
ers had taken a 45-38 lead when 
Steven Parker returned Michel’s 


fumble for a TD with 6:52 left in 
the fourth. 

“I told him that he had to keep 
running and trying to hit the cor¬ 
ner,” Chubb said. “We had a long 
game and after the fumble, we 
went down and he made up for it 
with that run to win the game.” 

Both teams settled for field 
goals in the first overtime. First, 
Georgia’s Rodrigo Blankenship 


hit from 38 to make it 48-45. 

Then it was Mayfield’s turn. 
A touchdown would have sent 
the Sooners to Atlanta, but on a 
third-and-2 from the 17, Georgia 
All-America linebacker Roquan 
Smith nailed Jordan Smallwood a 
yard short of the first down. 

Seibert kicked a 33-yarder and 
the Bulldogs and Sooners played 
on, but not for much longer. 


QB Mayfield can’t save Sooners in his final game 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

PASADENA, Calif. — Al¬ 
though Baker Mayfield had the 
ball in his hands a few times with 
chances to win the Rose Bowl for 
Oklahoma, the Heisman Trophy 
winner couldn’t convert those 
opportunities. 

Plenty of Sooners fans wished 
Mayfield had been given a whole 
lot more chances to conjure his 
usual magic during Georgia’s 
epic 54-48, double-overtime win 
Monday night. 

Mayfield went 23-for-35 for 287 
yards and two touchdowns in his 
final college football game, but the 
swashbuckling senior ended the 
night with his hands on his knees, 
staring down at the turf in Arroyo 
Seco while the Bulldogs celebrated 
Sony Michel’s winning TD run. 

“Can’t believe it’s over,” May- 
field said afterward in a striking¬ 
ly hoarse voice, his eyes tearing 
up. “It’s been a wild ride.” 

The Sooners were already la¬ 
menting the plays that Mayfield 
never even got a chance to make 



Gregory Bull/AP 


Oklahoma quarterback Baker 
Mayfield was 23-for-35 for 287 
yards and two touchdowns. 

on a wild night at the College 
Football Playoff semifinal. 

The most exciting quarterback 
in the sport threw only 17 passes 
after halftime, including a single 
shovel pass in the first overtime, 
while running the plays called by 
rookie head coach Lincoln Riley. 

Mayfield showed no obvious ef¬ 


fects from the illness that dogged 
him throughout the week of prepa¬ 
ration before the game, aside from 
that scratchy throat. Yet Riley’s 
play-calling didn’t give Mayfield 
every chance to shine, and the 
coach acknowledged he might not 
have been aggressive enough. 

“Sure, I’ll look back at it, and 
there will be calls that I wish I 
would have done different,” he 
said. “You do the very best you can 
in that moment. I called the plays 
at that time that I thought were the 
very best. Will there be ones that I 
want to have back? Yeah.” 

Mayfield passed for only 87 
yards after halftime, making 
only a handful of game-altering 
throws. 

Mayfield stayed firmly behind 
Riley, calling the rookie boss “the 
best coach in the country.” 

“There’s a reason I’m sitting 
here today,” Mayfield added. 
“There’s a reason we’ve won 
three Big 12 titles in a row, and 
that I’ve put myself in a good po¬ 
sition going forward in the future. 
There’s a reason our team is in 
the playoffs this year. Words can’t 


describe what he’s meant to me.” 

The third quarter was mostly 
miserable for Mayfield: He was 
sacked three times and ran the 
ball three more times, going just 
2-for-4 through the air. He went 
5-for-9 for 57 yards in the fourth 
quarter, but most of those yards 
came on one 36-yard throw to 
CeeDee Lamb. 

Mayfield also threw his only 
interception to Dominick Sand¬ 
ers on the first snap of the fourth 
quarter. Sanders returned it to 
the Oklahoma 4, and the Bulldogs 
punched in a go-ahead TD. 

Mayfield responded by leading 
a tying 88-yard touchdown drive 
in just six plays ending with 8:47 
left in regulation, but the Okla¬ 
homa offense didn’t reach the end 
zone again. 

And whenever there was a late 
chance for Mayfield to add an¬ 
other moment to his incredible 
season, the Sooners couldn’t find 
a winning formula. 

Oklahoma attempted only that 
single shovel pass during its first 
overtime possession, which re¬ 
sulted in a field goal. With the 


Bulldogs already leading by three 
points, Riley decided to kick on 
fourth and 1 from the Georgia 
16 instead of putting the game in 
Mayfield’s hands. 

“I don’t know,” Riley said. “My 
gut said to kick it, and we did.” 

Mayfield then threw an incom¬ 
pletion and an interception that 
was wiped out by a penalty on the 
second drive. Two short comple¬ 
tions on conservative plays only 
got the Sooners in position for 
a field goal that was blocked by 
Georgia’s Lorenzo Carter. 

After the game ended and 
Mayfield rose from his agonized 
crouch, he sought out Georgia 
freshman quarterback Jake 
Fromm to congratulate him. 

“Baker, he’s a special name 
in college football,” Oklahoma 
safety Steven Parker said. “He’s 
always going to be remembered. 
A lot of people always say Johnny 
Manziel, or maybe a nice running 
back like Eddie George, but he’s 
going to be a person that is always 
going to be remembered in col¬ 
lege football forever and I don’t 
think anyone can take his place.” 
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New year, new record 

DeRozan scores franchise-high 52 
in win over Bucks » nba, Page 26 
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No. 4 Alabama, No. 3 Georgia earn 
spots in national championship 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

S-E-C! S-E-C! 

Alabama and Georgia won their Col¬ 
lege Football Playoff semifinals on 
Monday and will meet in the national 
championship next week in Atlanta, the 
home of the Southeastern Conference 
title game. 

The fourth-ranked Crimson Tide 
smothered No. 1 Clemson 24-6 in their 
Sugar Bowl rubber match after the third- 
ranked Bulldogs won the first overtime 
in Rose Bowl history, a wild 54-48 victory 
that eliminated No. 2 Oklahoma and Heis- 
man Trophy winner Baker Mayfield. 

It will be the second time in seven sea¬ 
sons that the national title will come down 
to two SEC teams. Alabama beat LSU in 
New Orleans to win the 2011 champion¬ 
ship. At least this all-SEC affair next 
Monday night won’t be a rematch: Geor¬ 
gia and Alabama did not play in 2017. 

Both will be making a return trip 
to Mercedes-Benz Stadium. Alabama 
started its season in the shiny new home 


Inside: 

■ Tide rout Clemson 

in Sugar Bowl, Page 30 

■ Bulldogs rally in OT 
in Rose Bowl, Page 31 

of the Atlanta Falcons by beating Flori¬ 
da State. The Tide hoped it would be the 
first of three trips to Atlanta, but it let 
the second one slip away. Alabama’s reg¬ 
ular-season finale loss at Auburn cost 
the Tide the SEC West and spot in the 
conference title game against Georgia. 

It did not, however, cost the Crimson 
Tide a playoff spot. The College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff selection committee gave 
Alabama the final spot in even though 
the Tide failed to win its conference. 
Did Alabama deserve the benefit of 
the doubt after a season in which it was 
low on marquee victories? Ohio State 
fans didn’t think so, and the Buckeyes 
SEE SEC ON PAGE 30 


Two fired, one retires on Black Monday » NFL, Page 28 













